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TO BE EAGER FOR THE KNOWLEDGE 

To be greedy or extremely eager is dispraised in any other matter. Greed is from the nature of the 
human being. We need to direct this green within ourselves in the right way. We need to stop 
ourselves from being greedy towards anything else because it can be a sickness. We need to be 
greedy and eager for the knowledge. Knowledge should be our main focus and goal and not which 
seat I get in the class or my relationship with the teacher- I need to go to the study circle just for the 
knowledge. The position is irrelevant. We need to constantly ask ourselves and purify our intentions- 
why am i coming? Intentions can easily get corrupted along the way so constantly ask yourself and 
purify your intentions for seeking knowledge.  

AM I EAGER FOR THE SAKE OF THE KNOWLEDGE OR FOR THE SAKE OF THE POSITION? 

 قَاَل رَُسوُل اللَِّه صىل الله عليه وسلم  " إِنَّ اللََّه الَ يَْنظُُر إَِىل ُصَورِكُْم َوأَْمَوالُِكْم َولَِكْن يَْنظُُر إَِىل قُلُوِبُكْم 
َوأَْعاَملُِكْم " . 

Abu Huraira reported Allah's Messenger (ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص) as saying: Verily Allah does not look to your faces 
and your wealth but He looks to your heart and to your deeds. [Sahih Muslim 2564 c] 

Allah will not look at how you are outside but He will look at your inside- what are you eager for? 
You need to be truthful- why exactly are you eager? Why are you racing, running, wanting to be 
early? The true seeker of knowledge is always eager for the knowledge- not based on his mood and 
likings. Yo need to eager for the knowledge all the time- morning, afternoon or evening. Don’t look 
at anyone else except the knowledge.  

HAVE THE RIGHT INTENTION AND DON’T GO TO EXTREMES.  

  
Allah does not charge a soul except [with that within] its capacity. [Surat Al-Baqarah 2:286] 

Everybody knows their limit- that point where you are stretched to your full capacity but not so 
much that you will burst- the point where your ‘balloon’ is filled to the maximum. The same applies 
to knowledge. Don’t make your balloon loose- if you know you can do more, then you do more. For 
the knowledge, push yourself to your maximum capacity.  

   
Rather, man, against himself, will be a witness, Even if he presents his excuses.  

[Surat Al-Qiyāmah 75:14,15] 

For the knowledge don’t be satisfied with ‘little’. Do more and push yourself to do your maximum 
capacity. Everybody is not the same and everybody has their own limit so each one should assess 
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themselves and push harder to achieve their full potential for the knowledge. Don’t pressure others 
because everybody is on different levels. That’s why don’t push others and pressure them. Your 
responsibility is your own self. 

 قال رسول الله صىل الله عليه وسلم :  " من حسن إسالم املرء تركه ما ال يعنيه” 
Abu Hurairah (May Allah be pleased with him) reported: 

Messenger of Allah (ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص) said, "It is from the excellence of (a believer's) Islam that he should shun 
that which is of no concern to him”. [At-Tirmidhi]. [Riyad as-Salihin  Book 1, Hadith 67] 

Your knowledge is between you and Allah- you don’t need to ask others and put others in an 
awkward position. Don’t be satisfied with little when you can do more. Everybody knows how much 
you can do. In our journey to Allah, it's just me and Allah- nobody else but we bring others into the 
picture unnecessarily.  

It is said that two are never satisfied- the seeker of the duniya and the seeker of knowledge- they 
always want more and more.  

At the same time, don't go to the other extreme and do something you cannot bear. You are the only 
one who can assess yourself, don’t give any thought to what anybody else says. You know your 
capacity- don’t leave your ‘balloon’ with less air than it can hold and don’t blow it too much that it 
will burst- you know your limits. When you are doing something for Allah then it should not be a 
burden and make you irritated or get angry with your family members. When you do for the sake of 
others you will feel imbalanced. But if you really do it for the sake of Allah you will feel happy and 
relaxed.  

When you are coming into the religion, come slowly, slowly- based on your own pace and don’t rush 
into everything and burden yourself. Many dive into the religion and overwhelm themselves or get 
bored. If you over-do something it can lead to boredom.  

If you do more than what you can bear, then you will lose all what you did before because you 
burdened yourself. That’s why the constant small deeds are better than the occasional big deeds. 
Everybody has a different path to take in knowledge based on your own capacity- at which point 
will your ‘balloon’ be full? This also applies to the parable of the valley- based on how much your 
valley is filled with water, all your sicknesses and flaws float to the top, based on the nurturing you 
are going through- there are many factors that determine when your ‘balloon’ will be full. People 
have different valleys- for some with a little water all their sicknesses are cleared whereas others 
require lots of knowledge to purify themselves. If you are in the path of knowledge and feel you are 
‘fine’, then you need to increase your dosage of knowledge because you need to feel your sicknesses. 
Knowledge should show you your reality- it should bring out all the scum and dirt from our ‘valley’. 
With more water, meaning knowledge, the more your sicknesses come up to the top.  

If you come to the study circle and you didn’t find the teacher then you should wait. This shows that 
this is a common occurrence. The teacher is a test for the student and the student is a test for the 
teacher. When you are patient, then you will be rewarded.  
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If your teacher did not come, then you don’t go to another teacher instead. There can also not be two 
imam in the same masjid. This is all to avoid any fitnah that can arise. Study circle has more attack 
from shaithan than any other place. So you want to avoid anything that can lead to any fitnah.  

If you find the teacher is resting or busy with something important, then you need to consider that 
because the teacher will not tell you to not come. The teacher is obliged to answer you. So as a 
student you need to be cautious of the needs of the teacher. Just be patient like the sahaba (May 
Allah be pleased with them).  

 


