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Said one who had knowledge from the Scripture, "I will bring it to you before your glance 
returns to you." And when [Solomon] saw it placed before him, he said, "This is from the 

favor of my Lord to test me whether I will be grateful or ungrateful. And whoever is grateful 
- his gratitude is only for [the benefit of] himself. And whoever is ungrateful - then indeed, 

my Lord is Free of need and Generous.” 

  
The one with physical power was hasty to answer and the one with knowledge spoke 
second but he was was more effective. This shows us the power of knowledge of the names 
of Allah and especially the greatest Name of Allah- if one makes dua by it, he is responded 
to and if one asks by it, he will be given. 

The one with knowledge asked by the Names of Allah and the throne of Bilqis came from 
Yemen to Shaam in less than a second- this shows the power of Allah. 

If you truly believe in Allah, He is able to move a mountain and fix it in front of your eyes.  
The throne of Bilqis was moved and fixed in front of him However, this doesn’t mean we 
ask something illogical in our dua. 

Allah deals with us with Ihsaan. He is Most Rich and Most Generous- He gives us out of His 
Generosity and He doesn’t need anything in return. He gives us more than we asked for. 
His richness exceeds all boundaries. Out of His richness, He gives us more than what we 
ask. This is the power of making dua to Allah.  

When the one with knowledge made dua to Allah the throne of Bilqis quickly came in less 
than a second. This is the test of gratitude and it is not an easy test. The test of gratitude is 
more difficult than the test of patience because when we get something, we can get 
indulged in the blessing an forget the bestower of the blessing. But Sulaiman had taqwa and 
he stopped himself. What does it mean to be grateful when the blessing comes in front of 
your eyes? 
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What do you need to say in such a situation?  

  
Sulaiman attributed the blessing to Allah and he wasn't deceived by the blessing. He praised 
Allah that He made this matter easy for him. We get busy with the blessing and forget about 
the bestower, especially for big blessings. This also shows the blessing of making a council 
and taking advice- so much goodness comes out of it, more than when you take a unilateral 
decision. Sulaiman had knowledge and wisdom, yet he asked for and took their advice.  
This incident also shows their unity- they all want the best and there is no ego between the 
chiefs- this is how to be a successful civilization. When he took their advice it hows he is 
humble. Pride and ego will destroy civilization. 

The word فــــــــــــــــــضـل means an extra, additional blessing or gift from Allah. It is only from Allah, 
my nurturer ربــــــــــــــــــي. Allah is nurturing him by bringing the throne to Him. We need to teach 
ourselves- whenever any blessing comes to you- we need to immediately say this is from 
Allah- هذا من فضل ربي.  

Sulaiman had insight. He understood that life is a test. He immediately attributed the 
blessing to Allah. His response was balanced- he was not overreacting by being indulged 
with the throne. He knew he could not trust himself. Most people fail in this test of 
gratitude.  

Allah is doing so much Ihsaan to us. He is teaching us this precious knowledge in the 
beautiful month of Ramadan, in the last ten nights, in this blessed time. 

When the ant spoke, Sulaiman made due to Allah to inspire him to be grateful. Now the 
second blessing is even more overwhelming when the throne of Bilqis came to him Though 
he was a king and they were following his orders- he did not take this incident for granted. 
For example, as a mother you may ask your children to bring you a glass of water and they 
bring it to you- don't take it for granted or think I have so much power that they listen to 
me. It is important to always attribute the blessings to Allah and understand the test when it 
comes to you. What is the test? 

   
The test was to see whether he will be grateful or ungrateful. He really understood the 
situation and was not heedless. There was no barrier on his eyes. We are facing this test 
every time we get a blessing. If our driver or servant listens to us do we praise Allah and 
attribute the blessing to Him or deny it and be ungrateful. This is not easy test when you 
are a king and your command is answered.  
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Indeed, We guided him to the way, be he grateful or be he ungrateful. (Surah Al Insaan 76:3) 

We are drowning in the blessings of Allah. It is a test- will I be grateful or I will be 
ungrateful? He knew, it was a test. The word used for ingratitude is kufr كــــــــــــــــــفـــر  which is a 
strong word. 

The Prophet صــــــــــــــــــلـى اهلل عــــــــــــــــــلـيـه وســــــــــــــــــلـم asked women to give more sadaqa because they tend to be 
ungrateful to those around them. We quickly jump to ingratitude because of one small thing 
and forget about the rest of the blessings.  

If Allah gave you authority and everything is being managed well, then remind yourself this 
is a favor from Allah. Nobody has the power and authority of Sulaiman, yet he was so 
humble so we don't have any reason to be proud of ourselves. It is not an easy test to have 
authority, ability and means- he was scared of himself- am I grateful or ungrateful? He 
understood the actions of Allah. This was something between Allah and Sulaiman and Allah 
disclosed this to us. Allah is teaching us when we have a blessing what we need to tell 
ourselves.  

Then he says about the consequence-  

  
If anybody is grateful, his gratitude will come back to himself, not to Allah. Don't think your 
gratitude will benefit Allah, it will benefit you. If you do good, you do good to yourself. I 
you do bad, you are doing bad to yourself. You are being grateful to yourself because you 
are only benefiting yourself. The benefit of the gratitude comes back to you. When you are 
grateful, Allah gives you more.  

First, Allah mentioned Dawud and Sulaiman they were given knowledge and they praised 
and thanked Allah. Then when they mentioned about more blessings- they said it was a 
favor from Allah. Then about the ant- he listed and understood and made dua to Allah to 
make him grateful for his blessings upon him. 

Whenever there is blessing don't say enough- you are always poor to the blessing of Allah. 
Don’t feel you don't need the blessing from Allah.  

There are two types of gratitude: 
1. For the general blessings- all the time you need to be grateful. 
2. Special gratitude for new blessings that comes to you. 
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You need to be grateful all the time for your life, for islam, for your parents, husband 
children, your house, car- for everything you have.  

Then when special blessing comes- don’t take it for granted. You need to feel overwhelmed 
with the special blessings of Allah Allah is teaching us and revealed so many ayat for us this 
month. What a big blessing! 

  

If anyone is ungrateful; meaning he is complaining, unhappy, then Allah is the Most Rich 
and the Most Generous- He is still giving. Sulaiman is teaching us step by step how to be 
grateful. He made dua and then Allah brought this big community to him. He was grateful 
for the small ants and Allah brought them to him and they al became Muslims.  

Knowledge is more powerful than the Jinn. You don’t need to go to the fortune teller or 
those who do magic. Knowledge has a strong power and it shows the perfect ability of 
Allah.  

Allah always gives more than what you give. It is a favor of Allah upon Sulaiman when 
Allah subjected the jinn and the people of knowledge to him. They are teaching us how to 
be an advanced civilization- be grateful, talk about your blessings, remember Allah, take 
advice, include everybody, don’t be proud.  
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