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Wafaa an Nabi SAW 
 
For the 10 years that Nabi SAW was in Madina, he was establishing the society, how                
the community should be. Because we are not just worshipping alone, we are also part               
of bigger picture, of the ummah. And Allah SWT sent an ayah in Surah Maida, revealed                
on Yawm al Arafah, Yawm al Jumuah when Nabi SAW was giving khutbah, that the               
deen is now perfect and complete. It shows that Allah SWT gives an intro that if                
someone lives this life, then Allah SWT who is Al Lateef, the Most Gentle in every way,                 
then you’ll find that even his death will be gentle. 
 
There were things that indicated that these were the last days of Nabi SAW lives. In the                 
Ramadan of that year, he SAW made itikaf for 20 days when normally his practice was                
to do it for 10 days. And normally Jibreel AS revised the Quran with him SAW once                 
every Ramadan, and that year, he did it twice. Another indication was that in his speech                
in hajjatul wadaa, he made some statements that were like a farewell, for example, he               
said I don’t know maybe I will not meet you after this year.  
 
Allah SWT sent down Surah Al Nasr, in which the death of the Nabi SAW isn’t directly                 
discussed but it was an indication that such a big task had been accomplished and it                
was time to turn to Allah SWT, praise Him and ask for forgiveness. 
 
Abdullah ibn Masoud who Nabi SAW made dua for, to gain understanding of the Quran,               
said Umar RA made him sit with the adults when he was just a young boy and Abdur                  
Rahman ibn Awf asked him why Umar would do this - seat him with the big sahaba? He                  
then did a quiz for them, what was the message from Al Nasr? And they took a very                  
general meaning for the answer and that when the number of muslims increase then we               
should give thanks. And then Abdullah ibn Masoud was asked directly, and he replied              
that he thought it was a farewell to the Nabi SAW. He understood at that time that what                  
none of the older sahaba hadn’t. 
 
And in the month of Safar, he mentioned that the shuhadaa Uhud had been buried but                
he had not prayed over them so he left from his home to do this. Another thing he                  
mentioned in the minbar, over the sahaba, he said he would leave before them all and                
he would be a witness for them and that he wasn’t worried about them for shirk but he                  
was more worried that they would compete with each other. And this is indeed what               
happened. He also went to the grave in Madina and made dua there, the dua that we                 



also make now at graves. He greeted them and said that they were in a better place                 
than those left behind here, the trials for them are over, because tests are always               
increasing in difficulty. And fitna can really be anything, even blessings that Allah SWT              
has put in your life. Fitna is anything that drives you away from Allah SWT and Ni’ma is                  
anything that brings you closer to Allah SWT. Use what you have to get closer to Allah                 
SWT always. He gave them glad tidings and then said, he would be joining them too.                
This was all a preparation for his passing. 
 
At the end of Safar, he developed a headache and fever soon after. He told Aisha RA                 
that he could feel the effects of the poisoned meat he was given in Ghazwa Khyber, that                 
it was spreading in his body. This poison had killed other sahaba when they consumed               
the meat. Abdullah Ibn Masoud went to visit him because Nabi SAW was sick and he                
told that he could see he was in pain and Nabi SAW told him that the pain of the fever                    
was doubled for him. And so Abdullah RA asked him because the reward is double and                
Nabi SAW replied in the affirmative, and this was Khaleel Allah.  
 
Nabi SAW said that whatever pain a muslim feels, it expiates the sins, like leaves falling                
off the trees. And for the ambiya, it elevates their rank because they’ve already been               
forgiven. He SAW also said that he who is placed under trials is more beloved to Allah                 
SWT. But this does not mean we should ask for trials but ask for ‘aafiya because Allah                 
SWT will never afflict you more than what you can bear anyway. Don’t wish for these                
things but if you’re in trial, then we should be patient. 
 
The uncle, Al Abbas ibn Abdul Mutallib when to visit him, and he said to Ali RA that he                   
can recognize death before it comes, on the faces of Banu Hashim and he said that                
Nabi SAW was dying. When the sickness started, he was in the house of Maimoona RA                
and as he got sick, he became restless and he would always ask where he would go                 
next. The wives understood that he wanted to be with Aisha RA, who was most beloved                
to Nabi SAW. So they took him to the house of Aisha RA, at this point there was no                   
jealousy because he SAW was in so much pain. He could not walk, he had to be                 
carried. He stayed with her that last week and she was reading the ruqya on him, and                 
she would blow and then wipe with his hand rather than her own, for the barakah.  
 
