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Surah Al Zalzalah 
 
The best of books is the Quran, and the best of speech is KalamAllah. This is our guide to the 
truth, to success. Every other book cannot change you for the better, or hold your interest 
forever, but the Quran has this special quality, this ability. 
 
Zalzalah means to shake/move/slide. It refers to earthquakes. Many places have earthquakes 
and many others don’t. There is even a measure of these earthquakes with the highest number, 
but before the Day of Judgement the earthquake will cover the entire earth and will be of a 
magnitude which will be unmeasured.  
 
This Surah is also like a reminder, a shaking. Why is this shaking required? To shake us up and 
remind us to do good deeds. These good deeds are a safeguard from the big earthquake before 
the Day Of Judgement. This is a blessing from Allah SWT, that He is giving us many warnings 
and reminders and increase our Imaan and good deeds. 
 
In the first ayah, Allah SWT says, when the earth will be shaking a shaking from within. It 
doesn’t mention a specific part or area of the earth, but the whole globe. This will happen before 
the earth will be shattered and destroyed. And it will be shaking from within, from Allah SWT 
and everything will be leveled. Like everything else in this life, like blinking, walking, speech etc. 
- everything happens only because of Allah SWT’s permission. Nothing will be able to withstand 
this earthquake. Day of Judgement will not be held on this earth - it will be a white land, a land 
of no sins. 
 
 

 



In the second ayah, Allah SWT says that whatever is in the earth, it will bring it forth. How can 
this happen? This is from the Power of Allah SWT. We can choose to do what we do because of 
Allah SWT’s Permission but we have to remember that nothing is without account. This is a 
reminder again, that we should be grateful that we are alive and work to protect ourselves from 
this Day. So, whatever is in the earth will be brought out, every little weight (athqala ). All its 
treasures and dead bodies too. How many dead bodies are in the earth? Some are preserved 
like the Prophets SAW, and others decomposed except for the bones. Man was created from 
the tailbone and will be resurrected from the same. How many generations and how many 
millions! 
 

 

 
These people will all be ejected for accounting, no matter how long we live or how we die, we 
will be resurrected to account. This is a reminder for people wasting their lives on fulfilling their 
desires, instead of the purpose of our lives. This life is transitory, and our real home is Jannah 
and that is what we should be aiming for. A mixture of love and hope and fear will ensure our 
ultimate success.  
 
 
The third ayah talks about those people who will be in shock over the state of things on the Day 
of Judgement. The word here in insaan, which is mankind. The word is derived from nusiya 
which means to forget. These will be the people who were unaware, or who knew but didn’t 
think about it so much. They will wonder what is causing this earthquake and wonder about it. 
For a believer, when something happens we accept it as the Will of Allah SWT and move on, 
but the disbelievers will look for all sorts of reasons for whatever happens. 
 



 
 


