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Oaths - Surah Ash Shams 

Surah Ash Shams 

ِحيمِ  ِن ٱلرَّ ـٰ ۡحَم  بِۡسِم ٱهلِل ٱلرَّ

 (١َوٱلشَّۡمِس َوُضَحٰٮَها )

 (٢َوٱۡلقََمِر إِذَا تَلَٰٮَها ) 

  (٣َوٱلنََّہاِر إِذَا َجلَّٰٮَها ) 

 (٤َوٱلَّۡيِل إِذَا يَۡغَشٰٮَها )

 (٥َوٱلسََّمآِء َوَما بَنَٰٮَها ) 

 (٦َوٱۡۡلَۡرِض َوَما َطَحٰٮَها ) 

ٰٮَها )  ٍ۬ َوَما َسوَّ  (٧َونَۡفس 

 (٨فَأَۡلَهَمَها فُُجوَرَها َوتَۡقَوٰٮَها ) 

  (٩قَۡد أَۡفلََح َمن َزكَّٰٮَها ) 

 (١٠قَۡد َخاَب َمن دَسَّٰٮَها )وَ 

 (١١َكذَّبَۡت ثَُمودُ بَِطۡغَوٰٮَهآ ) 

 (١٢إِِذ ٱۢنبَعََث أَۡشقَٰٮَها ) 

َها ٱّللَِّ  نَاقَةَ  ٱّللَِّ  َرُسولُ  لَُهمۡ  فَقَالَ  ـٰ  (١٣) َوُسۡقيَ

ٰٮَها   و (١٤) فََكذَّبُوهُ فَعَقَُروَها فَدَۡمدََم َعلَۡيِهۡم َربُُّهم بِذَۢنبِِهۡم فََسوَّ

َها ) ـٰ ََل يََخاُف ُعۡقبَ ََ١٥) 
1.By the Sun and its Brightness, 
2. By the Moon when it follows it (reflects the Sun's light), 
3. By the day when it unfolds its glory, 
4. By the night when it enshrouds it, 
5. By the heaven and He Who made it, 
6. By the Earth and He Who spread it, 
7. And by the soul and He Who perfected it, 
8.Then inspired it to understand what is wrong and (what is) right for it, 
9. Indeed he succeeds who purifies it, 
10. And indeed he fails who corrupts it. 
11.Thamûd (people) denied (their Prophet) through their transgression (by rejecting the true Faith 
of Islâmic Monotheism, and by following polytheism, and by committing every kind of sin). 



12.When the most wicked man among them went forth (to kill the she-camel).  
13.But the Messenger of Allâh [Sâlih (Saleh) A.S.] said to them: "Be cautious! (Fear the evil end). 
That is the she-camel of Allâh! (Do not harm it) and bar it not from having its drink!"                 
14. Then they denied him and they killed it. So, their Lord destroyed them because of their sin, 
and made them equal in destruction (i.e. all grades of people, rich and poor, strong and weak)! 
15.And He (Allâh) feared not the consequences thereof.  
 

Surah Ash Shams can be divided into three parts 
Two parts are to do with the oath. 

 1) Sworn by (المقسم به) - oath (القسم) 

2) Subject of the oath (جواب القسم)  

3) Thamud  

Why Thamud?  

Allah (هلالج لج) gave them  ٌْحَكَمـتٌ  آيَـت مُّ  -ayats that are entirely clear. An ayat that came as a big sign which 

cannot be denied.  

Why was this only given to Thamud and not Firaun or Aadh? Because they asked for this ayat – they 

asked for a she-camel pregnant to come out of a rock. This ayat came as a big sign. Allah gave 

them guidance which is so clear like the sun but they preferred blindness over guidance. 

The ayat will come to you like Ash shams -sun; bright as the sun, but it depends on you whether you 

will purify yourself or corrupt yourself - choose to be blind (like Thamud).  

The Oaths 
In surah As Shams there are oaths upon oaths. There are 11 oaths in this 15 ayat surah. There are so 
many oaths for one thing only. There are two subjects of the oath (جواب القسم) and these are ( جملة
 .affirmations (خبرية
  

 

 



 

Allah (هلالج لج) swears by great ayats (عظيمة األيات  ). The connection here is they all opposites, have 

changes. Three pairs – the sun and the moon, the day and night and the earth and the heavens, and 

they are all changing. 

Allah (هلالج لج) made all these changes for the nafs -whether the nafs chooses to go up or down. The nafs 

can change, whether it is up like the sky or down like the earth. 

Despite all these signs being the creation of Allah (هلالج لج), these oaths are ayats -they can change. 

Oath 1 – ِ َِوالشَّْمس   

Allah (هلالج لج) swears by the sun. the sun is clear, bright, give you heat and gives you light. The ayat is 

so clear that you cannot be blind. The truth is like the sun. When the truth (la illaha) comes to 

people it is so clear to them like the sun.  

