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Surah An Naml is divided into parts. Ayaat 1-6 are about the Quran, ayaat 7-14 is about Musa                  
AS and the next Ayaat 15-19 are about Sulaiman AS and partly about Dawud AS. The story of                  
Sulaiman AS consists of many parts as well - between ayaat 15-34. Ayaat 20-28 is about the                 
hudhud. 
 
In ayaat 20 and 21, Sulaiman AS is looking for the hudhud while inspecting his bird army. 
Ayaat 22-27 is the speech of the hudhud to Sulaiman AS and again this is a beautiful speech,                  
maybe better than many humans are capable of. 
 
Ayah 20 

ِِٕبیَن ۡيَر َفَقاَل َما ِلَى َآل َأَرى ٱۡلُهۡدُهَد َأۡم َڪاَن ِمَن ٱۡلَغآ   َوَتَفقََّد ٱلطَّ
And he took attendance of the birds and said, "Why do I not see the hoopoe - or is he among the 
absent? 

Sulaiman AS would frequently inspect his armies, the jinn, the men and the birds. This shows 
he was firm and never neglected his responsibilities. When he got to the birds, he saw that one 
was missing. He knew each one and where and how they were. 

ۡيَر   And he inspected the birds َوَتَفقََّد ٱلطَّ

ٱۡلُهۡدُهَد َأَرى َآل ِلَى َما َفَقاَل And he said why cannot I see the hoopoe الهدهد) ). Here it is pointing                     

to one particular hudhud, as opposed to the ant ,(نملة) which could have been any one of the                  
ants. He is aware of every one of his army, of his kingdom. He didn’t jump to any conclusions,                   
but phrased it as a question - that he might be present but just not visible to Sulaiman AS.                   
Again, this is a sign of his humility - do not judge or accuse without evidence. 

ِِٕبیَن ٱۡلَغآ ِمَن َڪاَن َأۡم Or is he from the absent? Implying without my permission or my                
command. This was the authority granted to him by Allah SWT. 
 
When you look at the tafsir, Ibn Abbas said, despite it’s small size, it has many advantages.: 

1. The hoopoe is an engineer 
2. The hoopoe was the command of the army in the air - for navigation 

 
 
 
 



Ayah 21 

ِبیٍن۬ َبنَُّهۥ  َعَذاًب۬ا َشِدیًدا َأۡو َألَْاۡذَبَحنَُّه ۥۤ َأۡو َلَیۡأِتَینِّى ِبُسۡلطَـٍٰن۬ مُّ  َألَُعذِّ
I will surely punish him with a severe punishment or slaughter him unless he brings me clear 

authorization 

Sulaiman AS is now listing the options, and again these from Allah’s authority given to him.  

َشِدیًدا َعَذاًب۬ا َبنَُّهۥ َألَُعذِّ I will surely punish him with a severe punishment - all the feathers would                  
be plucked and he would be thrown away, insects would bit him. The feathers are protection for                 
the birds so this is a severe punishment indeed. 
َألَْاۡذَبَحنَُّه َأۡو Or I will slaughter him. To be in the army of Sulaiman AS is a big honor so the                     
punishment for disobedience is severe as well. He is always watching, and inspecting his army.               
The verb (قتل) to kill is not used which could be used to humans, or jinn even, but                    (ذبح)
slaughter is just like any other animal. 

ِبیٍن۬ مُّ ِبُسۡلطَـٍٰن۬ َلَیۡأِتَینِّى َأۡو Or he should bring clear proof, or excuse. When you’re working under                
authority, you should be responsible and follow the system. This is for the inculcation of               
discipline, as a deterrent for the rest of the army as well.  
 
Ayah 22 

  َفَمَكَث َغۡيَر َبِعیدٍ۬ َفَقاَل َأَحطُت ِبَما َلۡم ُتِحۡط ِبهِۦ َوِجۡئُتَك ِمن َسَبإِۭ ِبَنَبإٍ۬ َیِقیٍن
But the hoopoe stayed not long and said, "I have encompassed [in knowledge] that which you 

have not encompassed, and I have come to you from Sheba with certain news 

 .He stayed away but not for too long - he didn’t take advantage of the situation َفَمَكَث َغۡيَر َبِعیدٍ۬
He knew his responsibilities and would not go against them. He did go far but didn’t stay too 
long also because he knew Sulaiman’s AS firm and strength.  

ِبِه ُتِحۡط َلۡم ِبَما َأَحطُت َفَقاَل And he said I have encompassed something that you didn’t encompass                 
- I know something that you don’t, despite your army - this doesn’t indicate pride but just the                  
importance of the event itself - that there was a sun-worshipping civilization that still existed. He                
spoke immediately and presented his excuse because he knew what was at stake. When rulers               
are spoken to, it is usually in the plural to show respect. In this case there was no introduction,                   
or flattery just firmness. And Sulaiman AS in fairness gave his time and turn to speak and                 
present his case. This also shows us that human beings are amongst the weakest of Allah’s                
creation and we are honored anyway by Allah SWT. 

 .And I come to you from Saba with news that is certain َوِجۡئُتَك ِمن َسَبإِۭ ِبَنَبإٍ۬ َیِقیٍن
. 
 


