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TO BE PATIENT ON THE KNOWLEDGE 

To be patient on the knowledge shows there is a struggle associated with the knowledge. The 
evidence for this is in the story of Musa عـــــــــــــليه الســـــــــــــالم with Khidr. When you are studying, you have a 
curriculum- you are reading, listening. But situations arise along the way- similar to the story of 
Musa عــــــــــــــــــلــيــه الــســــــــــــــــــالم with Khidr- that require patience. While on the path of knowledge, one goes 
through different situations that he doesn’t go through anywhere else and one needs to be patient in 
all situations.  

CHOOSING THE BEST TIMES WITH THE TEACHER 

A student should also be careful about choosing the best times to speak with the teacher. He should 
not disturb the teacher when the teacher’s heart is occupied. When a student comes to a teacher, 
even if the teacher is busy, he will still accommodate the student. That is why the student needs to 
understand when is the best time to approach the teacher. If the student chooses a time which is not 
proper, the teacher will not say ‘don’t come’. It is the responsibility on the student to know what is 
the best time to approach the teacher. The student needs to be observant if the heart of the teacher 
is occupied, he is tired, bored, rejoicing or sad about something, hungry or thirsty. The teacher will 
not tell the students of his needs- it is the duty of the student to understand the needs of the 
teacher- he is sleepy, tired, sad, worried, upset. etc. The student needs to take care of these matters 
that can be difficult for the teacher. If the student chooses the wrong time, then he may not get the 
complete attention of the teacher, depriving himself from getting a complete answer to his queries- 
this shows everybody is a human being. Choosing the wrong time is bad for both the student and 
the teacher. The student needs to choose a good time when everybody is active.  

Also from the manners is to patient on any faults of the teacher that the student may have been 
exposed to. We are all human beings. We need to choose the good times in order not to expose some 
faults of the teacher. If the student chooses the wrong time then maybe this may cause the teacher 
to lose patience, or become angry- we don't want our faults to be exposed in front of each other. 
Sometimes we are pushing people to behave badly with us- all of this leads to fitnah. May Allah 
conceal our faults with each other. Ameen.  

نْيَا َواآلِخرَِة“   قَاَل رَُسوُل اللَِّه صىل الله عليه وسلم  “َمْن َسَرتَ ُمْسلِاًم َسَرتَُه اللَُّه ِيف الدُّ
It was narrated from Abu Hurairah that the Messenger of Allah (ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص) said: 

“Whoever covers (the sin of ) a Muslim, Allah will cover him (his sin) in this world and in the 
Hereafter.” [Sunan Ibn Majah Vol. 3, Book 20, Hadith 2544] 

This is a fitnah- some student expose the faults of the teachers to others. This can make the third 
person to look down at people of religion. This test comes more to those who have been acquiring 
knowledge for some time- but irrespective of when the test comes, the student should cover the 
teacher and nor expose him. He is acquiring knowledge from that teacher so the student should not 
expose him. Don’t let this test to stop you.  
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This is a difficult test- but it happens which is why it is being mentioned in the book. The student is 
exposed to something which makes him wonder- ‘why did this happen?’. Just like between Musa 
الـــســــــــــــــــــالم عــــــــــــــــــلـــيـــه   and Khidr. The student needs to think good and give a good interpretation of the 
situation. Any situation you face, you don’t need to interpret it in a negative way- ‘she didn’t say 
salaam to me, maybe this reason.. etc.’ Don’t entertain such thoughts in your mind. We need to raise 
ourselves above such negativity. Expect the unexpected. Everything you face is just a test for your 
truthfulness. You are not going to the study circle for the sake of the teacher, but for the sake of 
Allah. Don’t take the situations personally. If you take it personally it may be that you are just 
thinking about that incident instead of being occupied with the knowledge you learnt. Take the 
message personally from Allah and not from the teacher- then you will benefit.  

If you hear something about the teacher that you don’t like, you give excuses for the teacher. 
Overcome your ego and apologise to the teacher- ‘I made a mistake’. Don’t be proud. This is good 
for you in the duniya and in the akhirah. This breaks your ego and this is how you benefit from the 
knowledge. This is good for you and for the teacher. You need to be humble to the knowledge. The 
proud person will not learn. Anybody who is not being patient on the humiliation of knowledge will 
remain in the blindness of ignorance. You really need to break this ego.  

THE ONE WHO IS PATIENT ON THE KNOWLEDGE,  
ALLAH WILL GIVE HIM HONOUR IN THE DUNIYA AND IN THE AKHIRAH.  

 


