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THE INTENTIONS OF THE SEEKERS OF KNOWLEDGE 

The carrier of the Qur’an needs to have the best etiquette. Through these etiquete, Allah is teaching 
us how to be among the dwellers of Paradise. There are so many treasures in this Qur’an but a lot of 
people underestimate it.  

The manners of the carrier of the Qur’an is not about learning or about teaching but it is about your 
manners with each other- how the student is with the teacher and how the teacher is with the 
students. This is how you learn.  

LEARNING FROM QUALIFIED TEACHERS  

AND STUDENTS NEED TO RESPECT THIS TEACHER 

Before learning, the student of knowledge needs to know the qualifications of the teacher. What is 
the teacher’s aqeedah? What is his manhaj? You need to know whom the teacher is taking the 
knowledge from- are they from Ahl us Sunnah was Jama’ah? Who are their scholars? May Allah 
guide us to the right way. Ameen.  

It is better to not learn than to learn from someone who has bid’ah or corrupted aqeedah. The 
teacher’s religion is apparent on him- he is praying, he is following Qur'an and sunnah. There is no 
grey area- his manhaj is clear and apparent on him. You don't take knowledge from just anybody- 
we need to really look at the background of the teacher.  

The student needs to look at the teacher with eyes of respect- not with eyes of disrespect or 
dispraise. If you look down at the teacher then you will not learn.  

وعن عمرو بن شعيب، عن أبيه ، عن جده ريض الله عنهم قال: قال رسول الله صىل الله عليه 

وسلم:  "ليس منا من مل يرحم صغرينا، ويعرف رشف كبرينا"  
'Amr bin Shu'aib (May Allah be pleased with him)on the authority of his father who heard it from his father reported: 
Messenger of Allah (ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص) said: "He is not one of us who shows no mercy to younger ones and does not acknowledge the 

honour due to our elders”. [At- Tirmidhi and Abu Dawud]. [Riyad as-Salihin Book 1, Hadith 355] 

This shows we need to look with eyes of respect towards our parents and our teachers. Allah knows 
what our eyes are saying. Some people attend lectures just to find fault with the teacher or just come 
as if they are watching a show. Study circles are a place of respect and Allah knows your intentions.  
Don’t go to a teacher, listen to him and then find faults with the teacher. The student needs to really 
feel that his teacher is someone worthy. Allah chose the teacher to have that position.  

When you look with respect towards your teacher then you will benefit from him. Allah knows 
what you have in your heart. If you do not have respect in your heart towards the teacher then you 
will not benefit from him. This clearly shows that they way you look at the teacher has an impact on 
how much you benefit from the teacher.  

Earlier, the students used to give sadaqa before learning and made dua- Ya Rabb, cover the mistakes 
and faults of the teacher from me and don’t take away the blessing of learning from me. He wants to 
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benefit from the teacher and he knows nobody is perfect so he made this dua. If you look down at 
the teacher then the blessing is removed from learning. We are all human beings and get affected 
when we see the faults of others. That’s why the students made dua because if they see the teacher’s 
sins then he they will look down at him and then they won’t benefit from learning from the teacher.  

A student of Iman Shafi’ee said that he never drank water in front of the teacher while he was 
looking at him out of respect towards the teacher- they want to benefit from the knowledge. 
Nowadays, we get distracted by the mobile phones, messages.  

Ali Ibn Abi Talib رصــــــــــي اهلل عــــــــــنه said that you make general salaam to everybody and a special salaam 
for the teacher- this shows respect. The student should sit in front of the teacher, should not point 
fingers at the teacher, should not wink at the teacher and shouldn’t say somebody said something 
contrary to what you said. Once somebody went to Ibn Baaz and told him that another scholar has 
more students than you. Ibn Baaz replied to him saying- ذلـك فـصل اهلل يـؤتـيه مـن يـشآء- ‘That is the favour 
of Allah and He bestows it to whom He wills’. The scholars did not have any issues with each other 
but the people in between tried to make problems between them. Ali ibn Abi Talib continued and 
said, don’t backbite other teachers in front of your teacher. This can either create enmity or it can 
make the teacher feel that he/she is better than the other teacher- both are wrong. Backbiting 
creates unnecessary bad feelings between people. He continued and said- don’t whisper to your 
friends during the lesson; don’t pull the teacher’s clothes maybe to draw attention of the teacher; 
don’t insist on the teacher if he feels lazy- because this can change the intention of the teacher and 
make him do the lesson because of the pressure from the students. He continued and said don’t turn 
away from the teacher because you are bored of him after so many years. Earlier, once the student 
was sure of the background of the teacher then he would make it clear that he was learning from 
this teacher and not escape midway without informing the teacher. If the student needs to leave the 
teacher probably because he wants to learn from somebody better then he needs to speak to the 
teacher and make it clear with him- this needs courage. The entry and exit into knowledge needs to 
be truthful. We don’t want to give a chance for the shaithan to create issues between the student and 
his teacher. Even if anybody says something bad about the teacher then you need to defend the 
teacher or clarify with the teacher in person. Never think bad about the teacher. 

MAY ALLAH GRANT US A TRUTHFUL ENTRY AND A TRUTHFUL EXIT. AMEEN.  

  


