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Allah swt blessed Sulaiman AS with many unique blessings but he never took any credit and                
was always willing to share his blessings with his people. Organization was also highlighted,              
about how it is important to increase productivity and efficiency. Tafseer of the Quran is to go                 
through it word by word, but tadabbur is when we apply it to our lives. 
 
Ayah 18 

 َحتَّٰىٓ ِإَذآ َأَتۡوْا َعَلٰى َواِد ٱلنَّۡمِل َقاَلۡت َنۡمَلةٌ۬ یـََٰٓأیَُّها ٱلنَّۡمُل ٱۡدُخُلوْا َمسـَِٰكَنُڪۡم َال
  َیۡحِطَمنَُّكۡم

  ُسَلۡيمـَُٰن َوُجُنوُدُهۥ  َوُهۡم َال َیۡشُعُروَن
Until, when they came upon the valley of the ants, an ant said, "O ants, enter your dwellings that 

you not be crushed by Solomon and his soldiers while they perceive not 

َحتَّٰىٓ Until - implying that Sulaiman AS and his soldiers were on the move and something                
caused them to stop. Such a big army will not stop unless the event was something significant. 

 When they came on the valley of ants - we only see their dwelling on the ِإَذآ َأَتۡوْا َعَلٰى َواِد ٱلنَّۡمِل
outside, but on the inside, they have valleys deep inside, like this: 
 

 
 
The bulb-like structures are houses and the tunnels are their streets and ways. This structure is                
so organized and advanced. They are the best in creation in relation to this - architecture of their                  
cities. Each ant has its own house and they never have jams like we do. Their engineering is                  
impressive. With nahl (the bee), they get inspiration and they do, but the ants, they think and                 
plan and build.  



َنۡمَلةٌ۬ َقاَلۡت One female ant spoke - most are female. The courage and action of this one ant saved                   
the lives of so many - proving that no action is too small. Also shows that ants can communicate                   
too and Sulaiman AS could understand them even though they were not part of his army. The                 
ants have their own army. That one tiny ant spoke and all the other ants and Sulaiman AS                  
heard her. 

ٱلنَّۡمُل یـََٰٓأیَُّها She makes an announcement. Not just An Naml, but ya ayyuha which implies an                
alarm or siren or emergency via speech. This is a warning. Even in the Quran, Allah SWT uses                  
this to warn us to tell us to pay attention. 

َمسـَِٰكَنُڪۡم ٱۡدُخُلوْا This part starts with an amr, an order to guide them, to tell them what they                   
need to do to be saved. They have an emergency plan and are efficient in making quick                 
decisions. She tells them to enter their own homes. Her warning is heard all over the valley of                  
ants. In Suratul Nahl, the female singular is used everywhere for the group but in this Surah, it is                   
the male plural. The female singular is used mostly for inanimate objects, not aaqil but for the                 
ants, the male plural is used as if they’re thinking creature, as if each one understands. These                 
are grammar rules and goes to show that each ant has an identity.  

 
 
َوُجُنوُدُه َلۡيمـَُٰن َیۡحِطَمنَُّكۡم َال First the order is given, then the reason and it is followed with complete                  
trust. This shows the importance of time in their decision making. Now she makes the nahy, to                 



not be crushed by Sulaiman AS and his armies. (َیۡحِطَمنَُّكۡم) comes from hattama which means to                
crush or shatter, usually used for glass. The bodies of the ants are made of a silicon-like                 
element, very similar to glass, how precise is the arabic language, subhanAllah! So she tells               
them don’t get crushed. The other important thing here is that she knows and recognizes               
Sulaiman AS, she even knew his name, implying that they are not cut off from the human world.                  
Also, that Sulaiman AS was recognized for his greatness everywhere. All of the ants had the                
same information! This highlights, again, the importance of organization 
 

.  
 

َیۡشُعُروَن َال َوُهۡم And they do not see us, are not aware of us. The ants think good of Sulaiman                    
AS and his army and also give excuse to them that if the ants are crushed, that they (the                   
armies) are not aware of the ants. This teaches us to think the best of people, and not to jump to                     
conclusions. Allah SWT liked this speech enough that it was mentioned in the Quran and of                
course Allah SWT knows exactly which ant it was. 
 

And in her speech are these (13) things: 
Attention 

Command 
Forbade  

Confirmation  
Advice 

Exaggeration - (crush you all to make them move faster) 
Called  

Felt/Convinced 
Quick decision making 

Clear speech 



Warning 
Negation 

Gives excuse 

 
 
 
 
 
 


