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The one carrying the Qur’an needs some special manners (آداب) and these manners come 
from the faith- faith is from what Allah and His Messenger says (قال اهلل وقال الرسول). 

   

THE SUPERIORITY AND PRECEDENCE OF THE RECITOR OF THE QUR’AN 
OVER OTHERS (يف ترجيح القرآء والبارع عىل غريهام) 

، قَاَل قَاَل رَُسوُل اللَِّه صىل الله عليه وسلم  " يَُؤمُّ الَْقْوَم أَقَْرُؤُهْم لِِكتَاِب اللَِّه    َعْن أيَِب َمْسُعوٍد األَنَْصاِريِّ
Abu Mas'ud al-Ansari reported Allah's Messenger (ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص) as saying: The one who is most 
versed in Allah's Book should act as Imam for the people, [Sahih Muslim 673 a]- part of 
longer hadith  

The one who is better versed with the Qur’an should be made a leader for the people.  

وعن ابن عباس ريض الله عنهام قال.. وكان القراء أصحاب مجلس عمر ومشاورته، كهوالً كانوا أو شبانًا  
Ibn Abbas (May Allah be pleased with them) reported: 'Uyainah bin Hisn came to Al-
Madinah and stayed with his nephew Al-Hurr bin Qais who was among those who were 
close to 'Umar (May Allah be pleased with him) and had access to his council. The scholarly 
persons, whether they were old or young, had the privilege of joining his council and he used 
to consult them. [Riyad as-Salihin Book 1, Hadith 357]- part of longer hadith. 

Umar رضــــــــــي اهلل عــــــــــنه was a leader and those in his inner circle were recitors of the Qur’an. 
You can see the effect of the Qur’an on the recitor of the Qur’an. He would take their 
advice because they would tell them about what Allah and His Messenger said (قــــــــــــــــــال اهلل 
 رضــــــــــي اهلل عــــــــــنه Irrespective of whether the recitor was young or old, Umar .(وقــــــــــال الــــــــــرســــــــــول
would take their advice because they were recitors of the the Qur’an. Allah will elevate 
the carrier of the Qur’an even though he is not concerned about position. Whereas Allah 
will not elevate the one who is concerned about ‘position’ and not about the Qur’an. 
Their honour is that Umar رضي اهلل عنه chose them.  

Recitation of the Qur’an is better than making tasbeeh, tahmeed and any other adhkaar 
because the Qur’an is the word of Allah. You get reward for reciting every letter of the 
Qur’an. It is from the tricks of shaithan to make you think that reciting the Qur’an takes 
you away from dhikr whereas in fact reciting the Qur’an is better than making dhikr. 
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HONOR OF THE PEOPLE OF THE QUR’AN AND THE PROHIBITION OF 
HARMING THEM (إكرام اهل القرآن والنهي عن إيذائهم) 

  

We do not go into the hearts and intentions of the people because it is between a person 
and Allah. We deal with people according to what they appear to us on the outside. If we 
see someone is with the Qur’an, we honour and respect them because of the Qur’an. 
Irrelevant of who that person is and what he does, you respect the person because he is 
from the people of the Qur’an. 

That’s why its said that the flesh of the scholars is poison. In general backbiting is not 
allowed, but to backbite a scholar is worse; as if one is eating poison because you are 
speaking about someone from the people of the Qur’an. They can also be from the 
awliya of Allah. In general do not even think bad about anyone because we don’t know 
about their heart. Imagine on the Day of Judgement, those who you backbite will take 
away all your good deeds from you- so we need to be careful.  

 َذٰلَِك َوَمن يَُعظِّْم َشَعائَِر اللَِّه فَِإنََّها ِمن تَْقَوى الُْقلُوِب
Thus it is [what has been mentioned in the above said Verses (27, 28, 29, 30, 31) is an 

obligation that mankind owes to Allah]. And whosoever honours the Symbols of Allah, 
then it is truly from the piety of the heart. [Surah Al Hajj 22:32] 

You respect the carrier of the Qur’an because of the Qur’an and not because of the 
person themselves. This also applies to any of the symbols of Allah; you respect and 
honour places of worship like the masjid and study circles. 

َذٰلَِك َوَمن يَُعظِّْم ُحرَُماِت اللَِّه فَُهَو َخرْيٌ لَُّه ِعنَد َربِِّه 
That (Manasik prescribed duties of Hajj is the obligation that mankind owes to Allah), and 

whoever honours the sacred things of Allah, then that is better for him with his Lord. 
[Surah Al Hajj 22:30] 

A Muslim himself should be respected. If one is a Muslim and a carrier of the Qur’an he 
is deserving of more respect. 

 َواْخِفْض َجَناَحَك لِلُْمْؤِمِننَي
And lower your wings for the believers (be courteous to the fellow-believers). (Surah Al Hijr 

15:88) 
Lower your wings out of respect to them and showing humbleness to them. It means 
they are ‘extra important’. Angels lower their wings for student of knowledge out of 
appreciation for their deeds.  
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ِبيًنا  َوالَِّذيَن يُْؤُذوَن الُْمْؤِمِننَي َوالُْمْؤِمَناِت ِبَغرْيِ َما اكْتََسبُوا فََقِد اْحتََملُوا بُْهتَانًا َوإمِْثًا مُّ
And those who annoy believing men and women undeservedly, bear on themselves the 

crime of slander and plain sin. (Surah Al Ahzab 33:58) 
Sometimes people harm others habitually till they become numb; they don’t feel they are 
doing anything wrong- this is a deception. When a message from Allah comes, we need 
to observe it and wake up. May Allah always make us see our faults, realise it and correct 
it. Ameen. We really need to respect the carrier of the Qur’an. 

يْبَِة  ، قَاَل قَاَل رَُسوُل اللَِّه صىل الله عليه وسلم  " إِنَّ ِمْن إِْجالَِل اللَِّه إِكْرَاَم ِذي الشَّ َعْن أيَِب ُموَىس األَْشَعِريِّ
لْطَاِن الُْمْقِسِط " .  الُْمْسلِِم َوَحاِمِل الُْقرْآِن َغرْيِ الَْغاِيل ِفيِه َوالَْجاِيف َعْنُه َوإِكْرَاَم ِذي السُّ

Narrated AbuMusa al-Ash’ari: The Prophet (ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص) said: Glorifying Allah involves showing 
honour to a grey-haired Muslim and to one who can expound the Qur'an, but not to one 
who acts extravagantly regarding it, or turns away from it, and showing honour to a just 

ruler.[Sunan Abi Dawud 4843] 
Your actions with people shows you are magnifying Allah. You need to show respect to 
old age Muslims, to the carrier of the Qur’an and to a just ruler. Anybody who can be 
left out, Allah gives them more respect. Respecting and honouring them is a way to bring 
stability to the society and it shows you are magnifying Allah. However, these three 
groups are also the subject of many jokes though they are those whom we should honour 
and respect.  


