



For twenty days in Ramadan we build our faith and seek forgiveness- this is how to get 
energy on the last 10 days. The energy to do worship comes from doing more good deeds, 
from faith and from forgiveness. We don’t know which night is laylatul Qadr so we need 
to make an effort everyday and we need this dua more than ever in this blessed time.  

ا23م إنك عفو تحب ا)قو %اعف "ا 
O Allah, You are Al ‘Afuw, You love to Pardon so pardon me 

This one night laylatu Qadr can change the decree of a person. Once a Shaikh was in 
Mecca with his father and grandfather in the last ten nights of Ramadan. They saw some 
youth in the car next to them playing loud music. Instead of scolding them, with so much 
wisdom the Shaikh took the effort for a few minutes to make them memorize this dua for 
laylatul Qadr. A few years later, after one of his lectures a young man, with a neat and 
good appearance came up to him and asked him, “Do you remember me?” When the 
Shaikh told him that he didn’t, the young man told him that he was one of the boys who 
he taught that dua to on that night. The young man said that his life changed after that 
night. It was as if his heart was opened and he hated the sins- this dua changed his life. 

We all want to be pardoned- to start over with a white page- I am full of sins, and O 
Allah, only Your Pardoning can make me go forward. How much we worship Allah, it is 
not suiting Him and not up to His standard. Focus on this dua in the last ten nights.  

This incident also teaches us- don’t put down or look down on sinners and make them go 
more far away. Maybe I cannot pardon, but Allah is vast in His Pardoning- He erases all 
sins.  

Even if you love the sin, Allah can take it out of your heart and beautify the faith for you.  

� � 

Allah has endeared to you the faith and has made it pleasing in your hearts and has made hateful 

to you disbelief, defiance and disobedience. (Surah Al Hujurat 49:7) 
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Allah Al ‘Afuw 
اسم اهلل العفو



Allah is always pardoning us and it is such a loss if we are not asking Him to pardon us. 
Do you want Allah to pardon you? Then you pardon others and their mistakes. He 
doesn’t love to expose the sins of people but He loves to forgive and pardon.  

Forgiveness comes from the word helmet in arabic, which gives the meaning that the sins 
are still there but it is covered. When Allah mentions the Names الــــــــــــغفور and الــــــــــــعفو together 
in the same ayah, then الــــــــــــــــــغـــفـــور  is for the forgiveness of sins and الــــــــــــــــــعـــفـــو  is to pardon the 
shortcomings in the good deeds.  

The Name الــــــــــــــــــعـفـو appears only 5 times in the Qur’an. Three times out of those five are in 
Surah An Nisa; once in Surah Al Hajj and once in Surah Al Mujadila.  

The theme of Surah An Nisa is to take care of those who are weak in society. Those who 
are weak; like children, servants, etc, tend to make more mistakes so we need to deal with 
them with compassion and pardon them.  

When Umar رضــــــــــــــــــى اهلل عــــــــــــــــــنـه  was a khalifa, a man went to him to complain about his wife. 
When he went to the khalifa’s home, he saw that his wife was shouting at Umar رضــــــــــــــــــى اهلل 
 saw him and asked him what he رضــــــــــــــــى اهلل عــــــــــــــــنه The man was about leave, when Umar .عــــــــــــــــنه
wanted. So the man explained his situation and said, but I see that you are facing the 
same. Umar َرى اهلل عــــــــــــــــــنــه  said that his wife takes care of his household and children so be 
gentle with them and pardon them.  

Ayat with the Name Al ‘Afuwالعفو in the Qur’an 

� 


O you who have believed, do not approach prayer while you are intoxicated until you know what 
you are saying or in a state of janabah, except those passing through [a place of prayer], until you 
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have washed [your whole body]. And if you are ill or on a journey or one of you comes from the 
place of relieving himself or you have contacted women and find no water, then seek clean earth 
and wipe over your faces and your hands [with it]. Indeed, Allah is ever Pardoning and Forgiving. 

