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In life, you will see injustice, a 
believer might be a good 
person, but the disbelievers will 
torture and burn him, while 
everyone sits and watches. The 
thought may come to your mind 
why this is happening, and you  
may think badly of Allah. So 
this Surah has so many strong 
names of Allah. He says He is 
Witness. Don't ever think that 
Allah is accepting the situation 
when someone is being 
tortured because of their deen. 
All the oaths in this Surah are 
to affirm this. 

This Surah us about the People 
of the Trench. A group of believers in a 
disbelieving country were tortured in the 
worst way, burning. The disbelievers 
dug a deep trench, and set it alight. 
They sat around it and commanded the 
believers to throw themselves into the 
fire, enjoying the scene. Their only 
crime was their belief in Allah, the 
Irresistible, the Praiseworthy. This was 
heartless and cruel. Nowadays people 
do this with animals and post the video 
on YouTube. This shows the most evil 
character. 

Allah took the souls of the believers 
before they fell into the fire, so that they 
didn't feel anything. This was a test. 
There was a woman with a small baby, 
and she was hesitant because of the 
baby, but the small baby spoke and told 
his mother to go ahead because they 
were on the truth. 

When Allah swears by something, it it 
very great. 

🔸 The sky which contains ‘towers’ 
🔸 The Day of Promises 
🔸 The Witness and the 
Witnessed

The subject of the oath is 
the destruction of the 
People of the Trenches. 
Those who did this great 
crime are cursed and 
destroyed. 

وَالسَّمَاءِ ذَاتِ الْبُرُوجِ 
By the sky containing 

great paths  
وَالْيَوْمِ املَْوْعُودِ 

And [by] the Day of 
promises  

وَشَاهِدٍ وَمَشْهُودٍ 
And [by] the witness 

and what is witnessed, 
قُتِلَ أَصْحَابُ األُْخْدُودِ 
Cursed were the 

companions of the 
trench 

النَّارِ ذَاتِ الْوَقُودِ 
[Containing] the fire full 

of fuel, 
إِذْ هُمْ عَلَيْهَا قُعُودٌ 

When they were sitting 
near it 

وَهُمْ عَلَٰى مَا يَفْعَلُونَ 
بِاملُْؤْمِنِنيَ شُهُودٌ 

And they, to what they 
were doing against the 

believers, were 
witnesses. 

وَمَا نَقَمُوا مِنْهُمْ إِالَّ أَن يُؤْمِنُوا 
بِاهللاَِّ الْعَزِيزِ احلَْمِيدِ 

And they resented them 
not except because they 

believed in Allah , the 
Exalted in Might, the 

Praiseworthy, 
الَّذِي لَهُ مُلْكُ السَّمَاوَاتِ 

وَاألَْرْضِ ۚ وَاهللاَُّ عَلَٰى كُلِّ شَيْءٍ 
شَهِيدٌ 

To whom belongs the 
dominion of the heavens 

and the earth. And 
Allah, over all things, is 

Witness. 
85:1-9

إِنَّ الَّذِينَ فَتَنُوا املُْؤْمِنِنيَ 
وَاملُْؤْمِنَاتِ ثُمَّ لَمْ يَتُوبُوا فَلَهُمْ 

عَذَابُ جَهَنَّمَ وَلَهُمْ عَذَابُ 
احلَْرِيقِ 

Indeed, those who have 
tortured the believing 

men and believing 
women and then have 
not repented will have 

the punishment of Hell, 
and they will have the 

punishment of the 
Burning Fire. 

إِنَّ الَّذِينَ آمَنُوا وَعَمِلُوا 
الصَّاحلَِاتِ لَهُمْ جَنَّاتٌ جتَْرِي 

لِكَ الْفَوْزُ  مِن حتَْتِهَا األَْنْهَارُ ۚ ذَٰ
الْكَبِيرُ 

Indeed, those who have 
believed and done 

righteous deeds will 
have gardens beneath 

which rivers flow. That 
is the great attainment. 

إِنَّ بَطْشَ رَبِّكَ لَشَدِيدٌ 
Indeed, the vengeance of 

your Lord is severe. 
إِنَّهُ هُوَ يُبْدِئُ وَيُعِيدُ 

Indeed, it is He who 
originates [creation] and 

repeats. 
85:10-13



The sky indicates a sense of elevation; the believers are elevated because of their 
belief, but the disbelievers put them inside the ground, in the trench. The sky has 
towers, and is out of reach of anyone; it is the opposite to the earth. The trench, 
tunnels inside the earth, opposite to the بروج, paths in the lofty sky, the orbits of the 
stars and planets and the sun and moon. 

The people of the trench were in dunya, so Allah swears by the Day of Judgement, 
the Day of promises, when they will be recompensed for their actions. On this day, 
everyone will be gathered. If someone harmed another even the width of a strand of 
hair, he will be recompensed, so what about burning someone? Allah has promised 
on that day, that He will recompense everyone. 

This is a warning for the tyrants and the oppressors, those who create problems in 
the lives of others, by oppressing and being unfair. These oaths are like a watch 
tower, or a light house. 

The last oath is by all the creation, the witnesses and the witnessed. Every creation is either a witness, or is 
being witnessed. Imagine a radar on the road; a witness regulates the matters. If there is no witness, then 
people are oppressed. There are so many witnesses around you, all the objects are silent witnesses, as is the 
Messenger of Allah صلى اهلل عليه وسلم, the angels, even you yourself are a witness for or against yourself. On the 
Day of Judgement, the tongue of the sinner will be sealed, and his limbs will be witness of his sins. Even his 
skin will testify. 

When the people transgress, they think Allah doesn't see them. They themselves are witness against their 
crimes, and Allah is witness over them all. This is the greatest warning. 

The disbelievers who dug the trench, and then watched as the believers burned, are destroyed. The believers 
passed their test, didn't feel the pain of burning, and are in a better place. But for the disbelievers, Allah cursed 
them, and Allah swore by one of His greatest creations, the sky, and the the Day of Judgement, and all the 
creation, that they are destroyed.

If they had repented, Allah would have accepted their repentance. Allah stretches His arms for the people who 
repent. But if they don't repent, then their punishment is the blazing fire, where they will burn, just as they 
made others burn. 

Allah calls the state of the believers الفوز الكبير, the Great Success, and this description is used only in this 
Surah. Their success is like the بروج, tall and visible. Don't think that because Allah allowed his to happen, that 
He couldn't stop them. أستغفراهلل. He will punish them. He is the One who initiated the creation, and He is the 
One who will recreate them, for recompense. He is الغفور, the One who forgives; if you repent, He will forgive 
you. He is الودود, the Affectionate. This name of Allah is mentioned only in this Surah, and Surah Hud. If you 
repent, He will love you. No one can love criminals, but Allah will envelope you in His love and forgiveness. 

وَهُوَ الْغَفُورُ الْوَدُودُ 
And He is the 

Forgiving, the 
Affectionate, 

ذُو الْعَرْشِ اجملَِْيدُ 
Honorable 

Owner of the 
Throne, 

فَعَّالٌ ملَِّا يُرِيدُ 
Effecter of what 

He intends. 
85:14-16




