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Hadith of Nabi SAW: the deed is with the intention and may Allah SWT make our intention                 
khalis, seeking the Pleasure of Allah SWT and not of riyaa. 
 
Only Allah SWT can make us act on and understand and so we start Surah Naml, which is a                   
Makkiyah surah and was revealed before the hijrah of the Nabi SAW. Naml is a very small                 
insect, among the smallest of the moving creatures on the ground, the ant. The theme of Surah                 
An Naml is about civilizations, the most advanced ones but with the remembrances of Allah               
SWT. Because not matter how far you go, if you don’t remember Allah SWT, you’re lost. True                 
success lies in not just rituals of worship, but ‘ilm as well. It’s ‘ilm + ‘ibadah.  
 
Two things are in balance for a civilization to prosper: worshippers and daily life. That they take                 
steps to be in advanced in both things. The example of the naml, ants, who cooperate and work                  
hard and praise Allah swt is given in this Surah. There are many big personalities in this Surah                  
but yet, it is named after these tiny creatures. That we should also look down and take lessons                  
from them, look down and care for the little creature, those created weaker than you. 
 
In this surah, what the elements of a successful civilization are also discussed through the               
stories of the Sulaiman AS and the ants. That when you reach success, we shouldn’t forget that                 
our success comes from Allah SWT and also look for the weaker ones and see what they need.                  
These small creatures, the ants, they find success in performance because of their organization              
skills, despite being so small. 
 
Nabi SAW has forbidden us to kill ants, bees and the hoopoe (naml, nahl and hudhud). The                 
naml and hudhud are both mentioned in this Surah. Another things Nabi SAW that those who                
have the knowledge are higher than those who worship without it. Allah SWT will praise while                
the angels and the inhabitants of the skies and those of the earth including the fish and even the                   
ants will make dua for those who have and seek knowledge and those who teach and share this                  
knowledge for the good of the people. In another hadith, it mentioned that they pray for their                 
forgiveness.  
 
There are eight central topics in this Surah and the first one is about the Quran. One of the duas                    
of Nabi SAW is for protection from zammi wal hamm, that when we are concerned, we are                 
distracted and have lack of focus and the solution for this is the Quran. How can we advance                  
without the Quran? Quran is the mubashir al mu’mineen and munzar al kafireen.  
 
 
 
 



Ayaat 1-6 
 
The first ayah talks about the Quran, the second and third about the effects of Quran upon                 
believers, four and five about the disbelievers and the sixth about the Nabi SAW. 
 
 
Ayah 1 
This surah starts with the huroof al muqatta’a, and these (tilka - ism ishara) are verses (ayaat -                  
also implying a clear sign) of the Quran (from qa-ra-aa, which comes from read/recite) and is a                 
clear (mubeen) book (kitaab - from ka-ta-ba, written). This Kitaab is then maqroo and maktoon,               
read and written. It is written in the Lauhun Mahfouz as well as the mus’haf. It was written first,                   
and then recited later. And once revealed to the Nabi SAW, before it was written down in a                  
muhs’haf it was recited and passed on from hearing and learning from each other. And when it                 
is recited, it is Kalam Allah so we should listen carefully and learn from it.  
 
In Surah Nahl, ayah 89, Allah SWT says that the Quran was revealed, making everything clear.                
If you look for it, there’s clarity in everything in the Quran. Each ayah is a sign and so beautiful.                    
It is the best and will lead you to the best. And it is so clear, as clear as the sun - you cannot                        
miss it. When you have the faith, and go to the Quran, there’s so much clarity in it! We should                    
know who Allah SWT is and we should believe in Him and knowing that this is His Word, then                   
we can really learn from it.  
 

 
 

Ayah 2 
This talks about the effects of the Quran - it is hoodan (guidance) wa (and) bushra (glad tiding)                  
lil mumineen (for the believers). No kalaam can guide you to the straight path but the kalaam of                  
Allah SWT. This guidance is not limited to anyone, it is for everyone but you have to accept the                   
guidance. There are two kinds of guidance in the Quran, 



1. Guidance to the Straight Path (for all people who have a choice to take it or not) - hoodan lin                     
naas 
2. Guidance for believers to do good, to act upon it (exclusively for people who have believed) -                  
hoodan bi tawfeeq. 
 
And those who act on it, then it will be bushra for them. It’s like a clear, bright map that we                     
cannot miss and not follow once we’ve seen it. Surah Tawbah, ayah 124, Allah SWT says that                 
the Quran needs the believer to benefit from it because it adds to the faith. The sign of                  
increasing of the faith is the excitement and motivation from the glad tidings of the Quran. But                 
for a disbeliever, the Quran will not benefit because they have no faith and hence, will be full of                   
doubts. Depending on your faith, you benefit from the Quran. We really shouldn’t be heedless               
with our faith, it increases with good deeds and decreases with sins. 
 

 
 
 
 
 


