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And We made them leaders guiding by Our command. 
And We inspired to them the doing of good deeds, 

establishment of prayer, and giving of zakah; and they 
were worshippers of Us.

The worst situation in your life will elevate you in ranks, if you use 
it the right way. People wanted to burn Ibrahim عليه السالم in the 
inferno, and this was the peak of their rejection. But Allah didn't 
allow this to happen, and commanded the fire to cool. Allah 
saved him from the fire and the disbelief, and bestowed him with 
sons, in his old age. Then Allah nurtured them and made their 
righteous. No one but Allah can do this. Everything else is a 
means, don't depend on them. Allah is املصلح, the Reformer. 

Ibrahim was righteous, even though his father was a disbeliever. 
Our test is the means, do you believe in Allah or the means? You 
must do your part, take the means, but don't depend on them to 
make your children righteous. A teacher or book or school is just 

means, only Allah can reform. The 
righteous are the dwellers of Jannah. This 
is the foundation on which you must build 
your character. Then you will achieve the 
level of the martyrs, and the truthful ones. 
All the prophets and messengers were 
righteous. 

ًة  َوَجَعْلنَاُهْم أَِئمَّ
Allah made the offspring of Ibraheem عليه 
 أئمة religious leaders. The word السالم
comes from the verb َّأم, to go forward. It is 
plural of إمام. The leader is someone who 
must be ahead of his people, someone to 
whom people direct themselves. 

Not everyone 
can be an 
imam. The 
Messenger of 
Allah صلى اهلل 
 is the imam of the whole universe. In the eyes of uninformed people, Abu عليه وسلم
Bakr could be better suited for this position, because he was rich, had a high 
status in society, or Umar, who had a very strong personality. But Allah chose the 
Prophet Mohammad صلى اهلل عليه وسلم, who was unlettered, quiet, didn't have the 

َوإِنََّك َلَعَلىٰ ُخُلقٍ َعِظيمٍ
And indeed, you are of 

a great moral 
character
سورة القلم 
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skill of oratory. But Allah chose him, because he had He knew the purity of his heart, and his hidden qualities. 
The messengers never conformed to the measure of the people, because only Allah knows the hearts. This is 
a test for the people. When someone doesn't look like a leader, and suddenly starts speaking, this is surely 
from Allah. Allah makes the person an imam, it is not a personal choice. 

The qualification for the job of a religious leader or imam is patience and 
certainty. Only Allah knows if someone has these qualities in their hearts. 
When we appoint an imam for a masjid, we will look at outer 
qualifications, that he must have memorized the Qura'an, and have nice 
recitation. But actually, the religious leader must have patience and 
certainty, so that he can handle all kinds of people. If he is not patient, he 
cannot be a leader. He must also have strong belief. 

After Ibrahim عليه السالم 
completed tests of patience 
and certainty, he was made 
the imam. The leader must 
go through nurturing in life, 
cannot be established without being tested, you must go through 
trials to be nurtured. 

Ibrahim عليه السالم went through so many tests, then was given the 
position of imam. Imagine leaving your baby in the desert, and 
later slaughtering him.How can we complain? We don't have even 
an iota of these kinds of intense tests. 

The unjust oppressor cannot be imam, and will be extracted by 
Allah. It a not about 
position and 
education and power 

of speech, it is about patience and certainty. The oppressor is 
ineligible for this position. 

يَْهُدوَن ِبأَْمرِنَا
Another characteristic of the leader is that he guides by the 
command of Allah, not by his own desire. The word يهدون is in 
present tense, showing continuity. They are guiding the people all 
the time, this is their job for life. The job of the leader is not to 
dictate to people, and force them, but to guide them. They will 
never resign from their job. This is not by their desire, but 
according to the commands of Allah. They don't do what they think is right, but what Allah commands. The 
imam who follows his desires will corrupt the people. He will only do what is within the boundaries of Allah. He 
will always specify that it is a command from Allah, not them. 

It is important which group you are the imam for, so you make 
dua for the group before the leadership. To be a leader for 
people who follow their desires is dangerous, and a trial. 

  َوأَْوَحيْنَا إَِليِْهْم
Inspiration or وحي is a strong feeling, which pushes you to do 

something. It is a kind of guidance from Allah, not only for 
human beings, but for animals and insects and objects too. 

Allah inspired the mother of Musa عليه السالم to put her baby sin 
in a basket and throw him into the crocodile infested River 
Nile. When the inspiration comes, you just do the action 

unthinkingly. 

َا ًة يَْهُدوَن ِبأَْمرِنَا ملَّ  َوَجَعْلنَا ِمنُْهْم أَِئمَّ
َصبَرُوا ۖ وََكانُوا ِبآيَاِتنَا يُوِقنُوَن
And We made from among 
them leaders guiding by Our 
command when they were 

patient and [when] they were 
certain of Our signs.

