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And [mention] Daud and Sulayman, when they judged 
concerning the field - when the sheep of a people 
overran it [at night], and We were witness to their 

judgement.

َوَداُووَد َوُسَليَْماَن  
The واو in the beginning of the ayah shows that Allah is saying 
remember Daud and Sulayman عليه السالم also, in addition to the 
messengers mentioned previously. This surah is regarding the 
role of the messengers, and Allah gives us different examples of 
the messengers.

إِذْ يَْحُكَماِن ِفي اْلَحرِْث  
Both Daud and Sulayman عليهما السالم were given knowledge and 
the ability to make judgement. They were sent to the Bani Israeel. 
There was one case on which both of them gave different 
judgements. 

إِذْ نَفََشْت ِفيِه َغنَُم اْلَقوْمِ 
Two men came to Daud عليه السالم, and appealed to him to judge between them. One of the men owned a field, 
with agricultural crops, and the other man owned a herd of sheep. One night, the owner of the sheep didn't 
secure them, so they strayed into the field which belonged to the other man, and destroyed all the crops. In the 
morning, the owner of the field found that the sheep had annihilated his field, and he blamed the owner of the 
sheep for it. So they decided to go to Daud عليه السالم to resolve this conflict. Daud عليه السالم judged that the 
sheep should be given to the owner of the field, as punishment for the owner of the sheep. Sulayman عليه السالم  
made a different judgement, ruling that the sheep should be given to the owner of the sheep for a limited time, 
until he restored the amount he lost when the sheep destroyed his crops. When the field is restored, the sheep 
would be returned to their original owner. This was a longer drawn out plan. 

The role of Daud and Sulayman عليهما السالم was to make judgements for the Bani Israeel. Imagine how 
challenging this must have been, given the challenging nature of the Bani Israeel. The judge must be very 
careful to make the right judgement, according to his ability. 

Allah wants to teach us something here. There was one case, and two 
different judgements. The case was about the field which was destroyed by 
the sheep. The owner of the sheep was to blame for not securing them 
properly, he was responsible for his sheep. The field was so badly 
destroyed, that the word نفشت is used by Allah to describe its condition. The 
word is derived from the verb نَفََش, which means to make fluffy. It is used for 
scattered cotton wool, something spread out. It is also used for a herd of 
livestock which is put to pasture at night, without a shepherd to look after 
them. On a different note, it also means too much talk. 

The herd of sheep had an owner. If they hadn't belonged to anyone, there 
would have been no case, because no one would have been responsible for them. One person owned the 
heard, but Allah says غنم القوم. This is to keep the identity of the owner of the sheep private. We have been 

     نفشت  ◄  نَفََش 
�� الصوف املنقوش

�� املتفرق
�� يرعى ليال بال راع

�� كثرة الكالم



commanded not to expose the faults of others. It was the way of the Messenger of Allah صلى اهلل عليه وسلم that 
when he wanted to reprimand someone, he spoke about it in plural terms, or ambiguously. The one at fault 
would hear it and quietly rectify his mistake, and no one would know about it. We must never disclose the sins 
of others. So the name of the owner of the sheep is not disclosed to us, nor is the name of the owner of the 
field, although Daud and Sulayman عليهما السالم knew them. 

وَُكنَّا لُِحْكِمِهْم َشاِهِديَن
Allah was Witness over their judgment, although it may have been done privately, not on a public court. 

And We gave 
understanding of the case 
to Sulayman, and to each 

[of them] We gave 
judgement and knowledge. 

And We subjected the 
mountains to exalt [Us], 

along with Daud and [also] the birds. And We were doing [that].

ْمنَاَها ُسَليَْماَن ۚ وَُكالًّ آتَيْنَا ُحْكًما َوِعْلًما فَفَهَّ
There were two judges, both had been given knowledge and the ability to judge. But Sulayman عليه السالم had 
something extra, he had الفهم, a deeper understanding of the situation. This is the third component, with 
knowledge and judgement. This is not to say that Daud عليه السالم was wrong in his judgement, he judged 
according to his ability. Sulayman عليه السالم was given فهم. 

We must take the messengers as القدوة, role models, not judge them and find them lacking. We must never 
underestimate the messengers. Don't compare and judge, just understand and learn. When you can't 
understand a topic, you must ask Allah to help you understand it. Don't beg people. The teacher must also 
remember that if she makes her students understand the concept, the understanding comes from Allah alone, 
so she must not be arrogant. The knowledge will only click when Allah gives you الفهم. 

In another example of the judgement, two women, one young and one old, came to Daud and Sulayman عليهما 
 .said the baby belongs to the elder woman عليه السالم with one baby, which both claimed as theirs. Daud السالم
But Sulayman عليه السالم had a different opinion. He took the baby and prepared to cut him into half. He 
wouldn't have followed up his threat, but he wanted the truth to be apparent. The younger woman immediately 
gave up any demand for the baby, and asked the baby to be given to the older lady. This showed that she was 
the actual mother. 

Deep understanding isn't dependent upon the age and experience. Your children may have depth in 
understanding more than you. 

  


