
OATHS IN THE QURAN 4 
Source: Ibn Al Qayyim (التبيان في أقسام القرآن) 

Oaths - Surah Al Balad 
The Surah is about hardship (  َكبَد)and struggle. The reward of the believers is not mentioned. 

However, it mentions the fire in the last ayat (20) which is what will happen in the hereafter, if 

there is no struggle. 

ْؤَصدَةٌ َعلَْيِهْم نَاٌر  مُّ                   Over them will be fire closed in 

It is all about movement, difficulties, hardship, struggle with money. The words all show hardship 

 and the need to jump into things to save oneself even if not ready. Hence, the believers enjoin  .َكبَد  

each other in ayat 17 to have patience and compassion (ْبِر َوتََواَصْوا  .(بِالصَّ

Surah Balad is about hardship. It depicts that we have to struggle in this life to avoid the 

punishment of hellfire.                                                                                                               

For example, if you are reading Quran and you are tired, the extra ayat you read (which is too 

much -that extra mile), that sadaqa which is hard for you to give is the patience and the 

compassion. 

3 Oaths in Surah Al Balad 
In The Name of Allah, The Beneficent, The Merciful                                            ِِحيم ْحمِن الرَّ  بِْسِم هللِا الرَّ
1.  Nay! I swear by this city (Mecca)                                                                            ََِل أُْقِسُم بَِهذَا اْلبَلَد                                  
2.  And you are an inhabitant of this city,                                                                َِوأَنَت ِحلٌّ بَِهذَا اْلبَلَد 
3.  And by the father and that which was born of him,                                                   ََوَواِلد  َوَما َولَد 
4.  Certainly We have created man to be in distress.                                           نَساَن فِي َكبَد  لَقَْد َخلَْقنَا اْْلِ
5.  Does he think that no one has power over him?                                         َُب أَن لَّن يَْقِدَر َعلَْيِه أََحدٌ أَيَْحس  

6.  He says: I have squandered wealth abundant!                                                   يَقُوُل أَْهلَْكُت َماَلا لُّبَداا 
7.  Does he think that no one, sees him?                                                                ٌأَيَْحَسُب أَن لَّْم يََرهُ أََحد 
8.  Have We not made for him two eyes?                                                                      ِأَلَْم نَْجعَل لَّهُ َعْينَْين  
9.  And a tongue and two lips?                                                                                         َِوِلَساناا َوَشفَتَْين  
10. And have shown him the two ways?                                                                           َِوَهدَْيَناهُ النَّْجدَْين 
11. But he has not broken through the difficult pass.                                                      َفَََل اْقتََحَم اْلعَقَبَة  
12. And what can make you know what is [breaking through] the difficult pass?          َُوَما أَْدَراَك َما اْلعَقَبَة 
13. It is the freeing of a slave                                                                                                 فَكُّ َرقَبَة  
14. Or feeding on a day of severe hunger                                                            أَْو إِْطعَاٌم فِي يَْوم  ِذي َمْسغَبَة  
15. An orphan of near relationship                                                                                    ا ذَا َمْقَربَة   يَتِيما
16. Or a needy person in misery                                                                                   أَْو ِمْسِكيناا ذَا َمتَْربَة  
17. And then being among those who believed and advised one another to patience and advised 
one another to compassion.                                            ِْبِر َوتََواَصْوا بِاْلَمْرَحَمةِ ثُمَّ َكاَن ِمَن الَّذ يَن آَمنُوا َوتََواَصْوا بِالصَّ   
18.Those are the companions of the right.                                                             ِئَِك أَْصَحاُب اْلَمْيَمنَة   أُولََٰ
19. But they who disbelieved in Our signs - those are the companions of the left.                                                                                                                      
  َوالَِّذيَن َكفَُروا بِآيَاتِنَا ُهْم أَْصَحاُب اْلَمْشأََمةِ                                                                                                         
20. Over them will be fire closed in.                                                                         ٌْؤَصدَة   َعلَْيِهْم نَاٌر مُّ

The Oaths - المقسم به 
There are 3 oaths in Surah Al Balad. 

