
Manners of a Muslim in the Day and in the Night 


Etiquette of speaking 

A person is known by some of the smallest parts of his body- his tongue and his heart. If a 
person is good, his tongue will be good. Whereas if a person is bad, his tongue will be bad. 
It is not possible to have a bad tongue with a good heart. Islam emphasis on controlling the 
tongue and to have taqwa regarding food and speech. Don’t say whatever you feel like 
saying- control yourself.  

! !  
And speak to people good [words] [Surah Al Baqarah 2:83] 

  
Speak with people with ‘husna’. Don’t speak negatively with people- don’t tell them ‘your 
foundation is not matching’ or ‘you are looking tired’. Don’t justify yourself by thinking you 
are being honest with them. Put your tongue in a cage, lock it and throw the key in the sea. 
Control your tongue.  

The Prophet صلى اهلل عليه وسلم said: 

“ َوَمْن َكاَن ُیْؤِمُن ِبا7َِّ َواْلَیْوِم اآلِخِر َفْلَیقُْل َخْیًرا أَْو لَِیْسُكْت " . 
He who believes in Allah and the Last Day should either speak good or better remain 

silent. [Sahih Muslim 48- part of longer hadith] 

The Prophet صلى اهلل عليه وسلم said: 

اِر إِالَّ َحَصاِئُد أَْلِسَنِتِھْم   َوَھْل  َیُكبُّ النَّاَس َعَلى ُوُجوِھِھْم ِفي النَّ
Are people thrown onto their faces in Hell for anything other than the harvest of their 

tongues? [Sunan Ibn Majah 3973] 

There was a lady who used to fast in the day and pray in the night but she was in the Fire 
because she used to harm her neighbor with her tongue; meaning she used to fight with 
them. 

Your worship, your prayer should make you a better person. How do you know if your 
worship is acceptable? It should make you a better person. You cannot pray and then shout 
at others. If your prayer didn’t stop you from speaking badly, then there is something 
wrong with your prayer. 
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!  !  
Indeed, prayer prohibits immorality and wrongdoing [Surah Al Ankabut 29:45] 

A person cannot be fighting with others after praying, reading Qur’an. It is better to leave 
the place that speak badly to others after worship. All of your worship should reform you.  
For example, while fasting in Ramadan, while in the supermarket, in queues, while 
driving- don’t fight with others and justify your bad behavior saying you are fasting. There 
is no need of your fast if you are fighting and fasting.  

Guard your tongue because it can easily slip. Don’t say something and then regret.  

The more you talk, the more you are prone to make mistakes and the less you will account 
yourself.  

Before speaking, think- will Allah love me if I say this? Will my words make her sad? 
Remember that the angels are writing down whatever you are saying.  

َواْلَكلَِمُة الطَّيِّبَُة َصَدَقٌة، 
and (saying) a good word is also Sadaqa, [Sahih al-Bukhari 2989] 

  
Make people happy by saying good words. What is the use of giving money while saying 
bad words? It is better to say good words even if you don’t give any money.  

Controlling one’s tongue is a sign of strength and not weakness.  

Think more, talk less.  
The less you talk, the more you will think and people will listen to you. If you talk a lot, 
people will not listen to you and you will have less value. This applies to chatting on phones 
as well. We are accountable for everything we say.  

Backbiting & Slander 
Backbiting is haraam- it is a major sin. Allah compares backbiting to eating the dead flesh 
of your brother. It is one of the sins of the tongue.  

! !  
Would one of you like to eat the flesh of his brother when dead? [Surah Al Hujurat 49:12] 

Class # 5 - 13th Sha’ban 1438 - 10th May 2017 Page "2



Know that if anyone backbites to you about others, then they will also backbite about you 
to others. Backbiting happens in schools between teachers and students; in workplaces 
between employees and managers.  

The punishment for backbiting on the Day of judgement is that the person will be made to 
eat dead flesh. Shaithan beautifies this sin for the people and they love this sin.  

Slander is to speak badly about people to each other creating enmity between them. This is 
the way of the shaithan- to create problems between people.  

Don’t be like a radio 
Don’t broadcast everything you hear and see. Whenever you go to any gathering, don’t 
spread news. Broadcast good speech; i.e., the speech of Allah and His Messenger ( كــــــــــــــــــالم اهلل 
  .(وكالم الرسول

Be aware of lying 
All of these matters are causes of corruption. Don’t lie just to be famous or get attention. 
Believers cannot be liars. Lying is a characteristic of hypocrites. Even while joking.  

Don’t indulge in indecent talk 
This includes, bad language, bad speech, lack of modesty in speech. People like this- but 
know that there is no real enjoyment in doing something haraam. Stop it for the sake of 
Allah. We don’t want to be thrown in the fire because of our tongues. 

Stop arguing 
Even if you are on the truth. Don't argue whether you are in school, shops, with anybody. 
Arguing never brings anything good. The Angels leave when there is arguing. Don’t argue 
with anybody- your parents or your spouses. Arguing is the attitude of a hypocrite and not 
of a believer. 

قال رسول اهلل صلى اهلل عليه وسلم: “أنا زعيم ببيت في ربض الجنة ملن 
ترك املراء، وإن كان محقاً، وببيت في وسط الجنة ملن ترك الكذب، وإن كان 

مازحاً، وببيت في أعلى الجنة ملن حسن خلقه” 
Messenger of Allah (ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص) said, "I guarantee a house in Jannah for one who gives up arguing, 

even if he is in the right; and I guarantee a home in the middle of Jannah for one who 
abandons lying even for the sake of fun; and I guarantee a house in the highest part of 

Jannah for one who has good manners.” [Riyad as-Salihin Book 1, Hadith 630 
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The one who is older speaks first 
This is out of respect. Parents speak before children and even among siblings- the older 
ones speak first. This is the proper etiquette.  

Don’t interrupt 
Even if you know more, or have heard the story before. Listen to them till the end.  

Slowly, slowly 
Speak clearly- not too fast, not too slow. When the Prophet صــــــــــلى اهلل عــــــــــليه وســــــــــلم spoke, people 
understood him and they could count the number of words he spoke.  

Lower your voice 
Don’t shout. Angels don’t like shouting.  

Dangerous words 
Don’t call someone a disbeliever, sinner, rebellious- this is haraam. Even to a disbeliever- 
don't say it. Neve accuse others. Don’t say statements like people are destroyed, society is 
corrupted, all girls are bad, all boys are bad, these people are liars.  

Don’t swear by rather than allah 
Only swear by Allah, His attribuets- including His words.  

Don’t curse life 
Don’t say life is bad, day is bad, year is bad- cursing the time. Don't curse the weather also.  

Don’t forbid things Allah did not forbid 
To say something is haraam, while Allah did not make is haraam. 

 اللهم ارزقنا قلبا سليام ولسلنا صادقا 

O Allah grant us pure hearts and truthful tongues. 

!  
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