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Al Adab Al Mufrad ( المفرد األدب ) – Class #17 

Book on Cursing and Defamation 

Chapter 154: Someone who praises his companion when he feels the companion is secure in 

faith (باب من أثنى على صاحبه إن كان آمنا به) 

Hadith: ( َثَنا ٍد، َحدَّ ثَ   : َقالَ  ُمَحمَّ َثنِي  : َقالَ  هللاِ  َعْبدِ  ْبنُ  اْلَعِزيزِ  َعْبدُ  َناَحدَّ  أَبِي َعنْ  أَبِيِه، َعنْ  ُسَهْيٍل، َعنْ  َحاِزٍم، أَبِي ْبنُ  اْلَعِزيزِ  َعْبدُ  َحدَّ

بِيَّ  أَنَّ  ُهَرْيَرَة، ُجلُ  نِْعمَ   : َقالَ  وسلم عليه هللا صلى النَّ ُجلُ  نِْعمَ  َبْكٍر، أَُبو الرَّ ُجلُ  نِْعمَ  ُعَمُر، الرَّ ُجلُ  نِْعمَ  ُعَبْيَدَة، أَُبو الرَّ  نِْعمَ  ُحَضْيٍر، ْبنُ  أَُسْيدُ  الرَّ

ُجلُ  اٍس، ْبنِ  َقْيسِ  ْبنُ  َثابِتُ  الرَّ ُجلُ  نِْعمَ  َشمَّ ُجلُ  نِْعمَ  اْلَجُموِح، ْبنِ  َعْمِرو ْبنُ  ُمَعاذُ  الرَّ ُجلُ  َوبِْئسَ   : َقالَ  َجَبٍل، ْبنُ  ُمَعاذُ  الرَّ  َوبِْئسَ  فاُلٌَن، الرَّ

ُجلُ   Abu Hurayra reported that the Prophet, may Allah bless him and grant him) ( . َسْبَعة   َعدَّ  َحتَّى فاُلَنٌ  الرَّ

peace, said, "The best of men is Abu Bakr. The best of men is 'Umar. The best of men is Abu 'Ubayda. 

The best of men is Usayd ibn Hudayr. The best of men is Thabit ibn Qays ibn Shammas. The best of 

men is Mu'adh ibn 'Amr ibn al-Jamuh. The best of men is Mu'adh ibn Jabal." Then he said, "The worst 

of men is so-and-so. The worst of men is so-and-so," until he had named seven men.) – Al Adab Al 

Mufrad 337 

 The Prophet (ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص) praised these people, but how did he praise them? ( َنِْعم): good is this person. He 

also praised the great ones from the Companions because he knows their faith would not get 

affected by the praise. This is teaching us as well that we shouldn’t dispraise the Companions of the 

Prophet (ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص) especially since he is praising Abu Bakr (ra) and Umar bin Al Khattab (ra), unlike 

deviated sects who dispraise them, astaghfar Allah.  

 The Prophet (ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص) also dispraised but he said ‘evil is so and so’. He didn’t mention the name 

directly; he doesn’t expose others.   

Chapter 155: Throwing dust in the faces of those who praise (باب يحثى في وجوه المداحين) 

Hadith: ( َثَنا ٍد، َحدَّ َثَنا  : َقالَ  ُمَحمَّ َثَنا  : َقالَ  هللاِ، َعْبدِ  ْبنُ  َعلِي   َحدَّ ْحَمنِ  َعْبدُ  َحدَّ ، ْبنُ  الرَّ َثَنا  : َقالَ  َمْهِديٍّ  ْبنِ  َحبِيبِ  َعنْ  َسِعيٍد، ْبنُ  ُسْفَيانُ  َحدَّ

َراَب، َوْجِههِ  فِي َيْحثِي اْلِمْقَدادُ  َفَجَعلَ  األَُمَراِء، ِمنَ  أَِميرٍ  َعلَى ُيْثنِي َرُجلٌ  َقامَ   : َقالَ  َمْعَمرٍ  أَبِي َعنْ  اِهٍد،ُمجَ  َعنْ  َثابٍِت، أَبِي  أََمَرَنا  : َوَقالَ  الت 

اِحينَ  ُوُجوهِ  فِي َنْحثِيَ  أَنْ  وسلم عليه هللا صلى هللاِ  َرُسولُ  َرابَ  اْلَمدَّ  Abu Ma'mar said, "A man began to praise one of) ( . الت 

the amirs. Al-Miqdad began to throw dirt in his face and said, 'The Messenger of Allah, may Allah 

bless him and grant him peace, commanded us to throw dust into the faces of those who praise 

people.'") – Al Adab Al Mufrad 339 

 A man was over-praising a ruler, so one of the people took sand and threw it in his face. He said, 

‘the Prophet (ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص) commanded us to throw sand in the face of those who over-praise’.  

