
 

NAMES OF ALLAH 
 

 

5/28/17 Al Ghafir, Al Ghafoor , Al Ghaffar – Class 1 

 
Notes from Al Huda Sisters 

Ramadan 2, 1438 

 
 



Names of Allah 

 
Page 1 

Names of Allah 
 
A L  G H A F I R ,  A L  G H A F O O R  ,  A L  G H A F F A R  –  C L A S S  1  

INTRODUCTION 
We are fasting the month of Ramadan because Allah told us to fast. Allah does not want hardship for us 
but He wants all the goodness. Everything that Allah prescribed for us is good for our Duniya and 
Taqwa. Muslims all over the world fast the month of ramadan and this shows us unity among the 
muslims. Allah wants all the muslims to be united. 
When we focus on the Quran, then it gives us taqwa. Anyone who fasts the month of Ramadan with 
faith and hoping for the reward then his sins are forgiven. The month of Ramadan is the month of 
forgiveness. 
We need to know Who’s Allah  in order to understand how to apply the Quran. 

Among those who are fasting, the greatest in reward are the ones who remember Allah  much. While 
we’re fasting, we don’t have food, but we have dhikr. In the time of Dajjal there’s no food, so the 
Companions asked how will the people eat? The Prophet (ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص) said by dhikr Allah. 

 

TADABBUR AL QURAN – NAMES OF ALLAH 
 
We will focus on the names of Allah Al Ghafir, Al Ghafoor and Al Ghaffar as mentioned in the Quran. 

Meaning of   in the Language (غفر) 
 
The root for all three names Al Ghafir, Al Ghafoor and Al Ghaffar is “ (غفر) ”. In the language it means 
to cover, to conceal and to protect.  

Meaning in the Religion  
 

Allah will cover the sins, he will conceal us and he will protect us. 
The sins make us ugly and we need forgiveness. Allah forgiveness that conceals ours sins in front of 
others. If there is no forgiveness then all our faults will be exposed to the others.  

Al Ghafir 
• The meaning of Al Ghafir is “The One who forgives” 
• It is Ism Fail. There is no exaggeration. 
• It is mentioned once in the Quran only once in Surah Ghafir 
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Ghaffar: 
• The name Al Ghaffar is in the excessive form i.e. (صیغة مبالغة). 
• Al Ghaffar exaggerates in forgiveness. 
• Al Ghaffar is the One who is extreme in forgiveness i.e. maximum forgiveness. 
• It is mentioned five times in the Quran 

Ghafoor: 
• Al Ghafoor is in the excessive form i.e. (صیغة مبالغة). 
• It means Allah is constantly forgiving. 
• It mentioned 91 times in the Quran. 

If we look in intensity it goes from Ghafir, Ghafoor, Ghafaar. 

ALLAH AL GHAFIR 

Surah Ghafir 
 
Ghafir means the one who forgives. The whole surah “Ghafir” is about forgiveness. The other name of 
this surah is Al Muhmin. Al Muhmin means “ The believer”  because in this surah there is mention of 
the Muhmin from the family of Firoun, who concealed his faith and He defended Musa in his 
conversation with Firoun and his advisors. 
 

The Theme of Surah Ghafir is the importance of Dawah i.e. inviting people to islam. The believer from 
the family of Firaoun went out of his way and made dawah. And dawah is to tell the people to go back 
to Allah and ask Him for forgiveness. A believer will make dawah, even if he’s scared about himself. 

 Surah Ghafir Ayah 1-3 
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Ayah 1 
The meaning of ( ٓحم) is not known. The surah starting with ( ٓحم) are called hawameen.  These letters are 
one of the miracles of the Qur'ân, and none but Allâh (Alone) knows their meanings 

Ayah 2 
Allah is the one who sent down the Quran. He is the All Mighty and the All Knower. Al Aziz is 
connected with Al Aleem. His Might is connected with His knowledge.  When Allah brings down the 
Quran it indicates his might and he knows the best time to send the Quran. 
When the surah starts with Quran and the names of Allah then it is strengthening our faith before telling 
us the stories and parables.  
 

