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ETIQUETTE OF THE STUDENT 

Ali رضــــــي اهلل عــــــنه said that if somebody spoke badly about your teacher, then you need to defend your 
teacher. It is worse when someone backbites their parents or their teachers. It is said that the ‘flesh 
of the scholars is poison’. This means that it is a great sin to backbite the scholars, more than when 
one backbites anybody else. When one backbites their teacher it is as if he is eating the poisoned 
flesh of his teacher. This leads to deprivation of knowledge. It is better to not come to the class than 
to come and then backbite the teachers. It is as if he is cheating- he just learnt from the teacher and 
then he backbites about them.  

FROM THE ETIQUETTE OF ENTERING THE STUDY CIRCLE 

The study circles are not like any other gatherings because they are the most beloved to Allah. Allah 
loves gatherings where Allah is remembered. Allah made the angels to come and witness this 
gathering, though our faith is nothing compared to the faith of the Angels. Yet they appreciate the 
one who goes to the study circles to learn. All of this makes it more important to have the proper 
etiquette in the study circles.  
The student should show respect to the gathering by coming properly; i.e., he should be clean, pure, 
washing the mouth, his heart should be free from anything that can occupy it. What are the matters 
that can occupy the heart? The house, people and all duniya matters. Women end to be more 
occupied with thoughts about her household than men because of their nature. We need to struggle 
against ourselves and push away such thoughts while in the study circles.  
The student should enter the class with permission especially for those classes that require 
permission to enter. If the class has not commenced, then the student should enter making salaam 
to this present at the gathering with a special salaam for the teacher. While leaving the gathering, he 
should also say salaam and a special salaam for the teacher. If there are lots of students then you 
make salaam to everybody you meet. So the student enters with salaam and exits with salaam.  
The student should not make problem with people. We go to the study circle to increase in faith so 
from the time we leave our home, while driving, while at the traffic signal, while parking- every 
moment we need to be with peace. We need to be aware of our actions. Remind yourself that from 
the time you left your home you are in the path of Allah.  
Earlier people used to sit on the floor. If one came late to the study circle, then he should not cross 
over the neck of the people. In general, don’t be a cause for disturbing the people. You need to be 
aware of your surroundings. He should sit at the closest available a spot, unless he has a valid reason 
and permission from the teacher to come forward.  We want to acquire knowledge and want Allah 
to be pleased with us, we need to be aware of how we are dealing with people and situations along 
the way.  
Also, a person cannot make another move from their place in order to sit there. There is no reserving 
of seats in study circles. We are going to the study circle to get the mercy of Allah, so we need to 
deal with each other with mercy as well. We do not want to be unfair and lose the reward. It is not 
about the place where one sits but it is about the purity of the heart.  
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If the seating is like a circle, then one should not sit in the middle of the circle, except for some valid 
reason. If two people are sitting together, then one should not push himself between them and 
separate them. If they make a space for him, then he can sit.  

when you are told, "Space yourselves" in assemblies, then make space; Allah will make space for you. 
[Surat Al-Mujādila 58:11] 

ETIQUETTE OF STUDENTS OF KNOWLEDGE WITH EACH OTHER 

Study circles are a special place so it needs to be pure from anything that can spoil it. Angels do not 
stay in places where there is anything bad so we need to be extra careful with our behaviour with 
each other in the study circles. They need to behave well with their companions- irrespective of 
whether you know them or not. You deal well with everyone who is present at the gathering.  

Any misbehaviour with other students is misbehaving with the teacher. That is because 
misbehaviour with the guest is misbehaviour with the host. We really need to be extra cautious in 
the study circle- be in harmony with everyone without any clashes. That is how you preserve the 
gathering. To be a carrier of the Qur’an is a big honour so we need keep up the standard and see this 
as our duty. A carrier of the Qur’an should not misbehave with anybody- his colleagues, those 
working at the centre, etc.  

He should also sit like a student and not like a teacher. He should sit like he wants to learn and not 
like he wants to look for faults with the teacher. He should also raise his voice loudly, not laugh in 
the gathering and not to increase in speech without any reason. For example, she does not need to 
speak with her friend about other mundane matters. Don’t be fidgeting in the class. Don’t be playing 
with the pen, paper, etc. Imagine, do people fidget in front of a King? Then of course one should not 
fidget in a study circle because it is a gathering where Allah is remembered and Angels are 
witnessing.  Take it seriously. Don’t be playing. We are accountable for everything, yet we are 
playing. 

take the Scripture with determination. [Surat Maryam 19:12] 

The more you take it seriously, the more you will benefit. The truthful ones take everything that 
comes to them because they know it is from Allah- every command, prohibition, decree.. that’s why.. 

 

So take what I have given you and be among the grateful. [Surat Al-'A`rāf  7:144] 


