
The Ants 

I found her and her people prostrating to the sun 
instead of Allah , and Satan has made their deeds 

pleasing to them and averted them from [His] way, 
so they are not guided 

 
A person is praised or dispraised by his actions, 
which he did by his own choice. You looks and 
family are not factors which you choose; the 
things which are worthy of praise and dispraise 
are your actions. 

Their action which the hudhud criticized was 
that they worshipped the sun. This was their 
choice, they were not forced to do it. The evil 
was beautified for them by the shaitan, but they 
did it themselves, so were responsible for their 
actions. The job of the shaitan is to beautify the 
evil, but they chose to worship the sun, so they are accountable. 

If someone is forced to do the haram, then he will not be held responsible. But the insan is generally not forced 
to do shirk and kufr. The nation of Sab'a was not forced to worship the sun. 

There is always a second chance with Allah, they can change themselves with repentance. 

 [And] so they do not 
prostrate to Allah , 

who brings forth 
what is hidden within 
the heavens and the 

earth and knows  
what you conceal and what you declare 

The hudhud was still talking, and Sulayman عليه السالم was listening to him attentively. Never underestimate any 
messengers whom Allah send to you; listen to everyone, and ask Allah for guidance. 

The speech of the hudhud was so well structured, leading 
step by step to the subject matter. He started by creating 
suspense, then came the 'breaking news', and then the 
details. He stressed their ingratitude, then analyzed their 
behaviour. At the end of his dialogue was the solution. 
These are his comments, he couldn't help giving his 
opinion. 

The beginning of the ayah connects to the previous ayah. 
This is what they should be doing, prostrating to Allah, but instead they prostrated to the sun. Allah is the only 
One who deserves your worship. All the universe prostrates to Allah, the heavens and the earth, the sun and 
the moon, the animals, trees, birds, ants, everything in the heavens and the sky. It is an honour to prostrate to 
Allah, and a humiliation to worship someone else. 

The hudhud and the animals are automatically glorifying Allah, it is common sense for them. Only the jinn and 
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insan have a choice. 

The hudhud now mentions a small but 
important action of Allah; He is the only One 
who brings out the hidden things from the 
heavens and the earth; small creations, 
hidden mysteries, the seeds deep in the 
darkness of the earth, all the secrets of the 
hearts. In the same way, the people will be 
brought out of their graves, after the remain 
in the depths of the earth, mixed with the soil 
for years.

Only Allah has this power, and only Allah 
deserves to be worshipped. 

Allah knows what you hide in your heart, and what you reveal to others. Allah is Able to bring your provision to 
you wherever you are. For the hudhud, it defies common sense to prostrate to anyone else. 

There are innumerable actions of Allah, the hudhud mentioned two of them. This ayah is about توحيد الربوبية, the 
Oneness of Allah in His actions. 

Allah - there is no deity except Him, 
Lord of the Great Throne. 
 

Don't attach to anyone else but Allah. All the actions 
of your heart should be directed to Allah. The sujood 
is a physical action which is reciprocated by the 
feelings of the heart. 

Who is Allah? He is the One to whom you should 
attach to, and devote yourself to, with love and 
magnifying. 

Allah is the Owner of the Great Throne. Balqis was 
the owner of a great throne, but she prostrated to the 
sun, and he wasn't impressed by her. Allah is the One 
who should be worshipped. 

The hudhud had so much knowledge. The animals 
know instinctively that the one who is committing shirk 
is doing wrong. If the person worships Allah, they 
know this is right and they make dua for him. 

Allah is the Rabb, the Reformer, the Nurturer, the One who disposed the affairs of His creation. The Arsh, the 
Throne of Allah, is the ceiling for the creation, the greatest creation of Allah. It is more vast than the heavens 
and the earth, and it needs Allah to take care of it, so what about us? 

The hudhud gives a simple explanation of tawheed. He is so confident speaking to Sulayman عليه السالم, 
because his knowledge was so clear and certain, without any doubts. Our confidence comes from our 
aqeedah. If the aqeedah is sound, you can face any problems in life. 

The hudhud taught us aqeedah, and the ant taught us manners and behaviour. Sulayman was given a great 
and unique kingdom, knowledge and wisdom, but still be learnt from the ant and the hudhud. 



Balqis was given her throne by Allah, but the Arsh of Allah can never be changed or removed. Allah is the only 
One who is worthy of your humility towards Him. He is the only One who deserves your prostration. The 
hudhud was safe from punishment' he had brought such monumental news. Sulayman was amazed that such 
a big civilization was hidden from him. 

No matter how much knowledge you have, someone will always have something more than you. This incident 
shows us the importance of listening. Whoever brings the news to you, listen and verify. Don't accept or reject 
it from the start, ask Allah for guidance. 