 From this hadith we learn, when you take an action you have to explain it and the man took 

evidence from ‘Allah said and the Prophet (ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص) said’. It’s better to not over-praise otherwise the 

person deserves sand in his face.  

Hadith: ( َثنَ  ٍد، اَحدَّ َثَنا  : َقالَ  ُمَحمَّ َثَنا  : َقالَ  إِْسَماِعيلَ، ْبنُ  ُموَسى َحدَّ اٌد، َحدَّ  َكانَ  َرُجال   أَنَّ  َرَباٍح، أَبِي ْبنِ  َعَطاءِ  َعنْ  اْلَحَكِم، ْبنِ  َعلِي   َعنْ  َحمَّ

َرابَ  َيْحُثو ُعَمرَ  اْبنُ  َفَجَعلَ  ُعَمرَ  اْبنِ  ِعْندَ  َرُجال   َيْمَدحُ  اِحينَ  َرأَْيُتمُ  إَِذا  : وسلم عليه هللا صلى هللاِ  َرُسولُ  َقالَ   : َوَقالَ  فِيِه، َنْحوَ  الت   َفاْحُثوا اْلَمدَّ

َرابَ  ُوُجوِهِهمُ  فِي  Ata' ibn Abi Rabah reported that a man was praising another man in the presence of') ( . الت 
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Ibn 'Umar. Ibn 'Umar began to throw dust towards his mouth. He said, "The Messenger of Allah, may 

Allah bless him and grant him peace, said, 'When you see those who praise people, throw dust in their 

faces.'") – Al Adab Al Mufrad 340 

 Throwing sand in the face for praising is in order to stop the people from praising. Only Allah (هلالج لج) is 

worthy of praise. We love to be praised, but we need to take it from Allah (هلالج لج) and not from people. 

Praise either affects us either by making us proud, or jealous if we hear others being praised. It can 

also make a person commit shirk in order to do good deeds for others so they may be praised.  

Chapter 156: The person who praises in poetry (باب من مدح في الشعر) 

Hadith: ( َثَنا ٍد، َحدَّ َثَنا  : َقالَ  ُمَحمَّ اٌج، َحدَّ َثَنا  : َقالَ  َحجَّ ادُ  َحدَّ ْحَمنِ  َعْبدِ  َعنْ  َزْيٍد، ْبنِ  َعلِي   َعنْ  َسلََمَة، ْبنُ  َحمَّ  األَْسَودِ  َعنِ  َبْكَرَة، أَبِي ْبنِ  الرَّ

بِيَّ  أََتْيتُ   : َقالَ  َسِريعٍ  ْبنِ  َ  َمَدْحتُ  َقدْ  هللاِ، َرُسولَ  َيا  : َفقُْلتُ  وسلم عليه هللا صلى النَّ
اكَ  َوِمَدٍح، بَِمَحاِمدَ  هللاَّ  اْلَحْمَد، ُيِحب   َربَّكَ  إِنَّ  أََما  : َفَقالَ   . َوإِيَّ

بِي   لِيَ  َفَقالَ  أَْصلَُع، ُطَوالٌ  َرُجلٌ  َفاْسَتأَْذنَ  أُْنِشُدهُ، َفَجَعْلتُ   َجاءَ  ُثمَّ  َفأَْنَشْدُتُه، َخَرَج، ُثمَّ  َساَعة   َفَتَكلَّمَ  َفَدَخلَ، اْسُكْت،  : وسلم عليه هللا صلى النَّ

َتنِي، َتْينِ  َذلِكَ  َفَعلَ  َخَرَج، ُثمَّ  َفَسكَّ ا، أَوْ  َمرَّ نِي الَِّذي َهَذا َمنْ   : َفقُْلتُ  َثالَث  تَّ  'Al-Aswad ibn Suray) ( . اْلَباِطلَ  ُيِحب   لَ  َرُجلٌ  َهَذا  : َقالَ   ؟ لَهُ  َسكَّ

said, "I came to the Prophet, may Allah bless him and grant him peace, and said, 'Messenger of Allah, I 

have praised Allah and you in poems of praise and eulogies.' He said, 'As far as your Lord is concerned, 

He must be praised,' and so I began to recite them. Then a tall bald man asked for permission to enter. 

The Prophet, may Allah bless him and grant him peace, told me, 'Be silent.' The man came in and 

spoke for a time and then left. Then I recited again. Then the other man came back and he made me 

silent again. Then the man left again. That happened two or three times. I asked, 'Who is this man for 

whom I must be silent?' He replied, 'This is a man who does not like falsehood.'") – Al Adab Al Mufrad 

342 

 A poet came to the Prophet (ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص) and said I made praises for Allah (هلالج لج) and you O Prophet (ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص). 

What did the Prophet (ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص) tell him? 