1. The city  

2. The father, Adam AS AS 

3. The offspring of Adam AS 

 

Oath 1  ِذاا اْلبالاد       َلا أُْقِسُم بِها
 

The  َلا at the beginning of the ayat. There are different forms of lam. When there’s a (َل) at the 
beginning, it’s not for negation, nor is it an additional lam. 



 The ‘lam’ mentioned here for attention to take heed of it (اْلهتمام بها).  

 Hada  هاذا is something near,  قريباسم اشاره  ism ishara kareeb -near pointing noun.  
 Allah (هلالج لج) is pointing at  ِاْلبالاد  The city –  The Al is to signify something defined, which is known. 
 Al Balad has been mentioned several times in the Quran: 

▪ Surah Baqarah 126 -Dua by Prophet Ebrahim AS made in difficulty to make the 
difficult Balad a place of prosperity 

▪ Surah Nahl 112 -Allah (هلالج لج) made the city taste extreme hunger and fear because of 

denying the Prophet (ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص). 
▪ Surah Saba 15 – Blessed land 
▪ Surah Tin 3 - This City of Peace 

In most surahs it is mentioned as a difficult place where there is hardship or difficulty, except for 
surah Saba and Surah Tin. 
 

Allah (هلالج لج) swears by the city.  
ذاا   .by this. Something close / near     بِها
 the city. Which city? Makkah     اْلبالادِ 
Makkah is the most honourable beloved place on Earth because of the honour of Makkah. It is the 
most beloved place of Allah (هلالج لج).  Allah (هلالج لج) is the Creator, the King and The Owner, He choose this 
city to be the place of His House -Kabaah.  
Allah (هلالج لج)  choose Makkah to be the place to reveal the Qur’an. Allah (هلالج لج) honoured Makkah. Allah 
swore by Makkah so that we magnify and honour it. Makkah is a sacred place.  
 

When did Allah (هلالج لج) swear by the city of Makkah, in which condition? 
Allah magnified Makkah to be honoured only when The Nabi (ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص) ( ََوأَنت) was  ٌِّحل hilu resident there.  
What makes a place important? The people. Hence Allah (هلالج لج) swore by Makkah, which was already an 
honoured and blessed place from the time of the Prophet Ebrahim AS and Prophet Ismail AS.  

In this surah Allah (هلالج لج) swears by Makkah when the son of Prophet Ismail AS, Nabi (ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص) was resident 

there. The Nabi(ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص) being in Makkah adds more value. 

 :Has two meanings ِحلٌّ  
1)-hil resident 
2)Halal -local 
 

Allah (هلالج لج)  swears by the city of Makkah when: 

 the Prophet Muhammad (ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص) was living in Makkah. A city or house is just place. It is blessed 
because of the people living there. 

  Makkah when the city was opened. After 13 years from receiving the message Prophet 

Muhammad (ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص) migrated to Medina. After 7 years in Medina Prophet Muhammad (ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص) 
returned to Makkah and opened the city of Makkah i.e. made all the people believers. 

Prophet Muhammad (ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص) opened the city of Makkah. Allah (هلالج لج) made Makkah halal for 

Prophet Muhammad (ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص) to open the city of Makkah. Prophet Muhammad (ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص) cannot do 
anything, say anything or pass judgment without Allah (هلالج لج). 

This adds even more value. It was a big day. So many people came to Islam. Allah (هلالج لج) magnified the 
day -yaum fatah – the success and a big opening after struggle. The more struggle the more the 
success.  



