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Al Adab Al Mufrad ( المفرد األدب ) – Consultation – Class #10 

Chapter 136: Chapter: Generosity of the self (باب سخاوة النفس) 

Hadith: ( َثَنا ثَ   : َقالَ  اْلَمْغَراِء، أَبِي ْبن   َفْرَوة   َحدَّ ْرَوةَ  ْبنِ  ِهَشامِ  َعنْ  م ْسِهٍر، ْبن   َعلِي   َناَحدَّ ٍد، ْبن   اْلَقاِسم   أَْخَبَرنِي  : َقالَ  ع  َحمَّ  ْبنِ  هللاِ  َعْبدِ  َعنْ  م 

َبْيرِ  َما َوأَْسَماَء، َعائَِشَة، ِمنْ  أَْجَودَ  اْمَرأََتْينِ  َرأَْيت   َما  : َقالَ  الز  ه  ود  ا م ْخَتلٌِف، َوج  ْيءَ  َتْجَمع   َفَكاَنتْ  َعائَِشة   أَمَّ ْيِء، إِلَى الشَّ  َكانَ  إَِذا َحتَّى الشَّ

ا َقَسَمْت، ِعْنَدَها اْجَتَمعَ   Abdullah ibn az-Zubayr said, "I have never seen two') (  . لَِغدٍ  َشْيًئا ت ْمِسك   لَ  َفَكاَنتْ  أَْسَماء   َوأَمَّ

women more generous than 'A'isha and Asma'. Their generosity was different. 'A'isha used to gather 

things and after they had been collected together, she would share them out. Asma' would not keep 

anything for the next day.") – Al Adab Al Mufrad 280 

 Abdullah bin Zubair (ra) said he didn’t see any more generous ladies than the two daughters of Abu 

Bakr (ra) – Aisha (ra) and Asma (ra), but he said their generosity was different. This shows generosity 

is different from person to person because people are different natures.  

 Aisha (ra) would keep what she receives as gifts, collect them and distribute them. Asma (ra) would 

not keep anything for tomorrow; she would immediately give it away. For example, if you get a 

hundred dirhams today, and the same for a week, then you will have 700, would you give it all 

away? Some might think to give half away. It shows they’re not afraid of tomorrow.  

 They might have different ways of being generous but the bottom line is they both gave away 

everything, subhan Allah. When the Prophet (ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص) died, he didn’t leave a dirham or dinar because 

his level of faith is so high. It doesn’t mean we give everything away because we don’t have that 

level of faith.  

Chapter 137: Chapter: To keep things for yourself (باب الشح) 

For example, we have leftover food and instead of giving it away, we think maybe ‘I’ll eat it tonight or 

tomorrow’ but it ends up getting thrown away and no one benefits, subhan Allah.  

Hadith: ( ِ  َرُسولَ  َسِمْعتُ  لَ َقا ـ عنه هللا رضى ـ ُهَرْيَرةَ  أََبا أَن    ُحب   فِي اْثَنَتْينِ  فِي َشاب ًّا اْلَكبِيرِ  َقْلبُ  َيَزالُ  لَ   "   َيقُولُ  وسلم عليه هللا صلى هللا 

ْنَيا، األََملِ  َوُطولِ  الدُّ ) (Narrated Abu Huraira (ra): I heard Allah's Messenger (ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص) saying, "The heart of an old 

man remains young in two respects, i.e., his love for the world (its wealth, amusements and luxuries) 

and his incessant hope.") - Sahih al-Bukhari 6420 

Hadith: ( َثَنا ٌد، َحدَّ َسدَّ َثَنا  : َقالَ  م  َهْيلِ  َعنْ  اَنَة،َعوَ  أَب و َحدَّ  أَبِي َعنْ  اللَّْجالَِج، ْبنِ  اْلَقْعَقاعِ  َعنِ  َيِزيَد، أَبِي ْبنِ  َصْفَوانَ  َعنْ  َصالٍِح، أَبِي ْبنِ  س 

