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The king and the queen when they speak, their speech is different from normal people, it is very precise 

and reflects authority. Now we will cover the speech of bilqees.  After hudhud threw letter on her, she 

opened the letter and read it and made an announcement. She didn’t take any decision, she is the 

queen she has the full authority to do anything and no-one can stop her. But she dealt it in political way 

and just made an announcement.  

Ayah 29:    

 

 

 Qalat ya ayuha al mala : she said “O chiefs”.    

 Bilqees isn’t alone, she has chiefs around her, and they are men.  

 Ya ayyuha : this is far, means that they have 

position. For ya ayuha is used for someone with 

position. 

 Al-mala’u: chiefs from the men. They have so 

much power and their speech will be considered.  

 Bilqees is taking their advice, she didn’t make 

any decision by herself.  

 Inni ulqiya illaya kitabun karimun: Her speech is 

very clear and she explains to them. She told them 

clearly what happened, but she didn’t mention all 

the details. She didn’t say that hudhud has thrown 

the letter. She described the letter as noble letter. 

The writing style showed that it was sent by 

someone of high authority.  

 Karim : means generous. It shows that the letter 

had so many important things.  



What made this kitab (letter) to be kareem ? 

 The books isn’t kareem on its appearance only but based on the content although the 

presentation of the letter also was attractive. And the outside appearance caught bilqees’s 

attention. 

Appearance has an effect on people do. When jibreel عليه السالمcame to Prophet Muhammad ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص, what 

made the attention of everyone being focused on him? And the description of his appearance that black 

hair, white clothes being highlighted by umar radiAllahu anhu. This shows that there are manners of 

dressing as well. Even if you see the people leading the prayer in haram( kaba), you will recognize them 

by their dressing and know that they are imam of haram out of thousands of people. Appearance isn’t 

the whole thing but it is important as well.  

 

Before mentioning the content of the letter and information about the sender, she described the letter 

to be kareem.  

The word kitab gives an impression that it is of many pages. But he عليه السالم is the king and he doesn’t 

have much time. His letter is precise, neither is it very lengthy nor very short.  

The letter starts with bismi Allahi ar-rahmani- nir-rahimi. The letter was in their language but Allah is 

explaining to us in arabic.  

 

Ayah 30 :     
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 The first thing she mentions that this letter is 

from sulayman عليه السالم. When she mentioned 

sulayman عليه السالم, she didn’t mention his father’s 

name. And the way she mentioned that it is from 

sulayman عليه السالم, shows that she knew about 

sulayman. It is defined for her, and he is known so 

there isn’t need to mention his father’s name or his 

title.  

 In the content of the letter, the letter starts 

with bismi Allahi ar-rahmani- nir-rahimi. And she 

didn’t ignore the heading. And she considered it 

part of the letter. bismi Allahi ar-rahmani- nir-rahim 

is beginning of every surah except surah taubah, but in surah naml it is mentioned twice. It also 

shows that they were aware of bismi Allahi ar-rahmani- nir-rahim. It means that I start with 

name of Allah, who is most merciful and compassionate. So we learn that it was sulayman  عليه

 who was the first one to start official letter withbismi Allahi ar-rahmani- nir-rahim. And itالسالم

was the way of dawah as well. And that we need to start everything with the name of Allah, 

even the letters. In the treaty of hudaibiyah, quraysh didn’t accept bismi Allahi ar-rahmani- nir-

rahim by saying we don’t know who is Rahman. So the prophet Muhammad ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص wrote I start 

with name of Allah only.  

Ayah 31 :      

 

 

 

 

 

 Alla ta’lu alayya : it starts with no. that 

do not exalt yourself against me. This 

means that you need to listen and be 

humble. Because when you will exalt 

yourself above anyone, you will not listen 

to them. 

 Wa ‘tuni muslimina : the second part is 

command. That come to me in 

submission. Because he was the king and 

he had authority over them. And he is 

telling the queen to submit to him.  

LESSON:  

1. From the content of the letter you will find the letter to be concise and encompassing the 

subject to be delivered. It saves time of both the parties.  And the kitab un kareem is because of 

the content as well, as the content reflects wisdom.  

2. Forbade from exalting themselves. 
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3. To make things concise but not too short. 

4. And sulayman عليه السالمinvited them to worship Allah and not to have a control on them. He 

didn’t say aslimo (you submit), it is too harsh. But he said watuni muslimeen (you come to me as 

Muslims)  , this is very gentle. That despite having authority , don’t be demanding or too harsh 

but to have diplomatic approach. 


