
OATHS IN THE QURAN 3 
Source: Ibn Al Qayyim (التبيان في أقسام القرآن) 

Recap – Surah Ash Shams 
The scholars drew an analogy in Surah Shams which connects all the oaths: 

The sun and moon, day and night are the place of the deeds. The earth and the heaven are an 

indication of where you want to be. 

The nafs is constantly changing, sometimes happy, sad etc. like how Allah (هلالج لج) is making changes 

around you such as the sun and the moon. The nafs is sometimes like the sun, other times like the 

moon. For example, when you are reading the Quran, the nafs is bright like the sun, when involved 

in some fitna -it is dark like the night.  

The changes with the nafs will mean that either you are higher like the sky or lower like the 

earth. 

Secondly, they said the sun resembles a وحي wahee (revelation) in your life. When it(وحي) comes to 

your life, it is brightness like the sun and shines in your heart. 

What about the moon is when it follows the sun? What follows the وحي is the Prophet (ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص). The 

moon gets its light from the sun, when it follows the sun. The Moon resembles the Prophet(ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص) 

following the وحي. The noor is from following the وحي. Before the وحي, Prophet(ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص) did not have 

the light. Allah (هلالج لج) brought noor then with the وحي. His noor came from the sun (وحي). 

The inside fitra of the nafs (taqwa -self-consciousness) can either be hidden or shown. Everyone has 

a good nafs but it can be hidden by corruption. The taqwa can appear (from hiding) by the 

brightness of the sun; which is the light is from the وحي in your life. 

When you are corrupting yourself with sins, that is like the night when it covers. It covers the 

goodness of the nafs with the sins. It covers the sun وحي) ). 

 Don’t cover your taqwa with darkness and hide the taqwa. Bring out the goodness. 

May Allah (هلالج لج) open the ayats of the Quran for us ameen. That is why the Sahabas used to study the 

Quran, they used to read and read until Allah (هلالج لج) would open it for them (bring them the light). 

Sheikh Ibn al-Qayyim used to like debating with others. When he was in imprisoned, he busied 

himself with the Quran and said that Allah (هلالج لج) opened things for him. Tafseer is important but the 

opening of the ayats وحي)  ) shows on us. 

Oaths - Surah Al Fajr 
Al Fajr (فَْجر) means dawn. When we look at the It is from ََر  to explode. Al Fajr is the beginning of - فَجَّ

the day when the day explodes. Surah al Fajr is all about explosion. It is all about the different 

things until the end of the Surah. Allah (هلالج لج) talks about the cities, then the human beings, and then 

mentions what it is that we have to do, all changes, explosions and then the biggest explosion, the 

day of Judgement. When we do what Allah (هلالج لج) wants, do our best so we get the peaceful soul ( النَّْفُس

 The time of fajr is peaceful. Look at the butterfly, it goes through so much to finally .(اْلُمْطَمئِنَّةُ 

emerge as beautiful.  

5 Oaths in Surah Al Fajr 
There are 5 oaths in Surah Al Fajr. 

حۡ ٱهلِلۡٱِمۡبِسۡ  ۡـ لرَّ ِحيمِۡٱِنَۡم لرَّ  

 ;By the dawn -  َواْلفَجْ  .1



2. َولَيَاٍل َعْشرٍ    - By the ten nights (i.e. the first ten days of the month of Dhul-Hijjah), 

َوتْرِ َوالشَّْفعِ َوالْ  .3   - And by the even and the odd (of all the creations of Allah (هلالج لج)). 

 .And by the night when it departs -  َواللَّْيِل إِذَا يَْسرِ  .4

ِلَك قََسٌم ل ِِذي ِحْجر .5  There is indeed in them (the above oaths) sufficient proofs for men of - َهْل فِي ذََٰ
understanding (and that, they should avoid all kinds of sins and disbeliefs, etc.)! 