Allah (هلالج لج) created the sun and the moon for whom?  Allah (هلالج لج) subjected the sun and moon to serve 

us. It is around us (not the way we are told in science that we are around the sun). 

The sun sets in the West and rises in the East. Before it rises, it prostates to Allah (هلالج لج) seeking His 
permission before rising. This is like clockwork, every day. The sun is constantly prostrating. One of 
the signs of the Day of Judgement is that the sun will rise from the West, and then there is no 
repentance or increase in faith. This will be the level of people. Allah (هلالج لج) has made the sun a lamp 
in the sky. 
In the day of Judgement, the sun will come nearer and nearer until Allah (هلالج لج) will shade some 
people under his throne. In Paradise, there will be no sun or moon as there is no need for them. 
 

Oath 2- وضحاها  
Here Allah (هلالج لج) swears by something related to the sun ( وضحاها ) ad dhuha  - The brightness of the 
sun during the morning time. 
The dhuha – morning time -starts 15 minutes after the sunrise and ends before dhuhr (forenoon). 
The time of the dhuha is the most active time. 
This reminds us of Musa AS when Firaun told Musa AS to take an appointment and he chose dhuha. 
It is the time with the maximum Energy. And the benefit of it on us is that everyone sees with so 
much clarity, no sleepiness etc. Allah (هلالج لج) swears by dhuha shams – it is very clear like the ayat. 
Allah (هلالج لج) is giving us the things which have the greatest impact on us, and we need to utilize it in 
the best way to purify ourselves. 
 

Oath 3 - تالها اذا والقمر   

Allah (هلالج لج) swears by the moon, but not just the moon but when it follows the sun. The moon has 
brightness but its brightness is not like the sun, the brightness of the moon is noor.  
This is an ayat as its constantly changing - The moon does it work, becoming smaller, bigger, 
moving etc. 
The benefit of the moon is when it follows the sun in: 

 In brightness (اإلضاءة: this means the sun is brighter than the moon. We need the sun for 
activity, for heat, plants etc.  and we need the moon to know the time, for worship. The 
beginning of Ramadhan etc. The sun is very bright, we cannot look at it but the moon is 
pure beauty. The moonlight gives peace and tranquillity. Yusuf (as) dreamt of the sun and 
moon prostrating to him, the sun and moon are the parents, the sun is the mother and the 
moon is the father, the father is following the mother. Linguistically the word ‘sun’ is 
feminine and the word ‘moon’ is masculine. When there’s no mother in the house, then it’s 
dull.  
 

 In movement (السير )  it follows 
 In stages (المنازل ) if there was no sun, then there would be no stages of the moon such as 

crescent, etc. it has stages because it follows the moon. 



Oath 4 - جالها اذا والنهار    
Allah (هلالج لج) swears by the day when it makes the earth clear ( ويوضحها النهار يبين األرض  .(The sun is a sign 

(ayat)of morning and the moon is a sign (ayat) of night. The day is different from the sun. Some 

planets don’t have a day, even though there’s a sun. The day is a creation of Allah (هلالج لج) for which 

the sun is a sign but it is different (from the sun). When the light of the sun will spread all over, 

then it is the nahar. Allah (هلالج لج) made the day so that the sunlight can spread. The day and night 

come like a thread of day being removed and a thread of night takes its place. It’s a subtle change 

with no disturbance.  

Allah (هلالج لج) swears by the day in which case?  when it is bright (جالها). An example is a dominant color 

like green. When you just have that color, it does not stand out but when there is another color it 

is dominant or highlighted. Hence it is not just the sun, the day is to make it more clear and bright. 

In Surah Furqan 25.47 Allah (هلالج لج): 

َهاَر ُنُشورًاَوُهَو الَّذ   ْوَم ُسبَاًتا َوَجَعَل النَّ يَْل ل بَاًسا َوالنَّ  ي َجَعَل َلُكُم اللَّ

 

Translation: 

And it is He Who makes the night a covering for you, and the sleep (as) repose, and makes the day 

Nushur (i.e. getting up and going about here and there for daily work, etc. after one's sleep at 

night or like resurrection after one's death). 

Oath 5 - والليل اذا يغشاها 
Allah (هلالج لج) swears by the night when it covers the earth. As if a ‘blanket of night’ covers the earth. 

We need the sun and moon, and we need day and night. and Allah (هلالج لج) made it all for us in a 

systemic manner, the sun and moon come in succession, the day and night come in succession. Look 

at how obedient, how systematic it is; hence we have no excuse, Allah (هلالج لج) made the best for us 

and we can do our best, but we’re take it very lightly. Routine is important. Children love routine 

and this gives them security so they can do their best. When everything is organized it makes us do 

our best, but when there’s chaos around us then we struggle. The universe is in a perfect system, 

there’s night and day, there’s five time prayers, but we want to follow our will; we’re corrupting 

ourselves. Sometimes when we learn something it is very clear, sometimes it’s not. Hence you 

appreciate when it is clear because you remember when it is not. Allah (هلالج لج) has made everything 

systematic for us, it is all organized but we are following our desires and corrupting ourselves. Allah 

 (هلالج لج) can make it always to be day or night but we need both and this is a sign that only Allah (هلالج لج)

can bring the night or bring the day. 

