
OATHS IN THE QURAN 1 
Source: Ibn Al Qayyim (التبيان في أقسام القرآن) 

The Oath 
There are some ayats in the quran which are an oath (( kasam- قسم ). Oaths in the Quran give a 

different dimension to the ayat. 

 We cannot swear by anything but by Allah, names of Allah or the attributes of Allah – for 

example By Allah, By Allah’s rehma, by Rabbul Kaaba. 

 We cannot swear by anything or anyone else; it’s a type of shirk because the swear is 

worship, when you swear it is magnification and we are not allowed to magnify anything or 

anyone but Allah (هلالج لج). 

 Secondly, we should not swear too much. Allah (هلالج لج) told Nabi (ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص)said don’t obey a person 

who swears too much (even by Allah). This is because it shows that he lacks confidence. 

  One can only swear for something important or a serious matter like defending oneself. 

The one who swears too much humiliates himself.  

 Anyone who claims anything needs to provide proof, and the one who denies something 

then they should swear to prove themselves. Whether they lie or not is between them and 

Allah (هلالج لج). It’s something great to swear by Allah (هلالج لج) and lie. 

 Does Allah (هلالج لج)need to swear or make an oath? 
No, He (هلالج لج)swt doesn’t need to. Allah is al Mu’min -Allah is al Sadiq, Al Rabb, Al Malik. 

Allah (هلالج لج) says in the Quran “Your Lord is the Truth” (Surah Rad 13.1). No one is more truthful than 

Allah.  

Humans need the oath 
 Human beings lie and hence need to swear to prove themselves.  

 Secondly; they don’t believe quickly.  

 They have a will and are stubborn.  

 They need proof 

 One of the things that makes a human being believe/have yaqeen is the oath. 

When Allah swears by something 

When Allah swears by something,  

 it’s a very high level of affirmation. 

 Allah swears because we need it. 

 He swears to tell us the importance of things 

The oath 
The oath consists of two things: 

1) Sworn by (المقسم به) - the things which Allah swears by. For us this (المقسم به) is only Allah. When we 

swear we can only swear by Allah. 

2) Subject of the oath (جواب القسم) We want to prove something is correct or right. For us this should 

be something very serious.  



For example, you swear by Allah (هلالج لج) that you didn’t steal, so the subject of the oath is you didn’t 
steal. 

 

Ibn Qayyum mentioned all the ayats where Allah swears. Most of the oaths in the Quran are in the 
29 & 30 juz. There are a few in the beginning but towards the end of the Quran the oaths increase. 
This is to increase your belief as you go to the end. Allah wants you to have yaqeen. Most of these 
were revealed in Makkah. That’s why the Companions said, ‘we learned the faith before we learned 
the Quran’. Allah swears by something to highlight it and to magnify it. 

Allah is the Greatest and He will swear by whatever He wants. 
For humans, we only swear by the Greatest. We should not ask the Greatest and the Creator ‘why 
did Allah do this?’ We cannot question Allah’s actions. We need to have faith. If we don’t have 

faith in Allah (هلالج لج), then the Quran will increase us in doubts. We hear and we obey (Surah Baqarah 
2.185). 
When Allah swears it is hikmah. He is Hakeem Ul Aleem 
 

 His Noble Self (نفسه الكريمه): when Allah (هلالج لج) swears by His Noble Self then it means it’s 
something so important. For example, (باهلل تاهلل). 

 

 His signs (آياته): an ayat is a sign leading to something. From Allah’s ayat are day and night 
and when they come in succession it is to remind you to be grateful. From Allah’s ayat, the 
marriage, the husband and wife and how Allah puts mercy and love in the hearts of two 
people who don’t know each other after the contract. An ayat shows something changing. 

 

 His creations (مخلوقاته): the creation itself. The sun, moon by itself etc. 

The subject of Allah’s oath -what Allah wants to say 
 No subject of oath is mentioned (غير موجود): 

 

1. Understood (مفهوم): sometimes when Allah (هلالج لج) swears, there’s no subject of oath 
because it’s already understood with the verse, for example, something is there, you 
need to believe in the Day of Judgment. 

 
2. Both what’s being sworn by and the subject of oath are the same (المقسم به): what’s being 

sworn by is the subject of oath as well, for example, Allah swears on the sun for the 
sun itself. It is what’s being sworn by and it’s the subject of oath.  

