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The Battle of Hunayn 
 
Seerah is something practical and easy to follow, an example to everything in the Quran. There 
is a lesson for us in each episode.  
 
This battle, of Hunayn, took place after Fattah Makkah when there was a great number of 
Muslims. The news spread that the Quraysh, the most powerful tribe in Arabia, were conquered. 
In Taif, there were two tribes that got together and decided that before the Muslims could come 
to them, they would attack first.  
 
They picked their leader, Malik ibn Awf, who was a very strong leader and he was great at 
motivational speeches as well. His strategy was to bring the children and wives of the army right 
behind them to keep them motivated to fight and not give up. He would also have them on 
camels to give the appearance that a great army was approaching. He also commanded that no 
sheaths be used for the swords, which meant fight till the death: kill or be killed. He also thought 
that the chances of the attacking army winning were higher than those of the defending army. 
 
Prophet Muhammad SAW sent a spy, and the man that was sent was scared and didn’t do a 
good enough job. In this is a lesson for us, that we do what we need to do with tawakkul, that a 
bad job on our parts can affect a larger population. The Muslim army comprised of muhajireen, 
and the ansar and the newer muslims. Fattah Makkah was a huge accomplishment so the 
Muslim army had started to take it easy. In this also a lesson, that we can never relax or be 
proud of our achievements. We should always be attached to Allah SWT and working hard 
towards our goals - expect our victories from Him. We shouldn’t give into the sharr of our nafs. 
 
So the armies faced off, one that had done lots of preparation and one that had not, that was 
feeling confident and proud. The attack shook and surprised the muslims, and the majority of 
them fled. Only Nabi SAW and a few of the muslims were left behind, still fighting. 
 
 