Five days before the fever really increased and the pain was a lot as well, he asked that                  
water be poured on him seven times. This is why fever is always treated with water. The                 
number 7 is highlighted in many practices in islam, like the sunnah of ajwa, reading of                
fatiha on someone before the dua for pain as well. He also said that curse on the                 
yahoud and nasaara who took the graves of their messengers as sites of worship - this                



was a hint as well - that when he SAW do not worship there, or make it a masjid. He                    
wanted to strengthen/affirm the aqeedah. 
 
He also said to take care of the ansar who are his friends, who he’d disclosed secrets to                  
and to accept their good and pardon their faults. People will increase and the ansar will                
decrease. He then addressed the rulers, what the duty of the people to him (accept the                
good, pardon the faults). He SAW asked for a book to write and Umar RA saw how sick                  
he was, and the other people insisting that he SAW write, then he got angry and said,                 
you have the Book of Allah SWT! He always said to pray, to pray, to pray. 
 
Three days before his passing away, he said to those gathered around him, a slave is                
given a choice, from the delights of the dunya or what is with Allah and he chose the                  
latter. Abu Bakr RA started to cry, and he said that they would give their lives for him.                  
Abu Saeed was listening and wondered why he said that. But Abu Bakr had a lot of                 
knowledge, and understood that Nabi SAW was talking about himself. And he SAW             
talked about Abu Bakr RA, that if he took a close friend, then he would take Abu Bakr                  
RA but he was already Khaleel Allah. Anything of the masjid can be closed except the                
doors of Abu Bakr RA. This was a hint that Abu Bakr would be next in line after him                   
SAW. When Nabi SAW could not go to pray, then he asked Abu Bakr RA to lead. Aisha                  
RA said that her father was a soft man who would cry, and how could he lead the                  
prayer, not because she didn’t want him to lead but because she knew the sahaba               
loved the Nabi SAW the most, and if while he SAW was alive and Abu Bakr RA tried to                   
take his place, they might feel angry. 
 
Two days before his passing, Nabi SAW was going through a very difficult phase, he               
was constantly worried about his salah, and the the people’s. Aisha RA thought he              
wanted to lead them in prayer but he just wanted to know if they’d prayed in jama’. 
 
On the last day before he passed, Aisha RA was holding his head on his chest and Nabi                  
SAW asked how much money he had. It was 6 dinar, and he told her to spend it and fell                    
unconscious. And when he regained consciousness, he asked if she’d spent it but she              
said no. This is because he didn’t want to die with having any left money behind. 
 
On the day of his death, at salatul Fajr, he went to the masjid, surprising the sahaba.                 
They were all standing in line, preparing for salah and he smiled. When Abu Bakr RA                
saw him, he stepped back in order to let him take his place. This showed that he was in                   
no hurry to take authority. Nabi SAW saw complete your salah. Fatima RA came to visit                
him, the only one left of his children and Aisha RA said there was nobody more similar                 
to Nabi SAW than Fatima RA. He SAW was always very happy to see her and vice                 



versa, they had a very strong bond. She cried when she saw how sick he SAW was,                 
then Nabi SAW told her something and she cried, and then he told her something else,                
and she laughed. When Aisha RA asked her what he SAW had told her, she said she                 
couldn’t tell anyone yet. Much later, she revealed that the news that made her cry was                
that he SAW informed her of his death and then made her smile by saying that she                 
would be the first of his family to join him, and that she would be among the best of the                    
ladies in Jannah. 
 
In the last few moments, Aisha RA was holding his head between her chest and neck,                
when her brother came and Nabi SAW asked for the siwak, and Aisha SAW chewed it                
to make it soft and gave it to him. In his hand, he had a glass of water and he put his                      
fingers in head and said that his soul was leaving. His lips continued move, and when                
Aisha RA moved closer to hear, and it was like Allah SWT gave him SAW a choice, to                  
live or die and Nabi SAW chose to die, and be those who Allah SWT has bestowed his                  
favors on. He then asked for forgiveness, and made dua and then he SAW passed. 
 
Aisha RA then announced that he’d passed, Nabi SAW, while making istighfar, and was              
surrounded by a beautiful smell. He was 63, and it was the 12th of Rabi ul Awwal, 11th                  
year of Hijrah. He was washed and shrouded, in his clothes, and then buried. When the                
sahaba returned after his burial, they were all in shock.  
 
Abu Bakr RA went out and said that those who worship Muhammad SAW then he SAW                
had died, but those who worship Allah SWT, He is Ever-Living. He then recited an ayah                
from the Quran. Umar RA said that he felt like there was a barrier on his eyes and now                   
he could see. And they consoled themselves by reciting the ayah, that Muhammad             
SAW is indeed a messenger like other messengers before him. 
 
 
 
 
 