 



 المقسمَبه

Oath 1 ََْواْلفَج 
This is the end of the night and beginning of the day. When the day explodes in the night. The dawn 
is to bring out your energy, bring out the best. The Prophet Saw said the baraqah in the day is the 
beginning of the day. That is why breakfast is called futoor – initiation. So, Al Fajr is like a new 
initiative. 
There are two types of Fajr- Dawn 

  .False dawn – الفجر الکاذب 

 True dawn – الفجر الص ادق 
What is the sign of Dawn? A bright line in the middle of the sky.  

False Dawn 
When there are two lines of Fajr. One of them is false, in the middle of the night, the appearance of 
some light in the east in the middle of the night before dawn. It does not spread like the real dawn, 
but disappears. 
 

True Dawn 
The true break of daylight, a white line which increases gradually. It is real light and after which 
there is no darkness, no night after it. It will increase in brightness with time. 
For the peaceful nafs there is no darkness after light. 

Allah (هلالج لج) swears by الفجر الص ادق 
Allah (هلالج لج) swears by the Fajr because it is the beginning of the day and end of the night, and a 
transition from darkness to light gradually. Allah (هلالج لج) is the only one who can bring Fajr. At the time 

of Fajr, there are أحكام starting with Fajr. 
We start Siyaam, start of the ibaadah, start of Salatul Fajr -the best salaat etc. The angels witness 
at Fajr 
Abu Hurayrah (may Allah (هلالج لج) be pleased with him) narrated that Allah (هلالج لج)’s Messenger (may Allah’s 
peace and blessings be upon him) said, 
” Angels come to you in succession by night and day and all of them get together at the time of Fajr 
and Asr prayers. Those who have passed the night with you ascend and Allah asks them, though he 
knows everything about you, “ In what state did you leave my slaves?” The angels reply: When we 
left them, they were praying and when we reached them they were praying.” 
[ Bukhari 555]. 
 
The time of Fajr is a good time. If you really focus on Salat Fajr Allah (هلالج لج) will give you a big light on 
the Siraat. Those who Every day is a new start.  
 

Oath 2 ٍََولَيَاٍلََعْشر  
Allah (هلالج لج) swears by the days, the best of the days. In the Quran, Allah (هلالج لج) swears by the best 10 
nights -the last ten nights of Ramadan. These are the best nights because it has Lailatul Qadr in it, 
which is a night better than 1000 nights (83 years of worship). In surah Al Fajr, Allah (هلالج لج) swears by 
the best 10 nights. These are the first ten days of Dhul Hijjah. Both the best ten nights and days end 
in Eid. It is generally understood to be the first ten nights of Dhul Hijjah; nights which are a witness 
to the largest and most devoted gathering of Muslims in the world.  
The deeds done in the best 10 days are more beloved to Allah (هلالج لج) than the deeds in the best 10 
nights. 
These days also have the Hajj, the day of Arafat. What can be achieved in these 10 days is truly 
amazing, if we take the opportunity. 



Oath 3 ََِِوالشَّْفع & Oath 4 ََْوتْرَوال  
Allah (هلالج لج) swears by  َْوتْرَوالشَّْفعِ َوال  together.  
Fajr is the time in the day. ٍََولَيَاٍلََعْشر are 10 days in the year. These oaths are all out to bring out the 

best,  ُاْلُمْطَمئِنَّة from you, the best timing and the best ibadaat. 
َوتْرالَْ ,is Even  َوالشَّْفعَِِ  Is odd. 

 The scholars say that all the creation are pairs -males and females. 

 Who is ََْوتْرال  ََ?ََ Allah (هلالج لج) and He (هلالج لج) loves odd. The Creator is Al Witr. 

 Allah (هلالج لج) swears by the creation and by the Creator (Himself). 
 The worship -fasting in Ramadhan, Salat Dhuhr, Asr, Maghrib, Isha, tawaf, Safaa Marwaa, 

Jamarat, Zakaat.  
 There are so many ibaadat and they are either even or odd.  

