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Life Rules from the Quran ( القرآن من ربانية قواعد ) – Class #9 

Source: الحياة و النفس في قرآنية قواعد  – ( المقبل عمر ) 

Rule #9: Surah Al Imran 36: ( َكر   َولَۡيسَ   (And the male is not like the female) (   َكٱۡۡل نَثى   ٱلذَّ

 A man and a woman are not the same. A man is not like a woman and a woman is not a like a man 

so they’re not equal. 

 This is one of the great rules in the Quran and it shows Allah’s perfect knowledge, wisdom and 

ability in His creation.  

 This rule appears in Al Imran. The mother of Maryam (as) said:  

Surah Al Imran 35-36:  

َرأَت   َقالَتِ  إِذ   َرٲنَ  ٱم  ت   إِن ى َرب   ِعم  نِى فِى َما لَكَ  َنَذر  ا َبط  ر ً۬ ل   م َحرَّ ِميع   أَنتَ  إِنَّكَ   ِۖمن ى   َفَتَقبَّ َعلِيم   ٱلسَّ ا( ٥٣) ٱل  َہا َفلَمَّ  ن ىإِ  َرب   َقالَت   َوَضَعت 

ت َہا   لَم   َوٱّللَّ   أ نَثى   َوَضع  سَ  َوَضَعت   بَِما أَع  َكر   َولَي  ت َہا َوإِن ى  َۖكٱۡل  نَثى   ٱلذَّ ي  َيمَ  َسمَّ َها َوإِن ى   َمر  َتَها بِكَ  أ ِعيذ  يَّ ر  نِ  ِمنَ  َوذ  ـ  َط ي  ِجيمِ  ٱلشَّ  (٥٣) ٱلرَّ

(Remember) when the wife of 'Imrân said: "O my Lord! I have vowed to You what (the child that) is in 

my womb to be dedicated for Your services (free from all worldly work; to serve Your Place of worship), 

so accept this, from me. Verily, You are the All-Hearer, the All-Knowing." (35) Then when she gave birth 

to her [child Maryam (Mary)], she said: "O my Lord! I have given birth to a female child," - and Allâh 

knew better what she brought forth, - "And the male is not like the female, and I have named her 

Maryam (Mary), and I seek refuge with You (Allâh) for her and for her offspring from Shaitan (Satan), the 

outcast." (36) 

 When the mother of Maryam (as) conceived, she promised whatever is in her will serve Allah (هلالج لج). 

She gave birth to a girl and said the male is not like the female and I have named her Maryam – the 

female worshipper. She said the male is not like the female because a male has greater ability to 

take care of the Bait Al Maqdis the place of worship because a female can get tired and have her 

menses. A man can lift things which a woman can’t.  

The Quran mentions these differences and this is out of Allah’s perfect wisdom and ability.  

1. ( َجال   ٲم ونَ  ٱلر  َسا ءِ  َعلَى َقوَّ ٱلن  ) (Men are the protectors and maintainers of women) – Surah An Nisa’a 34. 

Men have to take care of the women because of what Allah (هلالج لج) has given them from physical 

ability to work so he can spend and take care of the women.  

 

2. ( َجالِ  ِہنَّ  َولِلر    َعلَي 
 Surah Al Baqarah 228 – men have a degree – (men have a degree over them) ( َۗدَرَجة ً۬

above the women. Keep in mind this is not about good deeds and reward. They are different in 

physical ability which we need to admit.  Men have perfection in their creation, natural strength, 

honor and beauty. As for women, they have some shortcomings in their thinking as the Prophet 

  .mentioned, and this is perfect for them. They also have natural weakness (ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص)

 

3. ( ا   أََوَمن ؤ  َيةِ  فِى ي َنشَّ ِحل  وَ  ٱل  ر   ِخَصامِ ٱل   فِى َوه  بِين ً۬  َغي  م  ) ((Like they then for Allâh) a creature who is brought up in 

adornments (wearing silk and gold ornaments, i.e. women), and who in dispute cannot make herself 
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clear?) – Surah Az Zukhruf 18. A woman love to adorn herself with gold and silver and this makes her 

beautiful and it makes up for her shortcomings. Though when she argues, she can’t be expressive or 

clear. When the lady becomes emotional, she can’t express herself properly.  

 Whatever Allah (هلالج لج) gives to the female is good for her, it’s perfect for her, but it’s not perfect for 

the man. That’s why a man can’t be like a woman.  

 All of Allah’s creation is perfect and whatever weakness is perfect. The woman is the attractive 

creation, not the man. The imperfection in the woman in her creation, strength and expression is 

perfect for her. She adorns herself in order to mend these imperfections and this makes her 

attractive.  

 Regardless of these differences, everyone needs the other, no matter how strong a man may be, he 

still needs a woman in his life, and this shows Allah’s perfect knowledge and wisdom, subhan Allah.  

 All of this is part of believing in the decree that the male is not like the female. Allah (هلالج لج) is The All-

Knower and that’s why there are some commands which are different. For example:  

o The congregational prayer in the masjid is obligatory upon the man, but not the woman.  

o The Friday prayer is obligatory upon the man.  

o The battle for the sake of Allah (هلالج لج) is for the man and not the woman.  

o The shares of inheritance, don’t think when the woman gets half that it’s bad for her. It’s 

good for everyone, for both the male and female.  

o Witness: two women witness are needed for one man witness 

 The reward is equal for both so it doesn’t mean the woman needs to work harder in order to be 

rewarded. Whoever believes and does good deeds, man or woman, they will have a good life. Surah 

An Nahl 97: ( ا َعِملَ  َمن   لِح ً۬ ـ  وَ  أ نَثى   أَو   َذَڪر   م ن َص ِمن ً۬  َوه  ؤ  ه   م  يَِينَّ ة ً۬  ۥ َفلَن ح    َحَيو 
َبة ً۬ ه م    َۖطي  ِزَينَّ م َولََنج  َره  َسنِ  أَج  َمل ونَ  َڪان وا   َما بِأَح  َيع  ) 

(Whoever works righteousness, whether male or female, while he (or she) is a true believer (of 

Islâmic Monotheism) verily, to him We will give a good life (in this world with respect, contentment 

and lawful provision), and We shall pay them certainly a reward in proportion to the best of what 

they used to do (i.e. Paradise in the Hereafter).) 

May Allah (هلالج لج) grant us wisdom and insight. Ameen.  

 


