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The second story in this surah is about 
Musa عليه السالم. The details given here 
are in accordance with the main theme 
of the surah, which is belief in the 
decree. 

One of the miracles of the Qura'an is 
that it discusses the same topic in 
different aspects, according to the surah 
it comes in. 

Then We sent after them Musa and 
Harun to Firawn and his 

establishment with Our signs, but 
they behaved arrogantly and were a 

criminal people

Between Nuh and Musa عليهما السالم, there were many other messengers, but in this surah, Allah tells the 
Messenger of Allah صلى اهلل عليه و سلم about Nuh عليه السالم, and then Musa عليه السالم. Musa ibn Imran, is one of 
the أولوا العظم من الرسل, the messengers of great determination. Harun was the answer to his indication, in which 
he asked Allah to make his brother his wazeer. Both Musa and Harun were sent to Firawn and his leaders. The 
leaders are mentioned here because they had the power, so if they believed, all the public would submit too. 
The signs accompanying the messengers proved their truthfulness. 

They rejected the truth, after they were sure it was the truth, by their stubbornness and arrogance. They saw 
themselves as higher than the truth. They were criminals, and their crime was rejecting the truth, after 
becoming certain that it was the truth. 

So when there came to them the truth from 
Us, they said, "Indeed, this is obvious 

magic."

 from Us. The truth came ,ِمْن ِعنِدنَا the truth, is so high and clear. The best of the truth is when Allah says ,اْلَحقُّ
from Allah, so perfectly designed for them, no one could reject it. Allah knew they would not believe, but He 
sent for them the best of the truth. But this truth did not enrich and satisfy them. They didn't want to accept the 
truth, so nothing satisfied them. If someone is arrogant, nothing will fill his eyes, he is never happy with what 
he gets. So they called all these signs of the truth as magic, so that they could dismiss it. Magic is an illusion, 
an evil title. So they took the best of the truth and accused it of the worst of the falsehood. How can the truth 
be magic?? 

Musa said, "Do you say [thus] about the 
truth when it has come to you? Is this 

magic? But magicians will not succeed."

Musa عليه السالم didn't ignore their statements, he corrected them. If you look at the truth with 
open eyes, then you will admit that it is from Allah. Musa was talking gently with Firawn, as 
per instructions of Allah. Firawn was a king, and could not be underestimated because of his position. A leader 
who is a tyrant must be dealt with softly, or he will become enraged and shed rivers of blood. Don't make a 
tyrant more tyrannical by your actions. Anyone indulging in magic will not succeed, not in dunya nor in akhirah. 
This is a rule. Never deal with magic or magicians, they will never be able to solve your problems. 



They said, "Have you come to us to 
turn us away from that upon which 
we found our fathers and so that 

you two may have grandeur in the 
land? And we are not believers in

                           you."

The leaders and Firawn spoke to Musa, debated with him, they didn't kill him. Allah had given Musa this status 
and protection, so they were negotiating with him. They didn't want to change, so they were giving excuses. 
Allah gave you the responsibility to choose your eternal destination. They accused Musa and Harun of wanting 
to exile them, and usurping their position. This was all politics, they wanted to play with the emotions of the 
people, creating enmity, to rule over them. They were manipulating the minds of the people, making them 
believe what they wanted them to believe. Allah gave everyone a mind, so that they can choose for 
themselves what they want to believe. If Musa has wanted a high status, he had it before, when he was living 
like royalty, in the palace of Firawn. They rejected the message because of their arrogance and stubbornness. 

And Firawn said, "Bring to me every learned magician."

Firawn prepared a challenge to reject the truth. He commanded 
his troops to bring every magician who knew the techniques, to compete with Musa. This shows that people 
learn magic. When the stick of Musa became a snake, there was no learning involved, it was a miracle. Magic 
is an illusion, a sleight of the hands, so it has to be learned. This also showed that the magicians in the court of 
Firawn didn't use the real magic, involving the jinn, but only tricks. Firawn thus tired to suppress the truth with 
his power. 

So when the magicians came, Musa said to 
them, "Throw down whatever you will throw."

Firawn ordered the magicians to use the same 
picture of magic as the stick of Musa عليه السالم becoming a snake. So when the magicians gathered to perform 
their magic, Musa told them to start by throwing whatever they wanted. They carried sticks and ropes, which 
they would throw and make to appear as snakes. Musa was not deceived by their falsehood. When you are on 
the truth, you don't care about any kind of falsehood. Musa was uncaring about them. When you believe in the 
promises of Allah, you are unafraid, a winner. 

And when they had thrown, Musa 
said, "What you have brought is 
[only] magic. Indeed, Allah will 

expose its worthlessness. Indeed, 
Allah does not amend the work of 

corrupters.

The magicians had brought powerful magic, but Musa was so confident in Allah, that he was not afraid. 
Whatever powerful illusions they created, Allah would nullify and disable. However great and powerful the 
falsehood, Allah will remove it. Don't be deceived by its glitter and visibility. This was not foretelling the future 
by Musa, but the سنة اهلل, the  way of Allah, which will never change. This is belief in the qadr, and the ability of 
Allah. 

The مفسدين are the ones who spread mischief in society, by the sins of disbelief, associating with Allah, and 
hypocrisy; they will never reform society. Any type of disobedience is فساد or corruption. It is سنة اهلل, the way of 
Allah, that the matters of the one who spreads corruption will never succeed. Sometimes the words are good, 
but the intention is evil, and Allah knows this, so the deed will be nullified and perish. 

The مصلحون are the ones who have a intention for good, not only the actions. Your heart is what matters. Then 
Allah will accept your deed and reform it. The intention of Musa was ال إله إال اهلل, so he was on the top. People 
try to defeat the truth, but Allah will overcome them. 



And Allah will establish the truth by His words, 
even if the criminals dislike it."

The snake of Musa عليه السالم ate all the snakes 
conjured by the magicians. You don't know how pleased Allah can be with one word of truth from you. Allah will 
establish and show the truth by His words and commands. Musa came with the stick, they rejected it, and 
plotted against it. When the magicians were defeated, the truth became more clear. When the falsehood tries 
to defeat the truth, it becomes more clear by the actions of the falsehood. Allah brings the حق and spreads it. 
Allah makes things happen by His commands. 


