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And those who are taken in 
death among you and leave 

wives behind - they, [the 
wives, shall] wait four 

months and ten [days]. And 
when they have fulfilled their 
term, then there is no blame 
upon you for what they do 

with themselves in an 
acceptable manner. And 

Allah is [fully] Acquainted 
with what you do.

The woman who gets 
divorced before the 
marriage is consummated, 
does not have to observe 
any period of iddah. She 
only needs to wait for three 
menstrual cycles of her 
marriage has been 
consummated. 

The woman whose 
husband passes away 
must observe an iddah 
period of four months and 

ten days. After that, she can 
resume her normal life. We cannot question this length of time, because it is prescribed by Allah, and He 
knows best. Islam is the religion of moderation, الدين الوسط. There are rules which the widow must follow, these 
must be respected, but not exaggerated. They must not be adhered to after the time period of the iddah is 
over. This is also honoring the commands of Allah. 

The divorced woman can wear brightly coloured clothes, and go out of her house. She doesn't have to 
observe the rules of the iddah of the widow, because she is not in mourning, she is probably happy to end her 
marriage. She cannot remarry until her iddah of three menstrual cycles is finished. 

If a woman hates her husband and 
he dies, she must still observe the 
iddah of four months and ten days, 
and also the rules of the iddah. This 
is submission. Don't make this any 
more than Allah has prescribed, nor 
any less. After the iddah, the woman 
must of back to normal life, use make 
up and perfume, wear brightly 
colored clothes, as long as it is not in 
front of non-mahram men. 

The words are in plural form in this 
ayah, indicating that this happens to 
many women, it is not odd or strange. 
This makes it easier to bear, otherwise it may be scary for the woman. The months which are to be counted 



are lunar months, which are shorter than the 
solar ones, they may be 29 or 30 days long. 
As soon as the four months and ten days of 
her iddah are over, the five points mentioned 
before which were forbidden to her, are not 
applicable any more. 

Allah mentions everything in a very nice and 
easy way. People make problems, so Allah is 
now addressing the family of the widow, and 
those close to her. They may insist she wear 
black or white clothes all her life, as if she doesn't deserve colour in her life any more. When you follow culture, 
you are chained. You must follow Islam and be free. 

Allah says عليكم; this may be for the father, brother, son, of the widow, the male member who is in charge of 
her, her guardian now that her husband is no more. Allah addresses the wali, the guardian, so that he doesn't 
make it difficult for the woman to go back to normal life. The family can have a great influence on her. There is 
no sin upon the wali for her actions. 

The wali keeps her on track during 
her iddah; if she wants to be 
rebellious, it is his responsibility to 
hold her back. When the iddah is 
finished, the actions of the widow will 
not be his responsibility. She can go 
out, wear perfume and make up, 
colourful clothes, etc. She can even 
get married if she wants. 

The boundary is املعروف, according to 
the Shariah. This shows the 
greatness of Allah, He cares so much 
for the feelings of His slaves, 
specially the women. If it is halal, let 
her do it if she wants to. The man 
shouldn't make things difficult for the 
women under his care, as long as 

what they do is allowed by Allah. 

Allah is All-Aware of what the man and the woman do, during the iddah and after. He is the All-Knower of all 
your actions and all the situations. Allah uses His name Al-Khabeer, emphasizing His knowledge of the fine 
details and the consequences of the actions. 


