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Al Adab Al Mufrad ( المفرد األدب ) – Class #16 

Book on Cursing and Defamation 

Chapter 151: The fault-finder (  َباب   اْلَعيَّاب) 

Hadith: ( َثَنا ٍد، َحدَّ َحمَّ َثَنا  : َقالَ  م  َثَنا  : َقالَ  م وَسى، َحدَّ َهْيٌب، َحدَّ ، أَْخَبَرَنا  : َقالَ  و  د  رٍ  َعنْ  َداو  َثن ي  : َقالَ  َعام  اك   ْبن   َجب يَرةَ  أَب و َحدَّ حَّ   : َقالَ  الضَّ

وا َولَ  }   : َسل َمةَ  َبن ي ف ي َنَزلَْت، ف يَنا مَ   : َقالَ  ، { ب األَْلَقاب   َتَناَبز  ول   َعلَْيَنا َقد  ا َولَْيسَ  وسلم عليه هللا صلى هللا   َرس  نَّ لٌ  م  ، لَه   إ لَّ  َرج   َفَجَعلَ  اْسَمان 

ب ي  ا ، َيا  : َيق ول   وسلم عليه هللا صلى لنَّ ولَ  َيا  : َفَيق ول ونَ  ف الَن  ه   هللا ، َرس  ْنه   َيْغَضب   إ نَّ  Ad-Dahhak said, "It was about us) (   . م 

(the Banu Salima) that these words were revealed, 'Do not find fault with one another' (49:11)" He 

went on to say, "The Messenger of Allah, may Allah bless him and grant him peace, came to us and 

there was not a man among us who did not have two names. The Prophet, may Allah bless him and 

grant him peace, began to say, 'O so-and-so!' and they said, 'Messenger of Allah! That will make him 

angry!'") – Al Adab Al Mufrad 330 

 It’s not funny when people make fun of each other. The Muslim doesn’t give bad nicknames to 

others or insults them such as saying ‘fatty’, ‘couch potato’, etc.  

Hadith: ( َثَنا دٍ  َحدَّ َحمَّ َقات ٍل، ْبن   اْلَفْضل   أخبرنا  : َقالَ  م  ثَ   : َقالَ  م  يد   َناَحدَّ يٍم، أَب ي ْبن   َيز  ْعت    : َقالَ  اْلَحَكم   َعن   َحك  َمةَ  َسم  ْكر  ي لَ   : َيق ول   ع   أَْدر 

ه َما ه ، اْبن   أَو   َعبَّاسٍ  اْبن   َطَعاًما، ل َصاح ب ه   َجَعلَ  أَي  َية   َفَبْيَنا َعمِّ ْم، َبْينَ  َتْعَمل   اْلَجار  يه  مْ  َقالَ  إ ذْ  أَْيد  ه  كَ  لَمْ  إ نْ  َمْه،  : َفَقالَ  َزان َية ، َيا  : لََها أََحد  دَّ  َتح 

ْنَيا ف ي كَ  الد  د  َ  إ نَّ   : َقالَ   ؟ َكَذاكَ  َكانَ  إ نْ  أََفَرأَْيتَ   : َقالَ  اْْلخ َرة ، ف ي َتح 
شَ  اْلَفاح شَ  ي ح ب   لَ  هللاَّ َتَفحِّ  Ikrima was heard to say, "I') (   . اْلم 

do not know which o f them, either Ibn 'Abbas or Ibn 'Umar, was giving his companions food, and a 

slavegirl was working in their presence. One of them said to her, 'Harlot!' He said, 'Easy! If she does 

not exact the hadd punishment (i.e. for slander) from you in this world, she will take it from you in the 

Next World.' The man said, 'And what do you think if it (what I said) is the truth?' He replied, 'Allah 

does not love anyone who greatly exceeds the sounds in speaking of indecencies.") – Al Adab Al 

Mufrad 332 

 There were two people and one of them said to a slave-girl, ‘you harlot’, and notice it didn’t say who 

said it in order to conceal the faults of others.  

 Then the other person said to him, ‘watch out, if she doesn’t take her rights from you in the duniya, 

she will take it in the akhira’. Then the one who said it continued to say , ‘I’m not lying, she is one’, 

subhan Allah. Then the other person said, ‘Allah does love the one who speaks indecently’.  

 If she’s not a harlot, then this is slandering because he’s saying it in front of her. And if she is a 

harlot, a person doesn’t need to say it.  

 From this we learn to not be a reason to spread negativity even if it’s true. 

