
 Istighfar in the Qur'an 

It is the middle of Ramadan and we want to be of those who Allah frees 
from the Hell-fire.  

 

ِّ إِّن ِّي أَُعوُذ بَِّك أَْن أَْسأَلََك َما لَْيَس لِّي بِّهِّ  ْر لِّي َوتَْرَحْمنِّي أَُكْن  َقاَل َرب  ْلٌم ۖ َوإَِّّلا تَْغفِّ عِّ

رِّينَ  َن اْلَخاسِّ  مِّ

 

[Noah] said, "My Lord, I seek refuge in You from asking that of which I 

have no knowledge. And unless You forgive me and have mercy upon me, 

I will be among the losers." 

 

This Surah turned the Prophet Muhammad's hair grey. If you count the ayat that 

talks about forgiveness in this Surah, it is mentioned more in surah Hud than in any 

other Surah. It is as if you need to reform yourself through istighfar.  

 

Surah Hud:3 

ُروا َرباُكْم ُثما ُتوُبوا إِّلَْيهِّ ُيَمت ِّْعُكْم َمَتاًعا َحَسًنا إِّلَٰى أََجٍل ُمَسمًّى َوُيْؤتِّ ُكلا َوأَنِّ  اْسَتْغفِّ

ْوا َفإِّن ِّي أََخاُف َعلَْيُكْم َعَذاَب يَْوٍم َكبِّيرٍ 
 ذِّي َفْضٍل َفْضلَُهۖ  َوإِّْن تََولا

 

And [saying], "Seek forgiveness of your Lord and repent to Him, [and] He 

will let you enjoy a good provision for a specified term and give every 

doer of favor his favor. But if you turn away, then indeed, I fear for you 

the punishment of a great Day. 

 

In this verse, Allah commands us to seek forgiveness in order to enjoy a good life  

 

The next place in this Surah where Istighfar is commanded is on the tongue of 

Prophet Hud to his people. 

 

Surah hud:52 

ْدَراًرا  َماَء َعلَْيُكْم مِّ لِّ السا ُروا َرباُكْم ُثما ُتوُبوا إِّلَْيهِّ ُيْرسِّ ًة إِّلَٰى َويَا َقْومِّ اْسَتْغفِّ َويَزِّْدُكْم ُقوا

ينَ  ْوا ُمْجرِّمِّ
 ُقواتُِّكْم َوََّل تََتَولا

 

And O my people, ask forgiveness of your Lord and then repent to Him. He 

will send [rain from] the sky upon you in showers and increase you in 

strength [added] to your strength. And do not turn away, [being] 

criminals." 
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So we are gathering from the verses so far that Istighfar brings about so much 

good. 

 

The third time forgiveness is mentioned and commanded is on the tongue of the 

Prophet Salih. 

 

Surah Hud:61 

ٍه َغْيُرُهۖ  ُهَو أَْنَشأَُكْم  َوإِّلَٰى ثَُموَد أََخاُهمْ  ْن إِّلَٰ َ َما لَُكْم مِّ
َصالًِّحا ۚ َقاَل يَا َقْومِّ اْعُبُدوا اَّللا

ُروُه ُثما ُتوُبوا إِّلَْيهِّ ۚ إِّنا َرب ِّي َقرِّيٌب ُمجِّيبٌ  َن اْْلَْرضِّ َواْسَتْعَمَرُكْم فِّيَها َفاْسَتْغفِّ  مِّ

 

 

And to Thamud [We sent] their brother Salih. He said, "O my people, 

worship Allah ; you have no deity other than Him. He has produced you 

from the earth and settled you in it, so ask forgiveness of Him and then 

repent to Him. Indeed, my Lord is near and responsive." 

 

All the Prophets commanded to Tawheed first before calling to Istighfar and 

Tawbah. This verse mentioned two names of Allah - He is Near and He responds to 

you. 

 

When you make Tawba with Istighfar, your dua will be responded to quickly. The 

reward is Allah's Attributes. It is a very big reward. So if you make istighfar and 

tawbah, then Allah is Al-Qareeb and Al-Mujeeb. 

 

Every Messenger mentioned a different reward of istighfar. 

 

 The fourth time forgiveness is commanded is on the tongue of Propet Shuaib 

(Alayhis salaam). 

 

Surah Hud:90 

يٌم َوُدودٌ  ُروا َرباُكْم ُثما ُتوُبوا إِّلَْيهِّ ۚ إِّنا َرب ِّي َرحِّ  َواْسَتْغفِّ

And ask forgiveness of your Lord and then repent to Him. Indeed, my 

Lord is Merciful and Affectionate." 