  As for your Rabb, He loves the praise. How do we praise Allah (هلالج لج)? ‘Alhamdulilah Rabb Al 

‘Alameen’. To praise Him for His perfect names and attributes. Only Allah (هلالج لج) is Al Hameed, He is 

the Most Praiseworthy and only He deserves the praises. If you’re generous or you do good to 

others, it’s only because Allah (هلالج لج) gave you these qualities. You just tell someone ‘jazaki Allah khair’ 

– may Allah grant you goodness.  

 Then he said as for other praise then this is falsehood, subhan Allah. Recall in the grave, the good 

deeds will come in the form of a man and he will say ‘I am your prayer, fasting, etc and then he will 

say ‘jazaki Allah khair’. If he said ‘jazaki Allah khair’ to someone dead, so what about someone alive? 

Subhan Allah.  

 As students of knowledge, we shouldn’t praise or dispraise either; just be neutral. If someone does 

good to you, then just say ‘jazaki Allah khair’. Plus we don’t like it when we’re over-praised.  

Book on Visiting and Guests 

Chapter 158: Do not honour your guest in a way which will be burdensome for him (  َْبابُ  ل ُتْكِرم

 (َصِديَقكَ  بَِما َيُشق   َعلَْيهِ 
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Hadith: ( َثَنا دُ  َحدَّ َثَنا  : َقالَ  اْلُمَثنَّى، ْبنُ  ُمَحمَّ َثَنا  : َقالَ  ُمَعاٌذ، َحدَّ دٍ  َعنْ  َعْوٍن، اْبنُ  َحدَّ  َيُشق   بَِما َصِديَقكَ  ُتْكِرمْ  لَ   : َيقُولُونَ  َكاُنوا  : َقالَ  ُمَحمَّ

 Ibn 'Awn reported, "They used to say, 'Do not honour your guest in a way which will be) ( . َعلَْيهِ 

burdensome for him.'") – Al Adab Al Mufrad 344 

 Sometimes we want to be generous and want to give our friend some food, so we go to her and say 

‘you have to eat this, you really you have to, come on’. Or you’re about to leave a party and they say 

‘not now, we didn’t give you dinner yet’.  

 Don’t be hospitable by making things difficult on others, or try to get good deeds by being on 

people’s heads. A person shouldn’t make takaluf on others.  

 When we’re forced like this we end up feeling obliged but then we don’t do it for Allah (هلالج لج). There’s 

no compulsion in religion which takes you to paradise, so we don’t need to force someone to eat or 

drink. It’s important to make it an easy relation without pressure.  

 When we eat , drink and visit just because others say so then this is flattery. There’s no ikhlas and 

we’re only doing it out of pressure. We shouldn’t put pressure on others.  

 It’s important to accept whatever others can give you; a person doesn’t need to snatch that bite or 

that drink or that love from others.  

Manners of Hospitality by Sheikh Al Fawzan: 

There are manners for the host and the guest.  

As for the host: 

1. Do not make takaluf (being burdened) for having guests over. The one who’s most stressed and 

tense is the host, why? Because of takaluf; you think you have to be a table spread from the 

beginning to the end of the house. Even for your own wedding or children’s wedding, others enjoy it 

while you’re all tense. This is because of takaluf. Don’t take out loans for a party either; this is 

takaluf. Also takaluf affects the children and hurts their hearts when they see you bring the best 

cakes for the guests and you don’t give them. Or you serve the guests in beautiful cutlery and the 

children are served in plastic plates.  

 

2. To give the guest the best you can, and not takaluf; this is moderation.   

 

3. Have a smile on the face and be happy to have the guest. Honoring the guest is a worship and it’s 

not about giving too much food or the best food, but talking with them and smiling.  

 

4. To serve your guest what he likes to eat and it should be sufficient. For example, you might be on a 

diet, but it doesn’t mean your guests should be on a diet either, or you like spicy food, don’t make 

all the food spicy. Food served should be a sufficient amount – not to give more or less.  

 

5. Don’t ask the guest – ‘do you want some food or drinks?’ otherwise they will say ‘no, it’s fine’. Just 

bring out the food and drinks to the guest without asking. Ibrahim (as) brought a roasted calf and 
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this shows there’s always food in his house. If the guest wants to eat then they can and if not then it 

can be taken away. 

 

6. Be quick in bringing out the food and drinks to the guest so the visit will be quick otherwise the 

guests will stay too long. Don’t make people wait until they can eat. The Companions used to stay a 

long time with the Prophet (ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص) but he was shy to ask them to leave but Allah (هلالج لج) is not shy from 

the truth. No host will tell the guests to leave otherwise people will say they are rude, but as a 

guest, just eat and leave. Don’t say ‘can I stay longer?’, otherwise of course the host will say yes, but 

only to be polite.  

May Allah (هلالج لج) help us to act on what we learned. Ameen. 

 

 


