
The Ants 

She 
said : O eminent ones, advise me in 

my affair. I would not decide a matter 
until you witness [for] me. 

When the hudhud delivered the letter from Sulayman عليه السالم to 
Balqis, she summoned her chiefs, and briefed them about the 
situation. 

The way she spoke her court showed good manners when 
speaking. They were her advisers, and held an important 
and respected position in her kingdom. 

She was a queen, but she was so respectful to her 
noblemen. We see this in the behaviour of Sulayman عليه 
 as well, when he listened to an insignificant ant, and السالم
was moved by her words to make du'a. He also listened 
attentively to what the hudhud had to stay, through his 
long speech. Islam is against the person in authority to be 
bad to anyone under them. In a healthy civilization, 
everyone needs to help and respect each other, like the 
ants, always working as a team. 

Balqis asked for their advice about how she should react  
regarding the letter from Sulayman عليه السالم. It was her 
decision, she was the queen, their leader, and responsible 
for her own decision, but she included them in her 
decision making. 

There are two kinds 
of matters, general 
and personal. 
Regarding the 
personal matters, you 
don't have to consult 
anyone. On the other 
hand, the decision for 
any matter affecting 
the whole group 
should be taken with 
consultation with 
everyone. For 

example, the household is the affair of the woman, but the husband 
and children are included, so for any decision regarding the 
household, they have to be included too. Balqis included her chiefs 
as they represented the people of her nation. 

Balqis was very clear in her words, so that there could be no doubt 
and confusion; this is a trait for leadership, so that their words are not  
misunderstood or twisted. The leader should speak slowly and 
clearly. The Messenger of Allah صلى اهلل عليه وسلم spoke so clearly, 
every word he said stood out clearly, and his words could actually be 
counted. 
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The Messenger of Allah صلى اهلل 
 : said عليه وسلم

كلكم راٍع، وكلكم مسئول عن رعيته، 
واألمير راٍع، والرجل راٍع على أهل بيته؛ 
واملرأة راعية على بيت زوجها وولده، 
فكلكم راٍع، وكلكم مسؤول عن رعيته. 
متفق عليه، رياض الصالحني، كتاب 1#، 

حديث 283# 
All of you are guardians and are 

responsible for your subjects. The 
ruler is a guardian of his subjects, 

the man is a guardian of his 
family, the woman is a guardian 

and is responsible for her 
husband's house and his 

offspring; and so all of you are 
guardians and are responsible for 

your subjects.



Imagine the queen saying she would not make the 
decision until she heard the opinion of her chiefs. She 
gave them so much importance, and this united them, 
and made them loyal to her. Also, there would be no 
blame on her if things didn't work out. 

The word Allah uses is قاطعة, derived from the verb ََقطَع, 
to cut, not َحَكَم, to judge. Here قاطعة mans to judge and 
take a decision, with determination, to decide and 
implement. 

A successful civilization is based on knowledge and 
action, which was the strategy of Balqis. All her chiefs 
were men, it seems, and she worked with them as a 
team; she was not a tyrant. 

She had an efficient system in place to run her 
kingdom. It was because of this method that her nation 
was prosperous and productive. When a leader takes 
care of his subjects, the society is happy and 
productive. 

This also showed her shrewd nature. She didn't want to shoulder any blame alone. She didn't know what 
would happen with Sulayman, and she didn't want to be blamed if things went wrong. This was her diplomacy, 
to make everyone accountable. This is an advanced society, like that of the ants. The female ant told all the 
ants why she was telling them to go underground; if they didn't obey, she was not to be blamed. 


