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MANNERS OF THE TEACHER OF THE QUR’AN AND THE STUDENT OF THE QUR’AN 
(آداب معلم القرآن ومتعلمه) 

1- IKHLAAS (اإلخالص) 

The first manners required from a teacher and student of the Qur’an is Ikhlaas. Ikhlaas is to 
constantly purify your actions. Ikhlaas is a way of reforming. Do everything for Allah- give, 
withhold, reveal, disclose all for Allah. If one does anything for people then he will be a slave to the 
people. In Islam, do everything for Allah- even be good to people for the sake of Allah. This is the 
test of faith because we see the people and we don’t see Allah.  

THE ONE WHO IS SINCERE (MUKHLIS) IS TRUTHFUL.  

If one is not truthful in life, he will not be sincere and he will do shirk.  The one who is truthful 
(sadiq) does not care if he has no respect in the hearts of the people. He doesn’t care how people 
look at him because for him its important how Allah looks at him. His only mission is that he wants 
his heart to be purified. This attitude may not impress the people.  
The hypocrite is opposite the sadiq as his only concern is to impress the people and he is not 
bothered about his heart in front of Allah. This is contrary to what is being promoted in society 
which is to be busy with impressing the people. We need to do good to people but for Allah’s sake. 
If one is not truthful, he will go good to others but his inside is the opposite- smiling outside and 
boiling inside. When you do good to others for the sake of Allah, don’t think about how people ‘see’ 
you but be concerned about how Allah ‘see’s you. Allah says about the hypocrites in the Qur’an: 

  َوِمَن النَّاِس َمن يُْعِجبَُك قَْولُُه
And of the people is he whose speech pleases you in worldly life (Surah Al Baqarah 2:204) 

َوإَِذا رَأَيْتَُهْم تُْعِجبَُك أَْجَساُمُهْم  ۖ َوإِن يَُقولُوا تَْسَمْع لَِقْولِِهْم 
And when you see them, their forms please you, and if they speak, you listen to their speech.(Surah 

Al Munafiqoon 63:4)  

They are talking to impress the people and to have some value in front of them. Sometimes we teach 
this to children- we need to tell them that Allah sees what you do.  

The sadiq doesn’t like people to see even the small deeds that he does. The one who is truthful 
doesn’t disclose his deeds. There was a sahabi who said he woke up in the night, and he clarified that 
he didn’t wake up for prayer- he didn't people to think that he woke up for prayer. Sometimes we 
try to impress the people in a subtle way by indirectly making them think that we did something 
good- this is not being truthful. There was a man who used to fast regularly but even his family did 
not know that he used to fast. They used to hide their deeds to this extent.  
The one who is truthful also does not mind if people sees something bad from him. Though we 
should not deliberately expose our sins, it does to concern the truthful one if people see something 
bad from him.  This is actually an evidence that he doesn’t want any position in front of the people.  

TRUTHFULNESS IS A PRE-REQUISITE TO SINCERITY.  
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If one is seeking truthfulness from Allah in everything. He is living for the truth, saying the truth 
because he wants to reach to Allah. What will Allah give him? Allah will give him a mirror with 
which he can see all the amazing things in the duniya and the akhirah- this is insight. He sees 
beyond the tangible- He sees the Creator, His greatness, His beauty. For example, when he sees food 
he remembers the food of Akhirah, fire reminds him of the Hell-fire. With this mirror he sees 
everything as beautiful.  

2- TURNING AWAY FROM THE REWARD OF THE DUNIYA 
He doesn’t want to take his reward from the duniya. He always tells himself ‘reward comes later, 
later’. Duniya is instant payment. Even if the one who is truthful gets something from the duniya, 
his heart turns away from it. When one does any good deeds- like acquiring knowledge, Qur’an, he 
shouldn’t do it wanting anything from the duniya. This includes wanting money, leadership, position, 
feeling he is better than others, praise from people, wanting people to turn to him. A carrier of the 
Qur’an should not want any of this. Even if it comes, it should not impress him and enrich him. For 
example, when children do something good, they want the mother to reward them and not their 
siblings because they don’t have anything worthy to give. 

The one who is with the Qur’an and knowledge should not have any hope for any special treatment 
from people. They also don’t want people to serve him because he is scared about himself. The heart 
quickly turns. Even if he gets a gift for teaching the Qur’an, he doesn’t like it because he is scared of 
his heart. He knows that if he didn’t teach the person Qur’an he wouldn't get the gift. 

نْيَا نُؤْتِِه ِمْنَها َوَما لَُه ِيف اْآلِخرَِة ِمن  َمن كَاَن يُِريُد َحرَْث اْآلِخرَِة نَزِْد لَُه ِيف َحرْثِِه ۖ َوَمن كَاَن يُِريُد َحرَْث الدُّ

 نَِّصيٍب
Whoever desires the harvest of the Hereafter - We increase for him in his harvest. And whoever 

desires the harvest of this world - We give him thereof, but there is not for him in the Hereafter any 
share. (Surah Ash Shuraa 42:20) 

ITS ALL ABOUT WHAT YOU WANT. If you want duniya, Allah will give you duniya but there will 
be nothing in the akhirah.  

وعن أيب هريرة ريض الله عنه قال: قال رسول الله صىل الله عليه وسلم  " من تعلم علاًم مام يبتغى به 
وجه الله عز وجل ال يتعلمه إال ليصيب به عرًضا من الدنيا، مل يجد َعرف الجنة يوم القيامة" يعني 

ريحها. رواه أبو داود بإسناد صحيح. 
Abu Hurairah (May Allah be pleased with him) said: The Messenger of Allah (ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص) said, "A person 
who acquires (religious) knowledge, which is (normally) acquired to gain the Pleasure of Allah, (for 
the sole reason) to secure worldly comforts will not even smell the fragrance of Jannah on the Day 
of Resurrection (i.e., will not enter Jannah).” (Abu Dawud Riyad as-Salihin Book 18, Hadith 1620] 

This is so scary- the person is acquiring knowledge but because he did it for the sake of something 
in the duniya he will not even smell Paradise.  
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َفَهاَء أَْو لِيُبَاِهَي  َعِن ابِْن ُعَمَر، َعِن النَِّبيِّ ـ صىل الله عليه وسلم ـ قَاَل  " َمْن طَلََب الِْعلَْم لِيُاَمِرَي ِبِه السُّ
ِبِه الُْعلاََمَء أَْو لِيَْرصَِف ُوُجوَه النَّاِس إِلَيِْه فَُهَو ِيف النَّاِر " . 

It was narrated from Ibn 'Umar that: The Messenger of Allah said: "Whoever seeks knowledge in 
order to argue with the foolish, or to show off before the scholars, or to attract people's attention, 

will be in Hell.” (Sunan Ibn Majah Book 1, Hadith 262) 

Knowledge of Qur’an should be only for Allah. Not for wanting anything of the duniya. 