 
For example, Salat Fajr, Dhuhr, asr, Isha, Salaat ul Qiyaam are all even. The sunnah except for Witr 
are all even. 
The two nafl after Tawaaf is also even. The days of Mina and Muzdalifah (8 & 10) are even. Youm 
Nahr (10 of Dhul Hijjah) is even.Safaa & Marwaa are two mountains. 
Witr Sunnah, Salaat Maghrib, Tawaaf, Saee, Al Jamarat (3 Jamaraat & we throw 7 stones) and Arafat 
is one the 9th of Dhul Hijjah, Lailatul Qadr etc are all odd. 
All of them are even or odd.  
Allah swears by Al ibaadat itself. 
 

Oath 5 ََِواللَّْيِلَإِذَاَيَْسر   
Allah (هلالج لج) swears by the night (َِاللَّْيل)when it is moving, flowing gently and smoothly. The َِاللَّْيل starts 
from Maghrib to Fajr moving gently. It is always moving. We may stop, sleep but the night never 
stops. Everything is quiet. You can notice the movements. There is an ibaadat you can do during the 
night – Qiyaam ul leil. This is the best prayer after the obligatory prayers. It is the best time because 
everything is quiet and you are moving, talking, worshipping Allah (هلالج لج). It is also for resting. This is a 
blessing from Allah (هلالج لج). Even praying in the night makes you rested. 
 
Allah (هلالج لج) swears by all these 5 oaths -the timings and the actions. 
It is the place and time to worship Allah (هلالج لج), submitting to Allah (هلالج لج). This shows that the peaceful 

nafs  ( ُالنَّْفُس اْلُمْطَمئِنَّة) uses the best things (timings and actions). Different from Surah Ash Shams 
(perfect nafs). This oath is for a peaceful nafs. 
 

 

  Subject of the Oath -  جوابَالقسم

 

The subject of the oath جوابَالقسم is the oath itself (المقسم به): like the oath in Surah Qiyama. 
Allah (هلالج لج) swears by the fajr for the Fajr. Allah (هلالج لج) swears by the 10 days for the 10 days. This is the 
place of your submission.  
It shows your submission to the timings which Allah (هلالج لج) chose. 
It is like a circle, starts with fajr and ends with the night when it is moving. This Surah is to do with 
timing. How to use the best timing to achieve what we want -peaceful nafs 
 

 

Ayat 5 
ِلَك قََسٌم ل ِِذي ِحْجر  There is indeed in them (the above oaths) sufficient proofs for men of - َهْل فِي ذََٰ

understanding (and that, they should avoid all kinds of sins and disbeliefs, etc.)! 

OATH for whom? 
This is an oath for whom?  The men of understanding Hijr (ِحْجر ) from hajr (a stone which will stop 

the flow), that is, a mind which will stop him from behaving like Aad & Thamud. They used the 



time and day for themselves for exaggerating. Hijr (ِحْجر  )is something which stops a person from 

overstepping his boundary. The three powerful nations Aad, Thamud & Firaun had no ِحْجر , they 

were arrogant and exaggerated. They did not believe in Allah (هلالج لج) and disobeyed and had a painful 

punishment. 

Start the day with fajr with a peaceful nafs  ( ُالنَّْفُس اْلُمْطَمئِنَّة). Follow the legislation. What will make 

the nafs peaceful – the thought of the day of Judgement, the picturing of the day, the earth will 

shake, the hellfire will be brought in front of everyone, the punishment etc. 

The Peaceful Nafs 
 The peaceful nafs will: 

 be balanced, at rest with Allah’s decree and submit to it. If it is good he is thankful, if 

nothing good happens he will be patient.  

 He follows the commands.  

 They do not think of themselves only – They think of the orphans and don’t love wealth 

The peaceful nafs will bring out the best of themselves in the decree and in the legislation.  