َرْيَرةَ  ول   َقالَ   : َقالَ  ه  َبارٌ  َيْجَتِمع   لَ   : وسلم عليه هللا صلى هللاِ  َرس  َخان   هللاِ  َسبِيلِ  فِي غ  مَ  َود   الش ح   َيْجَتِمع   َولَ  أََبًدا، َعْبدٍ  َجْوفِ  فِي َجَهنَّ

 Abu Hurayra reported that the Messenger of Allah, may Allah bless him and) (  . أََبًدا َعْبدٍ  َقْلبِ  فِي َواإلِيَمان  

grant him peace, said, "The dust of the path of Allah and the smoke of Hellfire are never joined 

together in the heart of a slave. Belief and avarice are never joined together in the heart of a slave.") – 

Al Adab Al Mufrad 281 

 ( َيْجَتِمع   لَ  ): two things cannot be together. ( َِجْوف) is the empty space outside the heart. Allah (هلالج لج) says 

in Surah Al Ahzab 4: ( ا ُ  َجَعلَ  م  ن لَِرُجل    ٱّلل   Allâh has not made for any man two hearts) ( َۚجۡوفِِهۦ فِى َقۡلَبۡينِ  م 

inside his body.) – there can’t be two hearts in the jawf.  
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 Which two things can’t be together? Dust in the sake of Allah (هلالج لج). What does that mean? Someone 

struggling for the sake of Allah (هلالج لج). The smoke of the hellfire cannot be together with the dust in 

the sake of Allah (هلالج لج). So either you struggle for the sake of Allah (هلالج لج) or for ‘smoke’ meaning 

anything which can lead to the hellfire such as desires, sins. Notice it said smoke and not the hellfire 

because smoke is a warning for something bigger. A person can’t say ‘I love Allah and someone 

else’. You can’t be doing for Allah and someone else. Love of paradise can’t be together with love of 

the duniya. You don’t need to put the duniya inside your heart, when you concern is the akhira, 

Allah (هلالج لج) will bring the duniya to you. What else can’t be together? 

 Stinginess and faith can’t be together. A sign of your faith is sadaqah. If you believe in the unseen 

then you will give. So how can a person be generous? Work on the faith. When faith comes then you 

will be generous. And the more faith, the more generous you will be.  

 As a person gets older, they want to store and save clothes thinking this will be security for them, 

subhan Allah.  

Hadith: ( َثَنا َثَنا  : َقالَ  ن َعْيٍم، أَب و َحدَّ ، َحدَّ ا  : َقالَ  َربِيَعةَ  ْبنِ  هللاِ  َعْبدِ  َعنْ  اْلَحاِرِث، ْبنِ  َمالِكِ  َعنْ  األَْعَمش  نَّ ل وًسا ك  وا هللاِ، َعْبدِ  ِعْندَ  ج   َفَذَكر 

الً، وا َرج  ل قِِه، ِمنْ  َفَذَكر  ْنت مْ  َرْأَسه   َقَطْعت مْ  لَوْ  أََرأَْيت مْ   : هللاِ  َعْبد   َفَقالَ  خ  ونَ  أَك  وه   أَنْ  َتْسَتِطيع  ه    : َقالَ  لَ،  : َقال وا  ؟ ت ِعيد    ؟ َفِرْجل ه    : َقالَ  لَ،  : َقال وا  ؟ َفَيد 

ك مْ   : َقالَ  لَ،  : اَقال و وا أَنْ  َتْسَتِطيع ونَ  لَ  َفإِنَّ ل َقه   ت َغيِّر  وا َحتَّى خ  ِحمِ  فِي لََتْسَتقِر   الن ْطَفةَ  إِنَّ  َخْلَقه ، ت َغيِّر   َتك ون   ث مَّ  َدًما، َتْنَحِدر   ث مَّ  لَْيلًَة، أَْرَبِعينَ  الرَّ

   َيْبَعث   ث مَّ  م ْضَغًة، َتك ون   ث مَّ  َعلََقًة،
ل َقه ، ِرْزَقه   َفي ْكَتب   َملًَكا هللاَّ ا َوخ   Abdullah ibn Rabi'a said: "We used to sit') ( . َسِعيًدا أَوْ  َوَشقِي ً

with 'Abdullah and they mentioned a man together with aspects of his creation. 'Abdullah said, 'What 

would you think if you cut off his head? Would you be able to put it back on again?' 'No,' they replied. 

