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Fruit of Knowledge is Action ( العمل العلم ثمرة ) – Day 12 

This lecture is based on the book: ( العمل العلم ثمرة ) by Sheikh Abdulrazaq Al Badr. The pdf of the book can 

be found here: 

 http://www.alhudasisters.com/wp-content/uploads/%D8%AB%D9%85%D8%B1%D8%A9-

%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B9%D9%84%D9%85-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B9%D9%85%D9%84.pdf  

Main Points: 

1. First Matter: Knowledge and action are the purpose of creation ( الخلق مقصود العمل و العلم ) 

2. Second Matter: The slave is responsible for his knowledge, what did he do with it? (  عن مسؤول لعبدا

به؟ عمل ماذا علمه ) 

3. Third Matter: Warning and threat to the one who doesn’t act on his knowledge (  يعمل ال لمن تهديد و وعيد

 (بعلمه

4. Fourth Matter: Actions are a means for entering paradise ( الجنة لدخول سبب العمل ) 

5. Fifth Matter: Hastiness of the righteous predecessors (may Allah be pleased with them) to act upon 

the knowledge ( بالعلم للعمل السلف مسارعة ) 

6. Sixth Matter: Hastiness of the righteous predecessors (may Allah be pleased with them) to leave the 

prohibitions ( المنهيات ترك الى السلف مبادرة و مسارعة ) 

7. Seventh Matter: Acting is a means to keep the knowledge firm ( ورسوخه العلم لثبات سپ العمل ) 

8. Eighth Matter: Acting on knowledge is the greatest in dawah ( الدعوة في أبلغ بالعلم العمل ) 

9. Ninth Matter: Ask Allah for the help to act on the knowledge ( بالعلم العمل على اإلعانة هللا سؤال ) 

Tenth Matter: Dispraise for the one who doesn’t act on the knowledge (  يشتغل ال من ذم

 (بالعمل

Mentions of dispraise for the one who doesn’t act on the knowledge 

5. A man said to Ibrahim bin Adhem: ( لَُكۡم   أَۡسَتِجبۡ  ٱۡدُعونِى   َربُّڪُمُ  َوَقالَ  ) (And your Lord said: "Invoke Me, [i.e. 

believe in My Oneness (Islâmic Monotheism)] (and ask Me for anything) I will respond to your 

(invocation).) – Surah Ghafir 60. Then he further said, ‘why do we ask and Allah (هلالج لج) doesn’t respond 

to us?’, subhan Allah. Though it’s clear Allah (هلالج لج) says He will respond. So Ibrahim said ‘it’s because 

of five matters’. What are they? 

o You knew Allah (هلالج لج) but you’re not fulfilling His rights from tawheed, submission, reliance, 

love. This means there’s no action.   

o You’re reading the Quran but you’re not acting on it. People think reciting the Quran alone is 

acting, but this is not acting on it, it needs action.  

o You said you love the Prophet (ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص), yet you left his Sunnah, subhan Allah. It’s just a claim 

but there’s no action.  

o You said you curse Iblis yet you obeyed and listened to the shaitan. 

o You left your faults and looked at the faults of others.  We need to look at ourselves and 

faults, and see how can we correct ourselves. And with the people we need to overlook their 

faults.  
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 Because of these five matters, we’re making dua but it’s not being answered. May Allah (هلالج لج) forgive 

us and help us to act. Ameen. 

 

6. Sufyan Ath Thawri said ‘may Allah have mercy on Aba Hazim who said people are pleased and 

content with knowledge and left acting upon it’, subhan Allah.  

 

7. Malik bin Dinar said ‘verily when the slave seeks knowledge in order to act on it, then the knowledge 

will break him, but the one who seeks knowledge without acting then it will increase him in 

transgression and pride ‘. For the knowledge to break a person means it will make him humble. 

Acting on the knowledge is a safeguard from pride and arrogance. Not all students of knowledge are 

students of knowledge; it’s not about how much you memorize or learn but how much you apply. 

May Allah (هلالج لج) help us. Ameen.  

 

8. Abdullah bin Al Muatiz said ‘knowledge without actions is like a tree with no fruits’. He also said 

‘know the hypocrite’s knowledge is in his words and the believer’s knowledge is in his actions’, 

subhan Allah.  

