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INTRODUCTION 
There is nothing greater than the words of Allah. (كـــــــــــــــــالم اهلل). That is why it is a pre-requisite to know 
the manners of the carrier of the Qur’an before we go to the Qur'an. The carrier of the Qur’an needs 
to have specific manners that come from inside- they are not superficial.  

VIRTUES OF RECITING THE QUR'AN AND ITS CARRIERS (فضيلة تالوة القرآن و حملته) 
The book mentions the virtues of the Qur’an first, in order to have a strong foundation and not read 
the Qur’an merely as a ‘habit’. We need to have the correct intention before going to the Qur’an. It 
is also in order we don't have competition with the Qur’an, even competing with our own selves. We 
need to purify every deed and make it solely for the sake of Allah ســـبحانـــه وتـــعالـــى and not even for our 
own selves.  

وعن أيب موىس األشعري ريض الله عنه: قال رسول الله صىل الله عليه وسلم :  "مثل املؤمن الذي يقرأ القرآن 
مثل األترجة: ريحها طيب، وطعمها طيب، ومثل املؤمن الذي ال يقرأ القرآن كمثل التمرة: ال ريح لها 

وطعمها حلو، ومثل املنافق الذي يقرأ القرآن كمثل الريحانة: ريحها طيب وطعمها مر، ومثل املنافق الذي 
اليقرأ القرآن كمثل الحنظلة: ليس له ريح وطعمها مر" ((متفق عليه)). 

Abu Musa Al-Ash'ari (May Allah be pleased with him) reported: The Messenger of Allah (ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص) 
said, "The believer who recites the Qur'an is like a citron whose fragrance is sweet and whose taste is 
delicious. A believer who does not recite the Qur'an is like a date-fruit which has no fragrance but 
has a sweet taste. The hypocrite who recites the Qur'an is like basil whose fragrance is so sweet, but 
its taste is bitter. The hypocrite who does not recite the Qur'an is like a colocynth which has no 
fragrance and its taste is bitter.” [Al-Bukhari and Muslim]. [ Book 9, Hadith 995] 

Notice that this hadith starts with the best. We all want to be from the best example. The disbeliever 
is not mentioned in this hadith because they don’t read the Qur’an  

READING QUR’AN (يقرأ القرآن) NOT READING QUR’AN (ال يقرأ القرآن)

BELIEVER 
(املؤمن)

 االترجة

It is a citrus fruit that has a smell and a 
taste. This is the example of a believer. The 
smell is from the outside actions; i.e., 
reciting the Qur’an. The taste comes from 
inside which is the faith. 

التمرة 

A believer who doesn’t recite the 
Qur'an is like a date- no smell but 
has a taste. This means he has faith 
but he doesn’t recite the Qur’an. 

HYPOCRITE 
(املنافق)

الريحانة 

He is like a basil- it has a smell but it has a 
bitter taste.  The Prophet صلى اهلل عليه وسلم 
said the majority of hypocrites are recitors 
of the Qur’an.  They take some worldly 
benefit for the recitation- praise, money, etc. 

الحنظلة 

 He is like a colocynth- no smell and
 bitter taste.
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عن أيب أمامة ريض الله عنه قال: سمعت رسول الله صىل الله عليه وسلم يقول:  " اقرءوا القرآن فإنه يأيت 
يوم القيامة شفيًعا ألصحابه"  

Abu Umamah (May Allah be pleased with him) reported: I heard the Messenger of Allah (ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص) 
saying, "Read the Qur'an, for it will come as an intercessor for its reciters on the Day of 
Resurrection.” [Muslim]. [Riyad as-Salihin Book 9, Hadith 991] 

A believer recites the Qur'an for the unseen- it intercedes for you on the Day of Judgment. In life, 
sometimes you get upgraded because of a card, etc. Imagine, on the Day of Judgment a believer will 
be upgraded by the Qur’an- we need to believe in this.  

وعن ابن عمر ريض الله عنهام: عن النبي صىل الله عليه وسلم قال :" ال حسد إىل ىف اثنتني: رجل آتاه الله 
القرآن، فهو يقوم به آناء الليل وآناء النهار، ورجل آتاه الله ماالً فهو ينفقه آناء الليل وآناء النهار” 

Ibn 'Umar (May Allah be pleased with him) reported: Messenger of Allah (ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص) said: "Envy is 
justified in regard to two types of persons only: a man whom Allah has given knowledge of the 
Qur'an, and so he recites it during the night and during the day; and a man whom Allah has given 
wealth and so he spends from it during the night and during the day.” [Riyad as-Salihin  Book 1, Hadith 
572] 

Envy doesn't mean to want to snatch the blessing away from someone but it means that you wish to 
have the same. Envy is permitted only in two cases. First- a person whom Allah ســـــــــــــــــبحانـــــــــــــــــه وتـــــــــــــــــعالـــــــــــــــــى 
granted the Qur'an and he is acting upon the Qur'an in the morning and in the night. This is 
allowed regarding the Qur'an and not regarding other matters like wanting to have somebody else’s 
house, car, jewellery, etc. Don’t look at the things from the duniya which people have but look at the 
Qur'an and their application of it and wish to have the same. How can one be with the Qur’an in 
the morning? By learning and teaching it. In the night, through its recitation. 
Second- a person whom Allah ســـــــــبحانـــــــــه وتـــــــــعالـــــــــى gave wealth and he uses his money for sadaqa in the 
morning and night. You don’t envy anybody because of their wealth itself. Whenever the duniya 
comes in any matter, it brings the sickness of the heart- even in dawah and seeking knowledge. 
Don’t look at the duniya. Allah سبحانه وتعالى gave you money to spend and do sadaqa. 