 A person shouldn’t spread negativity and say ‘why are they doing this here?’. When a person is 

spreading negativity, you shouldn’t add to it, rather you should be an extinguisher. A student of 

knowledge should put off the flames. When there’s negativity in the house, then be the one to 

extinguish it. When a person is silent, then it shows he agrees.  

 Look at how the Companion went back and told him to not talk like that because Allah (هلالج لج) doesn’t 

like it; this shows bravery. The one who’s spreading negativity and is complaining is cowardly.   
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Hadith: ( َثَنا ٍد، َحدَّ َحمَّ َثَنا  : َقالَ  م  ٍد، ْبن   هللا   َعْبد   َحدَّ َحمَّ َثَنا  : َقالَ  م  د   َحدَّ َثَنا  : َقالَ  َساب ٍق، ْبن   م َحمَّ ، َعن   إ ْسَرائ يل ، َحدَّ يَم، َعنْ  األَْعَمش   إ ْبَراه 

ب يِّ  َعن   هللا ، َعْبد   َعنْ  َعْلَقَمَة، َعنْ  ن   لَْيسَ   : َقالَ  وسلم عليه هللا صلى النَّ ، اْلم ْؤم  ان  عَّ ، َولَ  ب الطَّ ، َولَ  اللَِّعان   (   . اْلَبذ ي َولَ  اْلَفاح ش 

('Abdullah reported that the Prophet, may Allah bless him and grant him peace, said. "The believer is 

neither a defamer nor a curser nor outrageous nor obscene.") – Al Adab Al Mufrad 332 

 The common factor between all of these descriptions is the tongue. 

 The believer doesn’t defame or call others bad names. He doesn’t curse people or objects. He 

doesn’t speak indecently, nor speaks vulgar or low talk.  

 The believer is above all these types of talks. Perhaps a Muslim, but not a believer.  

Praising People (باب ما جاء في التمادح) 

On the one hand a person shouldn’t spread negativity and insult others and on the other hand a person 

shouldn’t praise for no reason either. A person needs moderation and balance in everything. May Allah 

  .guide us to the Straight Path. Ameen (هلالج لج)

Chapter 153: What has come about praising people (  ح َماد   (َباب   َما َجاءَ  ف ي التَّ

Hadith: ( َثَنا ٍد، َحدَّ َحمَّ َثَنا  : َقالَ  م  َثَنا  : َقالَ  آَدم ، َحدَّ ْحَمن   َعْبد   َعنْ  َخال ٍد، َعنْ  ش ْعَبة ، َحدَّ رَ  الً َرج   أَنَّ  أَب يه ، َعنْ  َبْكَرَة، أَب ي ْبن   الرَّ ك  ْندَ  ذ  ب يِّ  ع   النَّ

لٌ  َعلَْيه   َفأَْثَنى وسلم عليه هللا صلى ب ي   َفَقالَ  َخْيًرا، َرج  ن قَ  َقَطْعتَ  َوْيَحكَ   : وسلم عليه هللا صلى النَّ َراًرا، َيق ول ه   َصاح ب َك، ع  ك مْ  َكانَ  إ نْ  م   أََحد 

ًحا ه   َيَرى َكانَ  إ نْ  َكَذا،وَ  َكَذا أَْحَسب    : َفْلَيق لْ  َمَحالَةَ  لَ  َماد  يب ه   َكَذل َك، أَنَّ  ، َوَحس 
ي َولَ  هللاَّ  Abu Bakr reported that) (  . أََحًدا هللا   َعلَى ي َزكِّ

a man was mentioned in the presence of the Prophet, may Allah bless him and grant him peace, and 

someone praised him. The Prophet, may Allah bless him and grant him peace, said, "Woe to you! You 

have cut off the head of your companion!" and he repeated that several times. He went on, "If one of 

you must praise someone, he should say, 'I consider that so-and-so is such-and-such.' Allah is the One 

who will take account of him if he thinks that he is indeed like that, No one can appropriate Allah's 

right to attest to someone's character.") – Al Adab Al Mufrad 333 

 A person was talking to the Prophet (ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص) and this person mentioned someone whom he greatly 

praised. Keep in mind the man being praised was not present. 

  Afterwards, the Prophet (ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص) said ‘woe to you, you’ve cut his neck by praising him’, subhan Allah. 

Then the Prophet (ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص) kept repeating this a few times. 

 What does it mean to cut-off his neck? It means you’ll destroy him if you keep praising him. 