 
 Subject of oath is mentioned (موجود): 

 
  .the subject of oath is a complete sentence :(جملة خبرية) .1

For example: (وإنه لحق) – surely it is the truth. 
 

 .the subject of oath is an asking sentence :(جملة طلبية) .2
For example: (فوربك لنسئلنهم أجمعين) -Surely, we will ask you.  

 

The reason behind swearing is for affirmation and emphasizing. 



Oaths - Surah Al Qiyamah 
 
Surah Al Qiyamah is about the Day of Judgment and later the etiquettes of the Quran. The Day of 
Judgment will surely come, and don’t be hasty with the Quran. 
 

Allah (هلالج لج) swears by two matters in the surah at the beginning: 
 

ةِ ) ما ـٰ ٓ أُۡقِسُم بِياۡوِم ٱۡلِقيا  1 - (I swear by the Day of Resurrection) (َلا
Surah Qiyama 75.1: 

 It begins with (ال أقسم): There are different forms of lam. When there’s a (ال), it’s not for 
negation, nor is it an additional lam. 
the ‘lam’ mentioned here for an opening (اإلستفتاح). to listen more and open your heart. And 
this ‘lam’ shows to take heed of it (اإلهتمام بها). The lam is to focus on this more. 
What’s being sworn by and the subject of oath are the same – (يوم القيامة) (Day of Standing). 
What’s being sworn by is the Day of Standing to show its greatness, magnify it and the 
subject of the oath is the Day of Standing will surely happen and is true.   
So, Allah swears by the Day of Standing to magnify its importance and affirm that it will 
happen. 

 
 This oath shows that human beings don’t easily believe in the day of Judgement. This swear 

on the Day of Judgement shows: for those who disbelieve, they need to believe there’s a 
Day of Judgment and for those who already believe, the oath is to have yaqeen.  
 

 When you believe in the Day of Judgment, then all the issues and concerns of the duniya 
will be so small. 

 
 is the Day of Standing and we will all be resurrected. We will rise from our graves (يوم القيامة) 

and we will be standing (continually) for our judgment until it’s decided for us. The Day of 
Judgment is two parts, one part is standing and waiting for the judgement and the other 
part is standing for the judgement and going from station to station. So, prepare for that 
standing. 

 

 If you can’t stand now in front of Allah (هلالج لج) then how will you stand in front of Him on the 
Day of Judgment? The best prayer is the one that’s long in standing. The part of the prayer 
which is most magnified is when you’re standing. When you pray now, you have control how 

long you can stand, so stand now in front of Allah (هلالج لج) so it’s easier on the Day of Standing. 
Allah loves the Qiyam prayer. If we stand in Qiyam Allah will make it easier on the day of 
Qiyama -Standing, it will be shorter. Other meanings of the day of Qiyama is everyone is 
standing, there will standing upon standing, chaos, great matters, the sun, moon etc. will 
stand. Allah has sworn by the Day of Qiyama so we need to prepare for the day of Qiyama. 

 
Hadith: ( ِ ـ صلى هللا عليه وسلم ـ َمرَّ بَِرُجٍل بَِمكَّةَ َوُهَو قَائٌِم فِي الشَّْمِس فَقَا قَالُوا نَذََر  . "َما َهذَا  "َل َعِن اْبِن َعبَّاٍس، أَنَّ َرُسوَل اَّللَّ

"ِليَتََكلَّْم َوْليَْستَِظلَّ َوْليَْجِلْس َوْليُتِمَّ ِصيَاَمهُ  "قَاَل  .أَْن يَُصوَم َوالَ يَْستَِظلَّ إِلَى اللَّْيِل َوالَ يَتََكلََّم َوالَ يََزاَل قَائًِما  )  
(It was narrated from Ibn Abbas (may Allah be pleased with him) that the Messenger of 

Allah (ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص) passed by a man in Makkah who was standing in the sun. He said: "What is this?" 
They said: "He vowed to fast and not to seek shade until night comes, and not to speak, 
and to remain standing." He said: "Let him speak and seek shade and let him sit down, but 
let him complete his fast." – Sunan Ibn Majah Book 11, Hadith 2218) 
 
A person shouldn’t torture himself. A person should preserve his standing for the prayer.  
 