This ayah is about the prayer and purification which is a task that Allah gave us to do. In 
begins with telling the sahaba to not approach the prayer while drunk. It is important to 
note here, that Allah forbade drinking alcohol in stages- first He said its harm is more 
than its benefit, then He revealed this ayah forbidding from praying while drunk and later 
He forbade driving alcohol completely. This is because the one who is addicted to sins 
needs to be weaned off it slowly in stages.  

Then Allah mentions to make ghusl with water after having a relation with one’s spouse 
before one can pray. This is a task Allah has given us- to pray- but if there is no water, 
then what should one do? Allah says to do tayammum. You have a task to do- which is 
prayer and purification but you could fulfill it. Out of Allah’s pardoning, He made the 
religion easy for you. This teaches us that we need to make it easy for others- if you don’t 
pardon someone like you then how do you expect Allah to pardon you? 

  

 

  

Indeed, those whom the angels take [in death] while wronging themselves - [the angels] will say, 
"In what [condition] were you?" They will say, "We were oppressed in the land." The angels will 
say, "Was not the earth of Allah spacious [enough] for you to emigrate therein?" For those, their 
refuge is Hell - and evil it is as a destination. Except for the oppressed among men, women and 
children who cannot devise a plan nor are they directed to a way - For those it is expected that 
Allah will pardon them, and Allah is ever Pardoning and Forgiving. (Surah An Nisa 4:97-99) 
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The ayat preceding this ayah is about hijrah. If someone is in a disbelieving country, then 
he needs to do hijrah. Hijrah is also about leaving the sins and doing good deeds. When 
the souls are taken out by the Angels while the people are wringing themselves- they are 
giving excuses ‘I am oppressed, that’s why I am doing haraam’. The Angels rebuke them 
asking them why they didn’t do hijrah. If one is in a place that is making him do haraam- 
then he needs to leave. If you think there is no way out- then there will be no way out. 
But if you think that Allah will make a way out for me, then there will be a way out- the 
land of Allah is vast. Those who did haraam and gave false excuses go to Hellfire. May 
Allah protect us. Ameen.  

In ayah 99, Allah mentions about those who have a valid excuse and cannot do hijrah- 
they have a task to do but they cannot fulfill it- Allah pardons then because they cannot 
fulfill that task. Maybe they are in that place and doing sins so they need Allah’s 
pardoning.  

This also teaches us that when we give someone a task and they are unable to fulfill it, 
then we need to pardon them as well. 

  

If [instead] you show [some] good or conceal it or pardon an offense - indeed, Allah is ever 
Pardoning and Competent. (Surah An Nisa 4:149) 

These ayat are about relationships between people. Problems arise between people 
because we are all different in nature. These differences do not give you an excuse to be 
bad to others and insult each other. If someone is oppressed- Allah doe not like you to 
speak badly in public about it. If you have any problem, then you go to the authorities to 
take some action but don't complain to others about your situation. For example, if your 
neighbors are loud, don't talk to others about it and complain about them.  

Pardon others even if they are bad to you- you won't be humiliated but instead, Allah will 
honor you.  
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And not equal are the good deed and the bad. Repel [evil] by that [deed] which is better; and 
thereupon the one whom between you and him is enmity [will become] as though he was a 
devoted friend. (Surah Fussilat 41:34) 

Repel evil with that will is good- this is not easy but this is what Allah loves you to do. 
What will happen when you do good to those who do bad to you? Then they will be a 
devout friend to you. Believe the promise of Allah. This is a favor from Allah that he 
makes them do this. It requires patience and this is all a favor from Allah. You pardon 
others because you want Allah to pardon you.  

Allah mentions His Names عـــــــــــــــــفوا قـــــــــــــــــديـــــــــــــــــرا in this ayah- meaning His pardoning is not out of 
weakness. When we pardon others, it may be out of weakness but when Allah pardons 
you He is the Most Powerful and not out of weakness.  

Real pardoning is when you are able to do something, yet you pardon.  
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