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Names of Allah 
 
A L  ‘A F U W  –  T H E  A L L  P A R D O N I N G  

ALLAH AL ‘AFUW 

Allah created everything around us to worship Him. This means if we really do worship just for Allah 
then we do not get tired as the purpose behind our creation is to worship Allah. When we serve anyone 
other than Allah then we get so tired. Our contract with Allah is that “ You alone we worship and you 
alone we seek help” 
 
Allah Afuw means Allah deals with us without punishment, although Allah is able to punish us on the 
spot. We make so many mistakes that Allah pardons out of His favors. 
 
Afuw means to erase. The Prophet  (ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص) said to ask Allah for Afuw and Aafiya. Afuw is pardon from 
the sins and for the Aafiya is all the goodness. 

Surah Hajj 
 
Surah Al Hajj is talking about heading to Allah. It tells us our main goal is Allah. 

Surah Hajj Ayah 60 
 

 
 
 

Ayah 60 
 
Allah is telling us that it is allowed for the oppressed to do the same to the one who is the oppressor to 
him. There will be no blame on the oppressed for his revenge. Once he takes his revenge then it is not 
allowed for the oppressed to transgress and go beyond his boundaries because then the oppressed will 
become the oppressor. Allah will always give victory to the oppressed. There is no barrier between the 
dua of the oppressed and Allah. 
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Allah forbade injustice for Himself so who are we to be unjust and oppress others? Here Allah is telling 
us the best option though is to pardon and not take revenge. You erase and forgive, you don’t even 
mention to anyone. How you want Allah to deal with you, you deal with the people in the same manner.  
 
We must never think pardoning is weakness. The Prophet told us that the more Afuw we do, the more 
Allah will increase us in honor.  

Surah Mujadiah 

Surah Mujadilah Ayah 2 
 
 

 

Ayah 1 
There was a practice in the times of ignorance where the husband used to tell his wife when he was 
angry that “you are like the back of my mother”. This was not a divorce but statement said in anger by 
the husband to the wife. One lady came to the Prophet to dispute that her husband said to her that she is 
like her mother. Allah revealed the surah to clarify the matter. Allah said he heard the lady disputing 
with the Prophet and she was complaining to Allah at the same time. Allah tells us that he heard the 
conversation between her and the Prophet. Allah is all Hearer and all See-er 
 

Ayah 2 
 
Allah tells us that when the husband says to the wife that she is like the mother than it does not make the 
wives their mothers. Allah makes it very clear that their mothers are the ones who gives birth to them.  
Allah affirms that the men are saying something very objectionable and it is a lie. Allah negates what 
was said by the husband.  
 
Allah says He is Al Afuw and Ghafoor. In the later ayahs Allah tells them what do they need to do in 
order to get the pardon. Before a husband can touch his wife he needs to free a slave and this is very 
expensive. If he cannot do this then he needs to fast two consecutive months. If one day is missed then 



Names of Allah 

 
Page 3 

he needs to start again. And if he cannot fast two consecutive months then he needs to feed 60 needy 
people. If person doesn’t fulfill one of these penalties then he is held accountable. 
 

Impact of  Allah Al ‘Afuw in our life 
 

1. Make dua:  

We need to ask Allah Al ‘Afuw to pardon us. We need to increase in the dua to ask Allah for pardoning 
and well-being. 

Morning and Evening Supplications: 
 

ْنیَا َواآلِخَرِة اللَّھُمَّ إِنِّي أَْسأَلَُك اْلَعْفَو َوالْ  ْھلِي َوَمالِي اللَّھُمَّ َعافِیَةَ فِي ِدینِي َوُدْنیَاَى َوأَ اللَّھُمَّ إِنِّي أَْسأَلَُك اْلَعْفَو َواْلَعافِیَةَ فِي الدُّ
 أَْن َوِمْن َخْلفِي َوَعْن یَِمینِي َوَعْن ِشَمالِي َوِمْن فَْوقِي َوأَُعوُذ بِكَ  اْستُْر َعْوَراتِي َوآِمْن َرْوَعاتِي َواْحفَْظنِي ِمْن بَْیِن یََدىَّ 

 أُْغتَاَل ِمْن تَْحتِي
 
O Allah, I ask You for pardoning and well-being in this world and in the Hereafter. O Allah, I ask You 
for pardoning and well-being in my religious and my worldly affairs. O Allah, conceal my faults, calm 
my fears, and protect me from before me and behind me, from my right and my left, and from above me, 
and I seek refuge in You from being taken unaware from beneath me 
 (Sunan Ibn Majah 3871) 
 
Dua for Laylut Al Qadr 
 
( حب العفو اللھم إنك عفو ت :قولي"  :قال ؟یا رسول هللا أرأیت إن علمت أي لیلة القدر ما أقول فیھا :قلت :وعنھا قالت

"فاعُف عني ) 
 
'Aishah (May Allah be pleased with her) reported: I asked: "O Messenger of Allah! If I realize Lailat-ul-
Qadr (Night of Decree), what should I supplicate in it?" He (ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص) replied, "You should supplicate: 
Allahumma innaka 'afuwwun, tuhibbul-'afwa, fa'fu 'anni (O Allah, You are Most Pardoning, You love to 
pardon; so pardon me).") – Riyadh As Saliheen, At Tirmidhi Book 9, Hadith 1195 
 

2. Seek forgiveness, repent and do good deeds then Allah will pardon you. 
 
3. Pardoning others so Allah will pardon you 
 
Abu Bakr (ra) used to support one of his relatives and then he found out he slandered his daughter Aisha 
(ra) so he stopped giving him. Allah revealed an ayah to not stop his goodness and to pardon is better. 
  
4. To pardon and overlook the one who owes you debt  
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Here we are told to pardon the debt of someone who is going through difficulties. Not someone who’s 
taking money while they have money themselves. 
  
5. Don’t expose your sins if  you want to be pardoned.  
 
Those who proudly speak about their sins will not be pardoned.  

Hadith: 
 

( ِ صلى هللا علیھ وسلم یَقُوُل  تِي ُمَعافًى إِالَّ  " ِمْعُت أَبَا ھَُرْیَرةَ، یَقُوُل َسِمْعُت َرُسوَل هللاَّ اْلُمَجاِھِرینَ  ُكلُّ أُمَّ ) 
 
Narrated Abu Huraira (ra): I heard Allah's Messenger (ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص) saying. "All the sins of my followers will be 
forgiven except those of the Mujahirin (those who commit a sin openly or disclose their sins to the 
people).)  - Sahih al-Bukhari 6069.  
 
A person doesn’t need to say ‘I didn’t pray or wake up for qiyam’. Allah is concealing you in front of 
the people so why speak and tell others and expose yourself? 
 