وعن عبد الله بن مسعود ريض الله عنه قال: قال رسول الله صىل الله عليه وسلم : “ ال حسد إال ىف اثنتني : 
رجل آتاه الله ماالً ، فسلطه عىل هلكته ىف الحق، ورجل آتاه الله حكمة فهو يقيض بها ويعلمها” 

Ibn Mas'ud (May Allah be pleased with him) reported: Messenger of Allah (ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص) said, "Envy is 
permitted only in two cases: A man whom Allah gives wealth, and he disposes of it rightfully, and a 
man to whom Allah gives knowledge which he applies and teaches it." [Riyad as-Salihin   Book 1, Hadith 
571] 

This is a similar hadith- envy is allowed only in these two cases- a man who Allah سـبحانـه وتـعالـى gave 
wealth and he spends it in good and a man whom Allah ســــــــــــــــبحانــــــــــــــــه وتــــــــــــــــعالــــــــــــــــى gave knowledge and he 
applies it and teaches it.  

Notice that the book didn't start with outer manners but it started with the manners from the 
inside. When the inside is reformed, automatically the outside will be reformed.  
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وعن ابن مسعود ريض الله عنه قال : قال رسول الله صىل الله عليه وسلم :  "من قرأ حرفًا من كتاب الله 
فله حسنة، والحسنة بعرش أمثالها ال أقول: أمل حرف، ولكن ألف حرف، والم حرف، وميم حرف" 

Ibn Mas'ud (May Allah be pleased with him) reported: The Messenger of Allah (ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص) said, 
"Whoever recites a letter from the Book of Allah, he will be credited with a good deed, and a good 
deed gets a ten-fold reward. I do not say that Alif-Lam-Mim is one letter, but Alif is a letter, Lam is 
a letter and Mim is a letter.” [Riyad as-Salihin Book 9, Hadith 999] 

A believer is motivated by this hadith to recite more Qur’an because he believes in the unseen 
reward. The one who has weak faith gets bored of reading the Qur’an.  

وعن ابن عباس ريض الله عنهام قال : قال رسول الله صىل الله عليه وسلم :  "إن الذي ليس يف جوفه يشء 
من القرآن كالبيت الخرب". 

Ibn `Abbas (May Allah be pleased with them) reported: The Messenger of Allah (ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص) said, "He 
who does not memorize any part from the Qur'an he is like the ruined house.’' [Riyad as-Salihin Book 
9, Hadith 1000] 

This hadith is motivation to memorise the Qur'an.  

َعْن أيَِب َسِعيٍد، قَاَل قَاَل رَُسوُل اللَِّه صىل الله عليه وسلم  " يَُقوُل الرَّبُّ َعزَّ َوَجلَّ َمْن َشَغلَُه الُْقرْآُن َوِذكِْري َعْن 
ائِلنَِي َوفَْضُل كَالَِم اللَِّه َعَىل َسائِِر الَْكالَِم كََفْضِل اللَِّه َعَىل َخلِْقِه " .  َمْسأَلَِتي أَْعطَيْتُُه أَفَْضَل َما أُْعِطي السَّ

Narrated Abu Sa'eed, that the Messenger of Allah (ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص) said: "The Lord, Blessed and Most High is 
He, has said: 'Whoever is too busy with the Qur'an for remembering Me and asking Me, then I 
shall give him more than what I give to those who ask.' And the virtue of Allah's Speech over the 
speech of others is like the virtue of Allah over His creation. [ Jami` at-Tirmidhi Vol. 5, Book 42, Hadith 
2926] 

This is a Hadith Qudsi- meaning Allah ســــــــــــــبحانــــــــــــــه وتــــــــــــــعالــــــــــــــى said it. The one who is occupied with the 
Qur’an and remembering Allah ســبحانــه وتــعالــى and it kept him busy from asking Allah ســبحانــه وتــعالــى, 
Allah ســـــــــــــبحانـــــــــــــه وتـــــــــــــعالـــــــــــــى will give him better than the one who asked. He is not busy with shopping, 
eating, etc. This hadith teaches us about a higher level. 
For example, the one who asks Allah ســـبحانـــه وتـــعالـــى for well-being, Allah ســـبحانـــه وتـــعالـــى will give him 
the well-being. But the one who is busy with the Qur’an and remembering Allah ســـــــبحانـــــــه وتـــــــعالـــــــى all 
the time, Allah سـبحانـه وتـعالـى will give him better than if he asked Allah سـبحانـه وتـعالـى for well-being. 
Both are good but this is best quality- to be busy with the Qur’an and remembering Allah ســـــــــــــــبحانـــــــــــــــه 
 Sometimes we don’t know what we want, so just be busy with the Qur’an, remember Him .وتــــــــــــــــــعالــــــــــــــــــى
and have tawakkul in Him- He will give you better than if you asked Him.  
The hadith continues- the word of Allah ســــــــــــبحانــــــــــــه وتــــــــــــعالــــــــــــى is better than any other word, there is no 
comparison just like Allah ســـــــــبحانـــــــــه وتـــــــــعالـــــــــى is better than any other creation, there is no comparison. 
There is nothing like Paradise but the Pleasure of Allah سبحانه وتعالى is better. 