Hadith: (  ُ َمْت قَدََماهُ فَِقيَل لَهُ َغفََر اَّللَّ َر  لََك َما نَّهُ َسِمَع اْلُمِغيَرةَ، يَقُوُل قَاَم النَّبِيُّ صلى هللا عليه وسلم َحتَّى تََورَّ تَقَدََّم ِمْن ذَْنبَِك َوَما تَأَخَّ

."أَفاَلَ أَُكوُن َعْبدًا َشُكوًرا  " قَاَل  )  

(Narrated Al-Mughira: The Prophet (ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص) used to offer night prayers till his feet became 
swollen. Aisha RA said, to him," "Allah has forgiven you, your faults of the past and those 
to follow." On that, he said, "Shouldn't I be a thankful slave of Allah)?") – Al Bukhari Book 
65, Hadith 4836) 

 



  
 

ةِ ) اما ٓ أُۡقِسُم بِٱلنَّۡفِس ٱللَّوَّ َلا  2- (And I swear by the self-reproaching nafs) (وا
Surah Qiyama 75.2:  

 Here what’s being sworn by and the subject of the oath are the same, (النفس اللوامة) (self-
accusing nafs).  

 Allah (هلالج لج) swears by the self-accusing soul. We have a body, but our body has no value 

without a nafs(soul). Sheikh Saadi said “The nafs is a sign from the signs of Allah (هلالج لج). An 
ayah means something that changes. Your nafs is an ayat, quickly changing from one state 
to another. Our nafs quickly changes from one condition to another, happiness, anger, 
calmness, sadness, etc. It’s quick to travel, for example we could be sitting and our nafs is 
going around, day dreaming, etc.  

Types of nafs (أنواع النفوس) 
 
1.       Self-accusing (اللوامة): it goes back to itself, it remembers the Day of Judgment in the duniya 
and accuses itself. 
 
2.       Commanding to evil (أمارة بالسوء): this nafs is persistent to make you do evil, ‘go do it, go say 
it’. We seek refuge from the evil of our nafs. And now we can see our nafs more in Ramadan 
because the shayateen are chained. 
 

3.       At rest (المطمئنة): this nafs is balanced and not over-reacting. May Allah (هلالج لج) grant us this nafs. 
Ameen. 

What is said about (النفس اللوامة) (the self-accusing nafs)? 
 

 Ibn ‘Abbas (may Allah be pleased with him) said: all of the souls will blame themselves on 
the Day of Judgment, subhan Allah. Both the good doers and evil doers will blame 
themselves. The good doers will blame themselves on the Day of Judgment for not doing 
more ihsan and good deeds. They will wish they had done more good deeds, more prayers, 
more ihsan, because they will see the Scale, and the levels of paradise. The sinners will 
blame themselves for not taking heed. 

 
 In the duniya, the believer is only blaming himself, not others.  

 

Part of longer hadith: The Prophet (ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص) said: ( َ َوَمْن َوَجدَ َغْيَر ذَِلَك فاَلَ يَلُوَمنَّ إاِلَّ نَْفَسهُ فََمنْ   ( َوَجدَ َخْيًرا فَْليَْحَمِد اَّللَّ
(so let him who finds good, praise Allah and let him who finds other than that blame no 
one but himself) - Sahih Muslim 2577).  
Make astaghfar. Prophet Ayub did not blame Allah but instead said distress has touched me. 
“Verily, distress has seized me, and You are the Most Merciful of all those who show 
mercy.” Surah Al-Anbiya (21:83) 
  

 The believer blames himself when he sins and blames himself even when he does good 

deeds because he knows it’s not good, but Allah (هلالج لج) is merciful. A believer blames himself 
when he remembers the Day of Judgment. 

 
 The disbelievers don’t blame themselves in the duniya, they blame others, the shaaytan, 

the decree, even Allah (هلالج لج) astagfirullah. 

The two oaths… 
With these two oaths, Allah (هلالج لج) joined the Day of Judgment and self-accusing nafs. All will blame 
themselves on the Day of Judgment, but the believers blame themselves in the duniya when they 
remember the Day of Judgment, and the disbelievers blame everyone but themselves.  


