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Al Adab Al Mufrad ( المفرد األدب ) – Class #18 

Book on Visiting and Guests 

Manners of Hospitality by Sheikh Al Fawzan may Allah protect him: 

There are manners for the host and the guest.  

As for the host: 

1. Do not make takaluf (being burdened) for having guests over.  

 

2. To give the guest the best you can, and not takaluf; this is moderation.   

 

3. Have a smile on the face and be happy to have the guest.  

 

4. To serve your guest what he likes to eat and it should be sufficient.  

 

5. Don’t ask the guest – ‘do you want some food or drinks?’ otherwise they will say ‘no, it’s fine’. Just 

bring out the food and drinks to the guest without asking.  

 

6. Be quick in bringing out the food and drinks to the guest so the visit will be quick otherwise the 

guests will stay too long.  

 

7. Sometimes the guests have arrived but the host leaves the guest alone so they end up getting bored 

and it’s also wasting their time. Imagine you’re inviting ten people and nine arrive but your one 

friend didn’t come so you make them wait until your friend comes, subhan Allah. Don’t make the 

guests wait just because so and so didn’t come. The host should go ahead and serve food if the 

majority of guests are there. It’s not a person’s fault to come on time, so why delay others because 

someone is not there? 

 

8. When serving food, either serve it buffet style so the guests get their food or serve them food, and 

of course the best is to serve them food. Just as Ibrahim (as) brought food close to his guets. Who 

are guests in our house who are always there? Husband and children. Try to do ihsan and have the 

intention. A person should also consider what is culturally acceptable because for some cultures it is 

considered unacceptable to just give piece by piece.  

 

9. Serve fruit before the food, subhan Allah. Fruits are faster to digest and they increase the appetite 

for eating.  

Surah Al Waqiah 20-21:  

ِكَهة    ـٰ ا َوَف مَّ ا َطۡير    َولَۡحمِ ( ٠٢) َيَتَخيَُّرونَ  مِّ مَّ  (٠٢) َيۡشَتُہونَ  مِّ

And with fruit, that they may choose. (20) And with the flesh of fowls that they desire. (21) 
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10. To eat together with the guests. No one likes to eat while others are not eating. A person needs 

company when eating. A person should also engage in good talk while eating. The host should also 

be smiling.  

 

11. If someone is unable to come then don’t insist that they must come. Don’t say ‘you have to come, 

you have to eat’. In general, don’t insist on anything, make it easy for the people. There is no 

compulsion in religion. When a person becomes forceful then people flee. Some people even say 

‘Wa Allah, you have to eat this’, why swear and use names of Allah (هلالج لج) for food? Subhan Allah.  

 

12. When inviting a small group, it’s the guest’s right to know who else has been invited. This is upon 

the host to inform the guests of who else was invited. Sometimes a person might not like to be with 

someone, so don’t make your guests uncomfortable by being around others whom they’re not 

comfortable with. A person doesn’t need to sit with someone they’re uncomfortable with. 

Sometimes a person is invited thinking they’re the only one and they arrive and there are 20 others. 

Eating food together is not just about saying salam, but it’s something much closer and not every 

person wants to meet others. A person can’t say ‘we’re all Muslims’ so they must sit with them. The 

right of the Muslim is salam. A person shouldn’t get offended or think so and so is arrogant.  

 

13. The host should take the guest to the door when he wants to leave. The host shouldn’t close the 

door on the guest’s face.  

As for the guest: 

1. Do not look down on the food or drinks and complain or make comments about it. Don’t say ‘what is 

this tea? It would have been better if they served lemonade instead of orange juice.’ Sometimes 

guests come over and you don’t have anything to serve except dates, don’t do takaluf to get it 

because this is even looking down on the food you have, thinking ‘what will people say if I only serve 

dates?’. The righteous predecessors said we don’t know which is a greater sin, for the host to look 

down on what he’s serving, or the guest to look down on what being served, subhan Allah.  

 

2. Eat how you would normally eat at home. Don’t do takaluf when eating as a guest in front of the 

host. Be yourself, don’t show as if you’re prim and proper. Don’t beautify your eating because 

people are looking at you, subhan Allah. Just as how people do riya’a in prayer, there are those 

doing riya’a while eating, subhan Allah. A person should do ihsan when alone. We should also teach 

the children to not eat one way just because there are guests.  

 

3. Don’t give your opinion or suggestions before you go. Perhaps the host can’t do it or can’t afford it.  

 

4. If you’re invited to someone’s home while you’re fasting voluntarily and you know if you eat with 

him then he will be happy, there’s no harm if you break your fast for him, subhan Allah. And when 

you eat with him then this shows you’re honoring the host. This is a good intention to make 

someone happy.  
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5. If you weren’t served something you wanted, you can take and eat from it. For example, sometimes 

there are some treats laid out on the table, you can eat from it without asking. Surah An Nur 61: (  َوَل 

ُبُيوتِڪُمۡ  ِمن   َتۡأُكلُوا   أَن أَنفُِسڪُمۡ  َعلَٰى   ) (nor on yourselves, if you eat from your houses) – or sometimes you eat 

something and you want more of it, you can take without asking. It something is closed like a box of 

chocolates, then the host should open it for you. Don’t open something closed.  

 

6. As a guest, you should make dua’a for the host.  

َتُهم   ِفيَما لَُهم   َباِرك   اللَُّهمَّ  فِر   ، َرَزق  ُهم   لَُهم   َواغ  َحم   َوار 
Allaahumma baarik lahum fee maa razaqtahum, waghfir lahum war-ḥamhum 

O Allah, bless for them, that which You have provided them, forgive them and have mercy on them 

(Sunan Abi Dawud 3729, Authenticated by Al Albani as Sahih) 

 

And for anyone who gives you food and drink. Dua’a: ( ِعم   اللَُّهمَّ  َعَمنِي َمن   أَط  قِ  أَط  َقانِي َمن   َوأَس  أَس  ) (Allah, feed 

him who fed me and give drink to him who provided me drink) - Sahih Muslim 2055 

 

7. The guest should head out after eating food because staying longer is uncomfortable for the host. 

Surah Al Ahzab 53: ( نِِسينَ  َوَل  َفٱنَتِشُروا   َطِعۡمُتمۡ  َفإَِذا لَِحِديث    ُمۡسَتـ ۡ ) (But when you are invited, enter, and when 

you have taken your meal, disperse, without sitting for a talk). No one will tell you to leave, so you 

should take the step.  

 

8. To remain in someone’s house for more than three days is too much. Don’t make others sin because 

of you. It becomes burdensome on the host and they can  end up getting angry, complaining, and 

sinning because of you. If everyone remains within their boundaries then it will be ease for all.  

May Allah (هلالج لج) help us to act on what we learned. Ameen. 

 

 


