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A teacher respects and honours his students because he is an example for them. It is not only the 
students who respect their teacher.  

َعْن أَنٍَس، َعِن النَِّبيِّ صىل الله عليه وسلم قَاَل  " َوالَِّذي نَْفِيس ِبيَِدِه الَ يُْؤِمُن َعبٌْد َحتَّى يُِحبَّ لَِجارِِه - 
أَْو قَاَل ألَِخيِه - َما يُِحبُّ لَِنْفِسِه " . 

 It is narrated on the authority of Anas that the Prophet (may peace blessings be upon him) 
observed: By Him in whose Hand is my life, no, bondsman (truly) believes till he likes for his 

neighbour, or he (the Holy Prophet) said: for his brother, whatever he likes for himself.  
(Sahih Muslim 45 b) 

You love for your brother what you love for yourself; i,e,, you love success for yourself and also for 
your brother, you love to go to Paradise and you love your brother to go to Paradise. This is more for 
those who are closer to you- for your parents, your children, your students.  
Also, what you hate for yourself, you will also hate it for others. This is what it means to have ‘one 
heart’- you love for others what you love for yourself and your hate for others what you hate for 
yourself. A believer doesn’t think ‘who’ somebody is- he loves for all his brothers what he loves for 
himself. His faith is a barrier from thinking ‘who’ the person is. These feelings come slowly with 
time. This shows a pure heart. This applies in both matters of duniya and deen.  

After the death of the Prophet صـــــــــلى اهلل عـــــــــليه وســـــــــلم, people used to go to Ibn Abbas رضـــــــــي اهلل عـــــــــنه  to 
learn from him. He said that the most precious people to him are those who come to sit with him, 
meaning his students. They jump over people just to find a place next to him. He respects and 
honours them more than anybody else because they travelled to learn from him. This shows his 
appreciation for his students. It also shows his humbleness. He is not saying that he is a teacher so 
everybody needs to go to him and respect him. His students are not shying away from learning from 
him either. The one who brings himself closer, Allah will accommodate him.   
Then he said, if there is a fly on his student’s face, he will push it away because he wants his students 
to be comfortable. It shows the teacher is always thinking of the comfort of his students. People of 
bid’ah do the opposite- they are only focused on keeping the teacher comfortable, neglecting the 
students. In another narration it is mentioned that if a fly comes on his students it hurts him. This 
really shows his humbleness.  

The teacher shouldn’t think of himself higher than his students. He should be soft with them. This is 
because the students are learning from the teacher. The one on the upper hand needs to show more 
mercy to those who are under him. Some teachers think they need to be strict and force the students 
but this is wrong. The students are like the children of the teacher- you need to show them respect 
and not look down at them. This is how you need to deal with your children and also with the 
carrier of the Qur’an. There is nothing higher than the knowledge of the religion which is why those 
seeking this knowledge should be given that respect.  

Be very soft to those you are teaching. Also be soft with those you are learning from. The teacher 
needs to be soft with his students and the students need to be soft with his teacher. It begins from 
the teacher because the students learn form him. If the children have a strict teacher then you will 
notice that she will be strict with their siblings and others.  
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The ruling regarding teaching is that it is فــــرض كــــفايــــة. This means that it is sufficient to have one or at 
least few teachers in a society. But if nobody is a teacher, then everybody has a sin.  

The teacher needs to be eager to teach his students. If the students didn’t understand then the 
should teacher repeat himself. The teacher should prefer teaching his students over his own affairs. 
His priority should be to teach his students. He sacrifices his comforts over teaching his students.  

The Prophet صــلى اهلل عــليه وســلم had so much work but he accommodated everybody. Even in an office 
the boss needs to work more than his employees. 

When the teacher sits with his students he needs to empty his heart from anything else that can 
occupy it. The leader has more responsibilities, so he has no time for rest. Just like how Dhul 
Qarnain was attending to the needs of everybody. The teacher needs to be eager to make the student 
understand and give every student what is suitable for them. He deals with everybody according to 
their level. Some students prefers short concise explanation and others prefers long elaborate 
examples. This is all guidance from Allah.  

If a student understood, the teacher needs to praise him in a manner that will motivate him and not 
make him proud. Anybody who is not doing well, the teacher needs to be gentle with them and 
advice him. Don’t shout at them or scold them. All of this needs guidance from Allah and to be 
poor to Him.  

The teacher should also not compare students with each other which can make them jealous of each 
other. The eyes of the students and children are always on the teacher or on their parents seeking 
their approval. This makes it more important that the teacher or the parents treat all the students or 
children equally and fairly. This is all guidance from Allah. They need to be very just. A husband 
needs to be fas with all wives, a mother needs to be fair with all children and a teacher needs to be 
fair with all students. Also the teacher should not be jealous from his students.  

THIS IS ALL GUIDANCE FROM ALLAH. 


