
Oaths in the Qura'an  
سورة الطارق  

This Surah consists of 17 
ayaat, divided into 2 oaths. 
The first oath is by the sky, 
and the second one is by 
the sky and the earth. 

There are so many 
beautiful descriptions of the 
sky in the Qura'an. 

Looking at the expanse of 
the sky gives a feeling of 
vastness. When you have a 
problem in life, don't 
constrict your mind, make 
your mind vast; expand it 
and think positive. The sky 
is so high, with no 

boundaries. Whenever and wherever you look up, it's always there. 

🔸 The سماء is described as anything above 
you. 

🔸 The word الطارق is derived from the verb 
 to knock in the night. It is in the from of ,طََرَق
 الطارق the title of the doer, so ,اإلسم الفاعل
means the one who knocks in the night. 

Allah further elaborates His oath, by 
clarifying what this term means. 

The name الطارق refers to a star, which has 
a strong glow, piercing the darkness of the 
sky with its light. This star emits a banging 
and knocking sound which penetrates the 
silent darkness of outer space. This has 

وَالسَّمَاءِ وَالطَّارِقِ 
By the sky and the night 

comer  
وَمَا أَدْرَاكَ مَا الطَّارِقُ 

And what can make you 
know what is the night 

comer? 
النَّجْمُ الثَّاقِبُ 

It is the piercing star  
إِن كُلُّ نَفْسٍ ملََّّا عَلَيْهَا حَافِظٌ 

There is no soul but that it 
has over it a protector 

فَلْيَنظُرِ اإلِْنسَانُ ممَِّ خُلِقَ 
So let man observe from 

what he was created 
خُلِقَ مِن مَّاءٍ دَافِقٍ 

He was created from a 
fluid, ejected 

يَخْرُجُ مِن بَنيِْ الصُّلْبِ وَالتَّرَائِبِ 
Emerging from between the 

backbone and the ribs. 

إِنَّهُ عَلَٰى رَجْعِهِ لَقَادِرٌ 
Indeed, Allah , to return 

him [to life], is Able 
يَوْمَ تُبْلَى السَّرَائِرُ 

The Day when secrets will 
be put on trial 

فَمَا لَهُ مِن قُوَّةٍ وَالَ نَاصِرٍ 
Then man will have no 
power or any helper.  
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been proven by the science of astrology, although we need no proof from any other source to believe what 
Allah tells us. The سماء and this star, which is described in such detail by Allah, are His signs, showing His 
perfection. 

Stars have been described in various ways in 
the Qura'an. 
🔸 They adorn the sky    زينة   
🔸 They guide us to the directions  هداية 

🔸 They are used to protect the sky from the 
shayateen  رجوما 

The subject of the oath : Allah has assigned a 
guard for every soul. 

The sky is so well protected, and so is the nafs. 
Every soul has a protector above it; these are 
the angels. Allah has ascribed an angel for 
every person. They protect the person in two 
ways. 

🔸 The angels protect you physically, by the 
commands of Allah. We are protected from so 
many dangers. This protection is given to the 
disbelievers too. Every person has a guardian 
angel, protecting you from accidents and problems. If we didn't have this protection from Allah, we would 
always find ourselves afflicted with sicknesses and injuries all the time. 

🔸 The angels preserve your deeds, by writing them in your book of records. These are the كراًما كاتبني, the 
honoured scribes, the two angels assigned to every human being. They remain by your sides, and record all 
your utterances and actions, whether apparent, or hidden in your heart. When you know these facts, you will 
become more aware of your actions. In this way, they protect you from sinning, because you don't want 
anything negative written in your book of records. 

So the angels are assigned by Allah to give you inner and outer protection, they penetrate into you. They are  
just writing everything, they don't give any opinions. 

Now Allah talks about creation and resurrection. The angels are in the 
middle of them. 

The reality will be exposed on the Day 
of Judgement. You will tested and exposed. Now we are tested, but we 
have the choice of شكر and مفر, gratitude and ingratitude. 

The people who are worshipping stones in life, are doing it by choice, they 
are not forced. On the Day of Judgement, they they will see the truth. All the 

people who committed shirk will follow what they worshipped and be thrown into the hellfire. 

Whatever secrets are harboured deep in the hearts, maybe not even recorded by the angels, because it is so 
tiny, will be exposed and made visible. This is resurrection. 

Allah mentioned creation in a different pattern. What is the human being created from? Gushing water, so 
many billions of sperm, and only one adheres, and initiates the creation of a human being. Your creation is so 
hidden. This gushing water is created from a place deep inside the body, between the backbone and the ribs. 
Your creation is so miraculous and amazing. 

On the Day of Judgement, all the secrets will be exposed. This human being, whose body will have 
decomposed, and mixed with the earth, will be brought back. Allah is Able to do this. 

إنھ على رجعھ لقادر

یوم تبلى السرائر



Don't think your actions are random, and lost; they are all recorded, your whole life. So you must care about 
them. Billions of people, mixed with the earth, since the time of Aadam عليه السالم, will all be brought back to life. 
All the accounts will be brought forward, even those which are not recorded. Nothing will be lost. 

 