سورة السجدة 
ُهنَّ ۖ َقاَل32:24  َوإِِذ ابْتََلىٰ إِبْرَاِهيَم َربُُّه ِبَكلَِماٍت فَأَتَمَّ

يَِّتي ۖ  إِنِّي َجاِعُلَك لِلنَّاِس إَِماًما ۖ َقاَل َوِمن ذُرِّ
َقاَل اَل يَنَاُل َعْهِدي الظَّامِلنَِي

And when Ibrahim was tried by his 
Lord with commands and he fulfilled 

them. [ Allah ] said, "Indeed, I will 
make you a leader for the people. 

[Ibrahim] said, "And of my 
descendants?" [ Allah ] said, "My 

covenant does not include the 
wrongdoers."

سورة البقرة 
2:124

 إِنَّ إِبْرَاِهيَم َكاَن أُمًَّة َقاِنتًا هللَِِّّ َحِنيفًا َوَلْم يَُك ِمَن
امْلُْشرِِكنَي

Indeed, Abraham was a 
[comprehensive] leader, devoutly 
obedient to Allah , inclining toward 
truth, and he was not of those who 

associate others with Allah 
سورة النحل 

16:120

 َوالَِّذيَن يَُقوُلوَن َربَّنَا َهْب َلنَا ِمْن أَزَْواِجنَا
يَّاِتنَا ُقرَّةَ أَْعنُيٍ َواْجَعْلنَا لِْلُمتَِّقنَي إَِماًما َوذُرِّ

And those who say, "Our Lord, grant us 
from among our wives and offspring 
comfort to our eyes and make us an 

example for the righteous."
سورة الفرقان 

25:74



Allah commanded the bees to 
collect the nectar and 
manufacture the honey from it. 
Yusuf عليه السالم was inspired 
when he was thrown into the 
well by his brothers, that he 
would inform them of their 
action later in the future. 

 ِفْعَل اْلَخيْرَاِت
The good deeds they were 
doing were inspiration from 
Allah.

When you do a good deed, don't give credit to yourself. Allah sees 
your heart and inspires you. The good deeds can be between you 
and Allah, and you and the people. 

In deen, there are obligatory actions, and voluntary, extra. You must struggle to do the obligations, and Allah 
helps you will the voluntary ones. This is inspiration from Allah, by His permission, so don't be proud and 
arrogant. 

Not everyone is inspired. There may be a rock on the way, and so many people will see it, but only one will be 
inspired, pushed to remove it. This all depends on your heart. Do you feel the servitude to Allah? Do you feel 
the need for Him? 

اَلِة َوإِيتَاَء الزََّكاِة َوإَِقاَم الصَّ
From all the hiid deeds, Allah tells us the specific ones, the salaah and the zakaat. Salaah is your connection 
with Allah, and the best salaah is the one you establish, with all its pillars and conditions, even if it is only the 
obligatory prayers. The best worship is the prayer, so focus on it. 

The zakaat is the best that you can do for the people, giving a part of your wealth, a part of yourself, that you 
love, to help others. 

وََكانُوا َلنَا َعاِبِديَن
The condition of their hearts was that they were 
already worshipping Allah, so Allah inspired them to do 
good deeds. The word لنا is before عابدين, showing that 
they worshipped Allah alone, affirming this. Their title 
is عابدين, which is a noun, like a stamp upon their 

 َوأَْوَحىٰ َربَُّك إَِلى النَّْحِل أَِن
 اتَِّخِذي ِمَن اْلِجبَاِل بُيُوتًا
ا يَْعرُِشوَن َجِر َوِممَّ َوِمَن الشَّ
And your Lord inspired 
to the bee, "Take for 
yourself among the 

mountains, houses, and 
among the trees and [in] 

that which they 
construct.
سورة النحل 
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 َوَلَقْد أَْوَحيْنَا إَِلىٰ ُموَسىٰ أَْن أَْسِر ِبِعبَاِدي

 فَاْضرِْب َلُهْم طَِريًقا ِفي اْلبَْحِر يَبًَسا الَّ تََخاُف
َدرًَكا واََل تَْخَشىٰ

And We had inspired to Moses, 
"Travel by night with My servants and 
strike for them a dry path through the 
sea; you will not fear being overtaken 

[by Pharaoh] nor be afraid [of 
drowning]."

سورة طه 
20:77

يَوَْمِئٍذ تَُحدُِّث أَْخبَارََها
That Day, it will report its 

news
ِبأَنَّ َربََّك أَْوَحىٰ َلَها

Because your Lord has 
commanded it.

سورة الزلزال 
99:4-5



character, their description. They were worshipping Allah alone. 

The messengers worshipped Allah alone, showing their servitude to Him, in all their actions. This cuts your 
ego. Worship is not only the formal actions, but the daily routine too. So you sleep on your right side, reciting 
all the ahdkar, because your Master told you to, you eat with your right hand, mentioning the name of Allah, 
because He said to do it. 