Oath 6 - والسماء   
 Allah (هلالج لج) swears by the sky, after mentioning the sun and day, moon and night, He mentions the 
container (مقام) for all of these matters. The sky is our ceiling. 
 

Oath 7 - وما بناها 
Allah (هلالج لج) swears by the creation and by the Creator, Who built/constructed the sky, so He swears 

by His Noble Self. How did Allah (هلالج لج) create the heavens? Allah (هلالج لج) created the heavens in 

perfection. Allah (هلالج لج) created the samaa (lowest heaven) for us, beautifying it for us, the galaxies, 

the stars etc. Behind the scenes, the other samaa are not beautified as we don’t need to see this. 

Allah (هلالج لج) says the heavens and the earth were one, glued to each other, and then He separated 

between them and then there was air and water, so there’s life. The heavens are a protection for 

us.  



Oath 8 - واألرض 
Allah (هلالج لج) swears by the earth and its greatness. Ardh -floor, land. 

 The Ardh is like a baby cot and sama is like a ceiling. It stations us. We are not floating in the 

Universe. It accommodates us. What is the point if we have light and heat and everything but we 

don’t have the construction -the ceiling, the land etc. How can you have a house/dwelling without 

these? 

Oath 9 - وما طحاها 
Allah (هلالج لج) swears by the One Who stretched the earth and made it vast, so Allah (هلالج لج) swears by His 

Noble Self. The land of Allah (هلالج لج) is vast and His provision is vast, but we make it tight. Though it is 

circle. Allah (هلالج لج) made it vast and stretching, it is round but we don’t fall off. The earth will never 

be tight on the people. The earth only shrinks when disbelief is shrinking or by people dying.On the 

Day of Judgment, the earth will become a piece of white, flat land and all will be apparent before 

Allah (هلالج لج). 

Oath 10 - ونفس 
Allah (هلالج لج) swears by the nafs itself and the nafs is from ayat of Allah (هلالج لج) because it can quickly 

change, is emotional.The sun, moon, day and night can make changes on the nafs. Some people are 

active in the day and some at night. 

Oath 11- وما سواها فألهمها فجورها وتقواها 
Allah (هلالج لج) created the nafs, and (سويا) means no faults, its perfect. The nafs is perfect in creation 

and perfect in fitra. Our nafs by default is good, look at the babies, their nafs is pure and their fitra 

is good. Our nafs is good, it has ikhlas and tawheed. Allah (هلالج لج) inspired the nafs to good and evil. 

We have a conscious inside us of and we know what’s good and evil. We all have a conscious inside, 

so either the nafs becomes (فجور) – bad or (تقوى) – has taqwa.  

Allah (هلالج لج) created the nafs perfect and good -we need to take care of it and not corrupt it and make 

use of the best. 

What is the Subject of the Oaths? 
It is overwhelming as there are so many oaths. 

 

Allah (هلالج لج) swears by the sun, moon, night, day, the earth & heavens and the nafs, to inspire the 

nafs, the baby nafs, which is beautiful and perfect to see khair wa shaar -good and bad. Your inside 

conscious. This is more apparent in children, because they are pure and they see things clearly, the 

sun is the sun etc. unlike adults who are all upside down. 

Why does Allah (هلالج لج) swears by these 11 signs? 
For success or failure of the nafs. The success and failure depends on the nafs action ( أو المفلحة النفوس  
 :(الخائبة

purifiesِِ-َزكَّاَهاِ   

 Corrupts/fails - ِسَّاَهاَِِ  
 

Subject 1 
 the one who’s successful is the one who purifies himself. Will use all these signs to :(قد أفلح من زكاها)   

purify himself. We have to purify ourselves from our sicknesses, and how can we purify ourselves? 

With taqwa -God consciousness. We will be successful when we purify ourselves. 



Subject 2 
 means to hide your (دسها) .as for the one who corrupted himself then he has failed :(وقد خاب من دسها)  

goodness. This person is hiding the good nafs with corruption.  He disappoints and fails. We do this 

when we don’t obey Allah (هلالج لج). When you see someone corrupting himself, then try to bring out the 

good in them. Bring out the good in everyone. 

The real success is to purify oneself 

Don’t hide your good self. 

 

 
Allahumma, ‘aati nafsee taqwaaha, wa zakkihaa Anta khairu man zakkaahaa, Anta Waliyyuhaa wa 

Maulaaha 
O Allah, grant my soul taqwa and purify it, You are the Best of those who purify it, You are its 

Protecting Friend and Guardian/Master. 
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