 

9. Ma’rouf Al Karkhi said ‘when Allah wants goodness for someone then He will open the doors of 

action (this means Allah (هلالج لج) already opened the doors of knowledge for him) and He will close the 

doors of argument and dispute for him’. This shows the one who’s arguing and disputing is the one 

who’s not acting on the knowledge, but the one who’s busy with acting on the knowledge then 

there’s no place for arguing. If someone is arguing too much then it shows no actions. May Allah 

  .protect us. Ameen (هلالج لج)

 He continued to say ‘and if Allah wants evil for a person then He will open the door of arguments for 

him and close the door of actions’. May Allah (هلالج لج) protect us. Ameen. We need to look at ourselves, 

‘are we arguing and talking too much?’. It takes us energy to argue and dispute so this leaves no 

energy to act beneficially.  

 

10. Al Hasan Al Basri heard people arguing and understood ‘these people have become bored from 

worship, so it became easy for them to talk, and their fear became less. If a person is busy with 

worshipping Allah (هلالج لج) then he will not argue. 

 

11. Bishr bin Al Harith said ‘knowledge will be good when it’s acted on but it will be harmful if it’s not 

acted on’. Recall the one who doesn’t pay zakat, so he will be resurrected with having a snake 

around his neck saying ‘I’m your treasure, I am your wealth’. It will be harmful for the person in the 

duniya and akhira.  

 

12. Sufyan bin ‘Ayeena said ‘if knowledge doesn’t benefit you then it will harm you’.  

 



 بسم هللا الرحمن الرحيم
Fruit of Knowledge is Action ( العمل العلم ثمرة ) 

06 April 2017 – 09 Rajab 1438 

 
Page 3 

13. Al Khateeb said: ‘if knowledge doesn’t benefit you then it will harm you because it will be against 

you’. Imagine on the Day of Judgment to have had the knowledge but not acted on it. May Allah (هلالج لج) 

help us to act. Ameen.  

 

14. And what’s most beautifully said in this chapter. Sufyan was asked, ‘which is more beloved to you? 

Knowledge or actions? He said, ‘I need knowledge in order to act, so don’t leave seeking knowledge 

in order to act and don’t leave acting in order to seek knowledge’. This means both knowledge and 

actions are required. 

Conclusion  

 The author quoted from the book ( العمل العلم إقتضاء ) by Al Baghdadi may Allah have mercy on him 

saying: ‘I advise you o seeker of knowledge to have a sincere intention in seeking it for the sake of 

Allah (هلالج لج) and make the effort to act on it. Knowledge is like a tree, and actions are the fruits. A 

person cannot be considered a knowledgeable person if he’s not acting on the knowledge. So don’t 

give up knowledge because you’re afraid of acting. And don’t be content with the knowledge you 

have though you have shortcomings in acting. It’s important to combine between knowledge and 

actions even if it it’s little. There’s nothing weaker than a scholar who’s teaching others but people 

are leaving his knowledge because his way is not suitable. For example, a teacher has knowledge but 

people leave him because his way is not good (whether he’s impatient or shouting). Or someone 

who doesn’t have knowledge, but is doing many worships such as prayer and fasting so people go to 

him for knowledge though he’s not knowledgeable’. 

 Knowledge and actions require determination and will-power. A person shouldn’t give excuses, or 

keep saying ‘I’ll do it tomorrow’; it requires truthfulness.  

 Knowledge is needed for actions and actions are needed for salvation. We seek refuge with Allah 

 from knowledge without action. This knowledge will be a burden, a humiliation and a chain (هلالج لج)

around a person’s neck.  

 May Allah (هلالج لج) fix all our affairs and makes us benefit from what He taught us, to teach us what 

benefits us and to increase us in knowledge.  

 This doesn’t mean a person leaves the study circles because it requires acting. Allah (هلالج لج) opened the 

door for seeking knowledge and each person needs to look at himself and not look at others.  

This is the end of this series. All praises are due to Allah (هلالج لج) for allowing us to complete it. May Allah 

  help us act on our knowledge and not make it against us. Ameen (هلالج لج)

 