 The Prophet (ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص) said if you want to praise then say ‘I consider he’s like this’. Allah (هلالج لج) is 

sufficient to take account of the person. Only Allah (هلالج لج) is the Most Praiseworthy.  

 For example, someone might say ‘he’s so kind and generous’, though maybe he’s not like that, only 

Allah (هلالج لج) knows. Our weakness is we love praise and we love to be praised now, we don’t want to 

wait when Allah (هلالج لج) will praise us, subhan Allah.  

 We’re not doing ihsan to someone when we’re praising them. Keep in mind we’re not talking about 

not praising children or someone who’s down; we’re talking about over and unnecessary praise.  

Hadith: ( َثَنا ٍد، َحدَّ َحمَّ َثَنا  : َقالَ  م  د   َحدَّ َحمَّ ، ْبن   م  اح  بَّ َثَنا  : َقالَ  الصَّ يل   َحدَّ ا ْبن   إ ْسَماع  يَّ َثن ي  : َقالَ  َزَكر   َعنْ  ب ْرَدَة، أَب ي َعنْ  هللا ، َعْبد   ْبن   ب َرْيد   َحدَّ

عَ   : َقالَ  م وَسى أَب ي ب ي   َسم  لٍ  َعلَى ي ْثن ي الً َرج   وسلم عليه هللا صلى النَّ يه ، َرج  ب ي   َفَقالَ  َوي ْطر   َقَطْعت ْم، أَوْ  أَْهلَْكت ْم،  : وسلم عليه هللا صلى النَّ
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ل   َظْهرَ  ج   Abu Musa reported that the Prophet, may Allah bless him and grant him peace, heard a) (  . الرَّ

man praise another man and he was using exaggeration in his praise of him. The Prophet, may Allah 

bless him and grant him peace, said, "You have destroyed - or broken - the man's back.") – Al Adab Al 

Mufrad 334 

 The Prophet (ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص) said when you’re over praising someone then you’re destroying the person or 

breaking his back. Over praising causing others to put someone up like an idol, thus making them 

proud and making other jealous of him; it just causes sicknesses of the heart.   

Hadith: ( َثَنا ٍد، َحدَّ َحمَّ َثَنا  : َقالَ  م  َثَنا  : َقالَ  َقب يَصة ، َحدَّ ، َحدَّ ْفَيان  ْمَرانَ  َعنْ  س  يمَ  َعنْ  ْسل ٍم،م   ْبن   ع  ، إ ْبَراه  يِّ ْيم  ا  : َقالَ  أَب يه   َعنْ  التَّ نَّ ل وًسا ك   ج 

ْندَ  َمَر، ع  لٌ  َفأَْثَنى ع  لٍ  َعلَى َرج  ه ، ف ي َرج  لَ، َعَقْرتَ   : َفَقالَ  َوْجه  ج     َعَقَركَ  الرَّ
 Ibrahim at-Taymi reported that his father) (   . هللاَّ

said, "We were sitting with 'Umar and one man praised another man to his face." He said, "You have 

wounded the man. May Allah wound you.") – Al Adab Al Mufrad 335 

 One praised another in his face, and Umar (ra) said ‘then it’s as if you have cut-off his legs’, subhan 

Allah.  

Hadith: ( َثَنا ٍد، َحدَّ َحمَّ َثَنا  : َقالَ  م  ، َعْبد   َحدَّ الم  َثَنا  : َقالَ  السَّ َبْيد   َعنْ  َحْفٌص، َحدَّ ْعت    : َقالَ  أَب يه   َعنْ  أَْسلََم، ْبن   َزْيد   َعنْ  هللا ، ع  َمرَ  َسم    : َيق ول   ع 

دٌ  َقالَ  َذْبٌح، اْلَمْدح   َحمَّ  Zayd ibn Aslam reported that his father heard 'Umar state, "Praise is) (    . َقب لََها إ َذا َيْعن ي  : م 

slaughter." The transmitter added, "He meant when it is accepted.") – Al Adab Al Mufrad 336 

 Praise is like slaughter, subhan Allah. Whoever believes in Allah (هلالج لج) and the Last Day then let him 

say good or remain silent. So it’s not a good when a person spreads negativity or over-praises; it’s 

better to be silent. There is the worship of being silent or you preserve your tongue by only saying 

what’s good – Allah (هلالج لج) says and the Prophet (ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص) says.  

May Allah (هلالج لج) grant us good manners and protect us from such acts. Ameen. 

 

 