 

You can see the different levels of the rewards of Istighfar. The reward for Istighfar 

is that Allah will be Merciful and He will love you. Even if nobody loves and shows 

mercy to you.  
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Istighfar reforms us. The message of Messengers was to worship One God and then 

to make istighfar and make Tawbah.  

 

 

Surah Hud:112 

يرٌ  ْرَت َوَمْن تَاَب َمَعَك َوََّل تَْطَغْوا ۚ إِّناُه بَِّما تَْعَمُلوَن بَصِّ مِّ
ُ
ْم َكَما أ  َفاْسَتقِّ

So remain on a right course as you have been commanded, [you] and 

those who have turned back with you [to Allah ], and do not transgress. 

Indeed, He is Seeing of what you do. 

 

For Istiqama, the one who will be on the right path will be the one who repents.  

 

Istighfar is mentioned in the dua of Prophet Nuh (Alayhis salaam) in this Surah. 

Surah Hud:47 

ِّ إِّن ِّي أَُعوُذ بَِّك أَْن أَْسأَلََك َما لَْيَس  ْر لِّي َوتَْرَحْمنِّي أَُكْن َقاَل َرب  ْلٌم ۖ َوإَِّّلا تَْغفِّ لِّي بِّهِّ عِّ

رِّينَ  َن اْلَخاسِّ  مِّ

 

[Noah] said, "My Lord, I seek refuge in You from asking that of which I 

have no knowledge. And unless You forgive me and have mercy upon me, 

I will be among the losers." 

 

Allah mentioned Prophet Nuh's dua. He said this in regards to his son. He called his 

son to board the ship with them, but his son did not come and said he will take 

shelter on mountain. Prophet Nuh made dua saying that his son is his family and 

that Allah's promise is true and that Allah is the best of all judges. He is saying Allah 

promised to save his family but that Allah is the Best of Judges. He had very good 

manners with Allah. Allah replied that his son is not family because he did 

something very wrong.  

 

 means worthy and Allah is saying he is not worthy of you. And then He said toاهلى 

Prophet Nuh not to ask something from Allah which he has no knowledge of. Allah 

knows what is in our hearts. Sometimes we make dua but we do not know whether 

it is good for us or bad. So Allah is giving us a lesson for us to be amongst the 

perfect ones and not of the Jahileen. It is not haraam to ask but Allah is teaching us 

how to be on a higher level.  

 

So when Allah responded to Prophet Nuh (Alayhis salaam), the Prophet felt regret. 

But he did not do anything intentionally wrong and he immediately asked for 

forgiveness. As soon as Allah corrects the Prophets, they quickly accept the 

reforming from Allah.  
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The higher level you are, the quicker Allah reforms you. 

 

He made a similar dua to Prophet Adam (alayhis salaam). He is showing that he 

cannot trust himself when he said "I seek refuge in asking what I have no 

knowledge of." And that if Allah does not forgive him and have mercy on him, then 

he will be of the losers. 

 

That shows that with Allah's Forgiveness and Mercy, one will be of the winners.  

 

Our Prophet Muhammad (Salla-Allaahu alayhi wa sallam) used to ask forgiveness 70 

times in a gathering. Also the number 70 is mentioned in Surah Tawba. So if you 

ask forgiveness 70 times, Allah will forgive you. 

 

Surah Tawbah:80 

ُ لَُهْم ۚ ذَٰ  َر اَّللا ًة َفلَْن يَْغفِّ يَن َمرا ْر لَُهْم َسْبعِّ ْر لَُهْم إِّْن تَْسَتْغفِّ ْر لَُهْم أَْو ََّل تَْسَتْغفِّ لَِّك اْسَتْغفِّ

ُ ََّل يَْهدِّي اْلَقوْ  ِّ َوَرُسولِّهِّ ۗ َواَّللا ناُهْم َكَفُروا بِّاَّللا
ينَ بِّأَ قِّ َم اْلَفاسِّ  

Ask forgiveness for them, [O Muhammad], or do not ask forgiveness for 

them. If you should ask forgiveness for them seventy times -  never will 

Allah forgive them. That is because they disbelieved in Allah and His 

Messenger, and Allah does not guide the defiantly disobedient people. 

 

Benefits of Istighfar from Surah Hud 

 

1. Allah will let you enjoy your life until you die. Your eyes, ears, children. - 11:3 

2. He will bestow extra bounties on you. Like faith, wisdom, more knowledge.   

3. He will send abundant rain to you. 11:52 

4. He will increase you in strength. 

5. He will respond to your Dua 

6. He will have Mercy on you and He will Love you.  

 

So you find in this Surah that if you want reformation then you need tawba 

and istighfar. If you want Istiqama, then you need tawba and istighfar. If you 

want to be a winner, then you need tawbah and istighfar. 

 


