
 

We always need to seek forgiveness (اســـــــتغفار). We have the dua of the Prophets for istigfar. 
In the Qur’an, istigfar is mentioned in three ways: 
1.   .as a command, meaning straight away we need to ask for forgiveness :فاستغفروا
2.   .meaning to accompany istigfar :واستغفورا
3.   .this is a command to seek forgiveness :استغفروا

We will first trace the ayat mentioning فاستغفروا: 
The word فـــــاســـــتغفروا implies that there is some action and straight away you need to follow 
it with istigfar. In Surah Ale Imran, Allah (هلالج لج) tells us about forgiveness in three ways in 
one passage: 

  

And march forth in the way (which leads to) forgiveness from your Lord, and for Paradise as wide 
as are the heavens and the earth, prepared for Al-Muttaqun 

For duniya matters, Allah (هلالج لج) tells us to walk. 

  
so walk in the path thereof (Surah Al Mulk 67:15) 

But for matters of akhirah, Allah (هلالج لج) is commanding us to hasten and run- وســــــــــــــــــارعــــــــــــــــــوا. 
Hasten towards what? Towards forgiveness and towards Paradise. Meaning don’t delay it, 
take it lightly or slow down. You need to run to the opportunities of forgiveness and to 
the deeds that expiates the sins- like prayer, wudhu, etc. Forgiveness is from - ربــــــــــــــــــكـم- Your 
Nurturer and Your Reformer. You need to take the means that will take you to Paradise. 
Forgiveness will protect you from Hell-fire and take you to Paradise. This Paradise which 
is the width of the heaven and earth is prepared for the one who is muttaqeen. 

Allah (هلالج لج) prescribed fasting for us in order we get the taqwa- this is the goal. They do 
what Allah (هلالج لج) wants you to do- remember Allah much and then to leave the haraam.  
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مواطن اإلستغفار ف القرآن



Taqwa is action (فــــــــــــــــــعــل) and leaving (تــــــــــــــــــرك). That is how you need to be cautious. You do 
something for Allah (هلالج لج) and you leave something for Allah (هلالج لج). He is not going by his 
desires- he is living for Allah (هلالج لج) and not following desires. Love of Allah (هلالج لج), hoping 
from Him and fearing Him are what makes him act or leave anything.  

What are the characteristics of these muttaqeen?  

  

Those who spend [in Allah's Cause - deeds of charity, alms, etc.] in prosperity and in adversity, 
who repress anger, and who pardon men; verily, Allah loves Al-Muhsinun 

1. Those who spend in ease and in difficulty: Ayah 130-132 mention about those who 
take interest. But here Allah (هلالج لج) mentions that these muttaqeen spend in the way of 
Allah (هلالج لج)- this shows the truthfulness of a person. Spending purifies. you. They 
spend in ease and in difficulty. If they have money, then they increase in spending. But 
if they don’t have, then they will spend but little. They are always spending. Spending 
can be anything that comes form you- money, time, power, energy. They don't 
underestimate any spending. The word يــــــــــــــــــنــــفــــقــــون  is present tense implying they are 
constantly spending. 

2. Those who suppress their anger: the word غــــــــــــــــــيــظ means their heart is filled with rage, 
they are exploding to take revenge but they are not following their desire and they 
suppress themselves. They don't want to react with their anger. This is about 
relationships with people.  

3. They pardon people: this is a better level that the previous. They pardon and overlook 
those who do and to them. They don't want anything bad to happen to them to take 
revenge. They have mercy on the people and hate to have any evil for them. This is 
also mentioned in noun form implying this is a constant character.  

  
but whoever forgives and makes reconciliation, his reward is due from Allah.  

(Surat Ash-Shūraá 42;40 

This surah is about firmness and these ayat specifically mention about spending the 
pardoning people.  
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4. Allah (هلالج لج) loves the Muhsineen: this is a higher level than suppressing anger and 
pardoning. These are all options in how they deal with people. They are doing ihsaan to 
them- going out from their way. We wrong ourselves yet Allah (هلالج لج) does so much ihsaan 
to us. Ihsaan is high level- when they do it, they do it perfectly and with excellence.  

All of these characteristics are regarding how they deal with people. When you are alone, 
then your true character will not appear. Our faults appear to the surface when we deal 
with others. Even if we pray qiyam, read Qur’an- yet our true level shows when we deal 
with people. Especially when they are bad to you, insult you and put you down, 
neglecting you- then the muttaqeen have this high level of dealing with them.  

مَ  ـُھ َقـْد َبـَلَغُھ أَنَّ َرُسـوَل هللاَِّ صـلى هللا عـلیھ وسـلم َقـاَل  " ُبـِعْثُت ألَُتـمِّ َثـِني َعـْن َمـالِـٍك، أَنَّ َوَحـدَّ
ُحْسَن األَْخالَِق " . 

Yahya related to me from Malik that he had heard that the Messenger of Allah, may Allah bless 
him and grant him peace, said, "I was sent to perfect good character.” (Muwatta Malik Book 47, 

Hadith 8) 

  

And those who, when they have committed Fahishah (illegal sexual intercourse etc.) or wronged 
themselves with evil, remember Allah and ask forgiveness for their sins; - and none can forgive 

sins but Allah - And do not persist in what (wrong) they have done, while they know. 

3. Those who when they commit fahishah or wrong themselves, remember Allah (هلالج لج) and 
seek forgiveness for their sin: they make mistakes and this shows they feel guilt when 
they do wrong. They straight away seek forgiveness- فــــــــــــــــــاســــــــــــــــــتـــغـــفـــروا. Even if a person is a 
muttaqeen, they do sins- small or big. But what to they do? They remember Allah (هلالج لج) 
and they remember the greatness of Allah (هلالج لج), the commands of Allah (هلالج لج), the promises 
of Allah (هلالج لج), they remember Him with all His Names and Attributes. When they 
remember Allah (هلالج لج) then they seek forgiveness. But they don't drown in that guilt. They 
seek forgiveness and then they move on. The more you know about Allah (هلالج لج), the more 
you will ask for forgiveness.  

  
So know that La ilaha ill-Allah, and ask forgiveness for your sin, (Surah Muhammed 47:19) 
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Then Allah (هلالج لج) mentions “Who will forgive the sins except Allah (هلالج لج)?” They also do not 
persist on the sins. They don't have an ego- they quickly remember Allah (هلالج لج) and seek 
forgiveness.  

   

For such, the reward is Forgiveness from their Lord, and Gardens with rivers flowing underneath 
(Paradise), wherein they shall abide forever. How excellent is this reward for the doers (who do 

righteous deeds according to Allah's Orders). 

After mentioning about their description, Allah (هلالج لج) tells us that their reward is 
forgiveness from Allah (هلالج لج), and paradise with rivers flowing underneath. This excellent 
reward is for those who work hard.  
 

2ns Shawwal 1438 �4 26th June 2017


