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He said, "You were certainly, you and your fathers, in 
manifest error."

Allah brings us to life to reform us to go to Jannah. The one on 
the truth will see the sins as very big. At the time of the 
Messenger of Allah صلى اهلل عليه وسلم, everyone went to the masjid 
to pray the Fajr salaah in congregation. If someone was absent it 
was considered a grave mistake. Now if a man goes for Fajr 
salaah to the masjid, he is considered too religious. If the 
Sahabah and the Tabieen could see the ummah now, they would 
be horrified. The way to judge the condition of the ummah is to 
see how many people pray the Fajr congregation. 

Ibrahim عليه السالم could see the wrong in worshipping the idols 
when he was a young boy, while everyone else around him didn't 
think it was anything wrong. This is according to the level of faith. 

َقاَل
When Ibrahim عليه السالم questioned his father and the people 
about the idols to which they were so devoted, they justified 
themselves by saying that the were following the way of their 
ancestors. They didn't reply to the question of Ibrahim عليه السالم 

directly. So Ibrahim عليه السالم also replied in the same manner. 

َلَقْد ُكنتُْم أَنتُْم
Ibrahim عليه السالم used many words of affirmation, because he was confident of the truth. He used two 
pronouns one after the other, ُكنتُم and أنتم. This further emphasized his answer. Their forefathers were dead 
and gone, there was no point in blaming them. The pronouns in the middle of the sentence are for affirmation. 

 َوآبَاؤُُكْم
The words آباء and والدين are both used for parents. Allah uses والدين when He commands the believers to be 
good to their parents. The word آباء is generally used for the forefathers, by the disbelievers when they want to 
justify their polytheism. The words are paraphrased by Allah in the Qura'an, because the Qura'an is the words 
of Allah. 

ِفي َضاَلٍل 
Speaking the truth is not easy when you are surrounded by falsehood. But Ibrahim عليه السالم was not afraid of 
the people. He didn't say they were misguided, but instead he stated that they were all in misguidance. He was 
warning them without putting them down. The word في points to being immersed, as if they were in a hole, and 
couldn't see outside it. The one who is in darkness is used to it, and doesn't realize it is dark. If you see 
someone who is misguided, you should tell them, because they may not realize it themselves. If your entire 
family was misguided, you would have to show them by your behaviour. Ask Allah to make you use the best 
words. Then yiu have done your duty. If they don't believe, that is not your fault. 



When you see someone misguided, don't mock them. When someone is lost, you should not make fun of 
them. This is not right. Put yourself in their place. We were all in darkness before. The greatest misguidance is 
the kufr and shirk. 

When the forefathers were practicing polytheism, their offspring who followed their example, were more 
intensely polytheists. This reminds us of Nuh عليه السالم and his people, when each coming generation was 
more immersed in polytheism. This is why Allah used the word عابدين for the ancestors and عاكفني for the later 
generations. Maybe the person who invented an innovation in deen was not so committed to it, but those 
following him became more and more intense in it. Worshipping without knowledge is also a misguidance. 

مُِّبنيٍ
It is very clear that you can't hold on to what your ancestors did, because it is very light, like a spiderweb. The 
truth is so strong, like a rope. 

They said, "Have you come to us with truth, or 
are you of those who jest?"

َقاُلوا
They were surprised with his statement. The one who is misguided and doesn't want the truth will think that the 
person advising him has some ulterior motive. When someone is in a hole, they cannot see anything. 

ِعِبنَي أَِجئْتَنَا ِباْلَحقِّ أَْم أَنَت ِمَن الالَّ
They accused Ibrahim of joking with them, playing with his words, although his words showed that he was very 
serious. The one who doesn't want the truth will find excuses, and accuse the one with the truth. The kafir will 
deny and cover the truth. If they would open their hearts, they would see the truth. The words of someone 
jesting would be foolish and he would not be doing what he says. Ibrahim عليه السالم was serious about what he 
was saying, and he acted upon his words too. He didn't worship the idols. 

He said, "[No], rather, 
your Lord is the Lord of 

the heavens and the 
earth who created them, 

and I, to that, am of 
those who testify.

َقاَل
Now Ibrahim عليه السالم became more serious in his words, to refute their doubts. The disbeliever will always try 
to divert the situation from their disbelief, but Allah always brings them back to the same thing. He said the 
exact words which were needed, and this was his rushd. 

بَل
This was not a joke, so he says بل, refuting the former, that he was playing and joking. 

بُُّكْم رَّ
They were worshipping the idols, they were their آله, so he didn't use the word إله. He said ربكم instead, about 
the actions of Allah. Their idols didn't have any actions. The rushd in this situation was not to tell them to pray 
to Allah, but to inform them of the rububiyyah, the actions of the Rabb. 

َماَواِت َواأْلَرِْض الَِّذي فَطَرَُهنَّ رَبُّ السَّ
Allah is Ar-Rabb, the Nurturer and the Reformer. He provides for you. He elevates and upgrades you in faith. 



So he tells them with evidence. There are so many actions of Allah, and Ibrahim عليه السالم chose the creation. 
Allah is the One who made everything in fitrah, the nature. Allah takes care of all His creation, and Ibrahim عليه 
 chose the two greatest creations, the heavens and the earth. No one can argue with that. When you السالم
debate with disbelievers, don't talk about things that they can answer, but things which no one is able to 
answer. 

Allah is the Rabb of the heavens and the earth. He organizes them, disposes all their affairs. He placed all the 
provisions needed, and adorned them. The heavens and earth need someone to take care of them. If such 
huge creations needed someone, what about the tiny ones? If Allah didn't organize the universe, it would be in 
a chaos. But we see the whole entity works in perfect harmony. How can the human being think he can take 
care of himself? Worse, how can he think his idol will take care of him??

Allah gave us this fitrah, and He wants us to maintain it. But the human being collects all the dirt and impurities 
from his environment. The child reflects his pure fitrah, and has a love for all the good, and a hatred for all the 
evil. They are small physically, but they are emotionally adult. They can sense the souls of the people. 

اِهِديَن َوأَنَا َعَلىٰ ذَٰلُِكم مَِّن الشَّ
Ibrahim is not jesting, he really believed in and was witness to all this about Allah. The prophets and 
messengers were protected with the message, it was preserved with them, and they conveyed it most 
accurately. They were human beings, and forgot or made mistakes in normal life, but the message was always 
conveyed perfectly as they received it. 