He said, 'And his hand?' 'No,' they said. 'And his foot?' they said. 'No,' he said. He said, 'You cannot 

change his character until you change his physical form. The drop remains in the womb for forty 

nights and then the blood congeals and then it becomes a blood clot and then a lump of flesh and 

then Allah sends an angel and he records his provision, his character, and whether or not he will be 

happy or miserable (in the Next World).'")  – Al Adab Al Mufrad 283 

 A group was gathered together talking about a man’s features. A person asked, ‘if you cut-off his 

head, can you return it?’ They said ‘no’. He asked ‘if you cut-off his hand, would you be able to bring 

it back?’ They said ‘no’. He asked ‘if you cut-off his foot, would you be able to bring it back?’ They 

said ‘no’.  

 He said, and we need to keep this as a ‘golden rule’ – ‘if you can’t change people’s features then 

you can’t change their character’. So it’s not upon to us to criticize others and their character. If you 

want good character than ask Allah (هلالج لج). And good manners come with faith. We can’t advise 

people about their manners, but we need to advise them about faith. Sometimes we tell people to 

have shyness, to be more generous, and be more grateful but this comes when you have the faith.  

 People cannot change people’s behaviors. We can’t change how people look and similarly with 

manners. We need to plant the seeds of faith first, water it and take care of it, and then the fruit 

comes. It takes time for a person to change.  

 The nutfah is established in the womb for forty nights, then this drop of water becomes congealed 

blood, then it’s a clot, then a lump of flesh, then Allah (هلالج لج) sends a angel to record the person’s 

provision, character, and if he’s miserable or happy in the hereafter, subhan Allah.  

 We shouldn’t be sitting talking about people’s behaviors because it doesn’t concern us.  
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Chapter 138: Chapter: Good manners if they understand (باب حسن الخلق اذا فقهوا) 

Sometimes you find someone who’s naturally well-mannered and another who isn’t. This is a test for 

both, the one who’s naturally well-mannered needs to change his intention and do it for Allah (هلالج لج) and 

the one who doesn’t needs to increase in faith and ask Allah (هلالج لج). 

Hadith: ( َثَنا َثَنا  : َقالَ  هللاِ، َعْبدِ  ْبن   َعلِي   َحدَّ لَْيَمانَ  ْبن   اْلف َضْيل   َحدَّ ، س  اتِ  ْبنِ  َصالِحِ  َعنْ  الن َمْيِري  اتِ  ْبنِ  َصالِحِ  ْبنِ  َخوَّ َبْيٍر، ْبنِ  َخوَّ  َعنْ  ج 

دِ  َحمَّ اَن، ْبنِ  َيْحَيى ْبنِ  م  َرْيَرةَ  أَبِي َعنْ  َصالٍِح، أَبِي َعنْ  ِحبَّ ول   َقالَ   : َقالَ  ه  لَ  إِنَّ   : وسلم عليه هللا صلى هللاِ  َرس  ج  ْسنِ  لَي ْدِرك   الرَّ ل قِهِ  بِح   َدَرَجةَ  خ 

 Abu Hurayra reported that the Messenger of Allah, may Allah bless him and grant him) ( . بِاللَّْيلِ  اْلَقائِمِ 

peace, said, "A man who is known for his good character has the same degree as someone who stands 

at night in prayer.") – Al Adab Al Mufrad 284 

 An ordinary man with his good manners will reach the level of someone standing for the night 

prayer, subhan Allah. Imagine someone with good manners and praying the night prayers, this is a 

very high level. May Allah (هلالج لج) grant us. Ameen. As for the one with bad manners and praying at 

night then this is of no benefit.  

May Allah (هلالج لج) help us apply what we learned. Ameen. 