 

Oath 2  اِلٍد وا  وا
 

First Allah (هلالج لج) swears by the city – the origin of Islam, Then he swears by the origin of all human 
beings. 
The origin of all human beings is Adam AS, our father. We all come from one father and one mother. 
Allah (هلالج لج) created Adam AS from clay. Allah (هلالج لج) commanded Angel Jibril AS to go onto the Earth and 
to gather different sands of different colours and textures, rocks, diamond, silver. No two people are 
the same, different finger prints, eyes etc. Allah (هلالج لج) swears by Adam AS’s offspring and by all of us. 
Wa la da = to give birth, to beget. - the father - the son / daughter. 

الدد وما وول ’ :by the begetter and what he begets’,  
 Both words come from the root word (ولد) which means to give birth.  
 Giving birth and raising a child is hardship and a struggle from the beginning to the end. 

Allah (هلالج لج) says in the Quran that your mother bears you hardship upon hardship. 
 .are both undefined so it refers to all fathers and those begotten ولد and والد 

The Prophet (ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص) is the son and his forefathers are Ismael (as), Ibrahim(as) and Adam (as).  
Everyone except Prophet Eisa AS came from a father. This is a sign from Allah (هلالج لج). 
 

 

  

Oath 3  لادا ا وا ما      وا
Father – One of Allah (هلالج لج) ’s signs is parents with their children. You find that each parent will be so 
different and the child will be a mixture of both. Allah (هلالج لج) created different types of people.  
It also refers to Adam (as) and his offspring, so Allah (هلالج لج) swears by all of us, subhan Allah. 
 

 

Firstly 2 oaths – 

 by the place and 

 by our origin 

 Then we have the subject of the oaths 

 

 

 

 



  Subject of the Oath -  جواب القسم
 

The subject of the oath is affirmed with so many affirmations.  

4.  Certainly We have created man to be in distress.                                           نَساَن فِي َكبَد  لَقَْد َخلَْقنَا اْْلِ
The  ْلَقَد means its extra confirmed. The subject of the oath confirms that man has been created in 

hardship and toil (  َكبَد). 
 
Birth is hardship, and the subject of the oath confirms the human is created in hardship and not 
created to relax here but we’ll relax in paradise. We are not created for a lazy life. 
here. We have examples from the Quran: 

 Prophet Suleiman (AS) has a kingdom and so many facilities yet he is working and attentive 
and recognizes that the bird is missing.  

 Dhul Qurnain from Surah Al Kahf is a leader and he took the means himself.  

Why is there depression? 
When a person has nothing to do. All the facilities are present so they just think and worry so they 
get depressed. When we go through hardship in our life, we say we don’t want our children to go 
through the same thing, but then they think this life is easy. Even babies who have no sins are 
struggling, at the time of birth, when a tooth comes out, it’s all difficulty. When you do everything 
for the sake of Allah (هلالج لج), work hard then Allah (هلالج لج) will release you from this كبد  
 

 To have ikhlas is difficult,  
 to be with people is difficult, family, husband, children etc. 

 To do the أحكام ahkaam is difficult, fast, pray etc. 

 what can make it easy?  
When you struggle against yourself to do it for the sake of Allah (هلالج لج). When you go outside your 
comfort zone then that’s when you’ll benefit the most, when you’ll find more openings. Allah (هلالج لج) 

takes us out of the comfort zone many times but we resist. We have to understand that life is   َكبَد. 
Don’t be afraid and stingy to sacrifice for Allah (هلالج لج). Remember this life is hardship so just go 
Forward and do for the sake of Allah (هلالج لج). 
Allah (هلالج لج) has given us wealth but we just waste it by spending it. He gives us eyes, lip, tongue etc. 
but what are we doing with this? We need to think and use all these in hardship. 
 

Who will pass? 
Those Believers who have both faith and self-restraint and enjoin patience along with doing good 
deeds such as freeing slaves and feeding orphans etc. 
 
In other words, these persons are those who have shown strong sincerity in three dimensions of 
Belief, morals, and action and can be successful in climbing that uphill road. 
 

Those who don’t pass? 
They are those who do not possess good deeds and their records contain nothing but sin and 

corruption and their end will be the burning fire with all doors closed. 
 
 

  