Ayah 3 
The very important thing we need to know when calling people to Islam, it’s important for them to know 
Allah is the only One Who will forgive our sins. If we are a sinner then Allah is the only one to forgive 
our sins. This is so encouraging and its an invitation for all of us for forgiveness of our sins. Here the sin 
is mentioned singular to show any sin we do, it’s only Allah Who will take care of it and conceal it 
 
Here we are told  

• Allah is the only one to forgive our sins . We should ask forgiveness. 
• He is the only one to accept our repentance. Allah will accept our repentance. 
• He is severe in punishment. This is mentioned for the one who knowing that Allah is the one to 

forgive and accept repentance and yet he does not ask for forgiveness then he should know that Allah 
is severe in punishment 

• Allah extends his favor to all his creation. 
• So we should not attach to anyone but Allah 
• To Allah we will return. 

This means dawah is to tell everyone to go to Allah to ask for forgiveness. 
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ALLAH AL GHAFAAR 
 
This name is mentioned five times in the Quran and one of occurrence of this name is in Surah Ghafir 
Ayah 42 

 

Ayah 41, 42, Surah Ghafir 
 

 

Ayah 41 
Here the Momin Aal e Firoun who is among the family of Firoun who did not announce his faith. He 
concealed his faith. He is addressing Firoun and his people saying “O my nation, What is the matter i am 
inviting you to salvation but you are inviting me to Fire. Here the Momin Aal e Firoun is inviting people 
to Allah. 

Ayah 42 
Momin Aal e Firoun is saying you are inviting me to disbelief and kufr which i do not have knowledge 
about and i am inviting you to Al Aziz and Al Ghaffar. Firaoun is inviting them to the hellfire. So he’s 
inviting them to follow Musa (as) and they’re inviting him to leave following Musa (as). They’re 
inviting him to disbelieve in Allah, associate with Him, and to say what He doesn’t know about Him. So 
why are they inviting him to disbelief? And he’s inviting them to the One Who has all might and is Al 
Ghafaar, the One Who forgives sins constantly. 
 
The honor is in following the message of Allah. This tells us dawah is about asking forgiveness. 
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Surah Noah - Ayah 8-10 
 

 
 
Surah Noah is also about Dawah. Prophet Noah gave dawah for 950 years. We will find principles of 
Dawah in this surah. He’s telling them I’m a warner to you. If you worship Him then He will forgive 
you. Forgiveness is for everyone, even those who disbelieved and never did anything good. What can 
spoil our life? Sins. Noah  invited his people night and day, and the more he’s invited them, the more 
they fleed, but he didn’t stop. Even when he would call the people to Allah to forgive them, what did 
they do? They put their fingers in their ears they covered themselves up with their garments; they 
became even more arrogant. 
 
The invitation of Noah was based on forgiveness, Noah said to them, ‘ask for forgiveness from your 
Rabb because He is Al Ghaffar’. When called to obey Allah, they turned away, but Noah didn’t leave 
them. He said, ‘ask for forgiveness’. Even if you’re not doing any good deeds, keep asking for 
forgiveness. 
 
If someone has too much sins. Sins make you heavy, lazy and they pulls you down. You are unable to 
do good deeds. The shortcut for such a person is istigfaar. Istigfar will make you light and all the 
opportunities of good deeds will open for you. Ghaffar is for someone who has millions of sins. 
 
When your sins are covered you are rewarded with worldly goodness. The Duniya attracted the 
disbelievers so Noah motivates them by telling them about the worldly rewards for asking forgiveness: 

• Allah will bless you with rain 
• Allah will increase your provision. He will provide you with children, wealth, gardens and rivers. 

This shows Allah wants everyone to ask for forgiveness. When the believer is told to ask for 
forgiveness, he will do it. 


