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Allah (هلالج لج) teaches us about different civilizations in this surah and the backbone of a 
successful civilization is knowledge. The example of a failure civilization is that of Firawn.  
They didn't have the knowledge to take them to paradise. Then it is mentioned about the 
successful civilization of Dawud and Sulaiman (عــــــلــــــيــــــهــــــم الــــــســــــــــــــــــالم). Then about the ancient 
civilization of the ants. Followed by the advanced civilization of Saba. Though she is 
advanced, but Allah (هلالج لج) gave Sulaiman (عــــــــــــــــــلــيــه الــســــــــــــــــــالم) even more. Allah (هلالج لج) tells us in the 
Qur’an in several places that men have a higher degree than women. Men and women are 
not the same. We need to accept this. Why did she worship the sun? Because of her 
environment. If a person is busy doing falsehood, then he will not see the truth. Her first 
test was for her intelligence. Next she faces the second test.  
 

  
She was told, "Enter the palace." But when she saw it, she thought it was a body of water 
and uncovered her shins [to wade through]. He said, "Indeed, it is a palace [whose floor is] 
made smooth with glass." She said, "My Lord, indeed I have wronged myself, and I submit 

with Solomon to Allah , Lord of the worlds.” 

  
She is commanded to enter a palace- she didn’t enter quickly or refuse. When you are 
commanded, don’t be hasty, nor refuse- you need to look. She looked- its shows she is 
cautious. They told her this is a palace but her eyes saw water. Sometimes our eyes see 
something contrary than the command, but we need to believe in the unseen. Perhaps you 
hate a thing and its good for you and you love a thing and its bad for you- Allah (هلالج لج) knows 
and you don’t know. Don’t trust your eyes- believe in Allah (هلالج لج). The word لــــــــــــــــــجـــة  refers to 
water with sounds and movements of water. The word حســـــــــــــــــبته shows she is not sure about it- 
it ‘seemed’ like water.  

  
Now she is between two matters-  
• The the honor of entering the palace. 
• Her eyes saw it as water so she may get wet or drown.  
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Either she will refuse because she trusts her eyes more than the command. Or she sees it as 
water yet she will just go. What did she do? She wanted the honor of entering the palace, 
yet she was cautious. So she uncovered her shin and entered the palace. It shows her 
intellect and manners. She didn’t refuse that command because it is an honor. She didn’t 
deny what she saw because she lifted her clothes before entering which resulted in her shin 
being shown. Others would either refuse or just blind follow. They honored her so she 
followed the command but at the same time she was cautious.  

It also shows the Queen used to wear long clothes which showed honor. They are modest 
even though she was a disbeliever. She didn’t refuse to enter the palace. She knew she was 
invited with honor. She knew that the palace of Sulaiman (عــــــليه الســــــالم) was built with wisdom. 
She didn’t have any doubts or evil thoughts about Sulaiman (عــــــليه الســــــالم). She didn’t have any 
doubts that he will betray her.  

The palace and the command for entering the palace was a test for Bilqis.  
• Either she will be a coward and she will not enter. Then she will not get the honor of 

entering the palace.  
• Or she will be foolish, blind follow and enter ignoring her eyes.  
• Or she will be brave and enter while lifting her clothes and being cautious. This is 

taqwa- very cautious of your actions.  

Either a person will be coward and not face it, or blind follow- but taqwa is to really be 
cautious of your actions. You need to go forward so you cannot stop. But you need to be 
cautious- think before every step, every word. Sulaiman (عــــــــــــــــــلـيـه الـســــــــــــــــــالم) was amazed with her 
intelligence and courage to go forward. Any command of Allah (هلالج لج)- to fast, pray, be 
patient, pardon people- will give you honor. Go ahead and push yourself while doing taqwa. 
Don’t be coward, nor jump in- be cautious. Before saying and doing, weigh your words and 
actions, then move forward and act. We need to learn from these women to be brave, move 
forward and be balanced. Most women overreact- but the reactions of Bilqis shows she is 
balanced. Throughout all the situations she was balanced- with her chiefs, when the throne 
was presented to her and also in this situation when she saw water when commanded to 
enter the palace.  

When she went, what did Sulaiman (عــــــــــــليه الســــــــــــالم) tell her? You don’t need to lift your clothes. 
She is a women and she is modest so Sulaiman (عــــــليه الســــــالم) quickly told her she doesn’t need 
to do it. Other men would probably have taken advantage of the situation. Here Sulaiman 
 ?quickly clarified to her- you don’t need to lift your clothes. Why (عليه السالم)

   
Indeed the floor of the palace is made of glass. The way he clarified to her was so proper. 
He also didn't tell her don't lift your clothes because it can be embarrassing. He implied it 
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without mentioning it. Good choice of words. The word مــــــــــــــــــمـرد shows something transparent, 
crystal clean and smooth. It was so clean that she didn't even notice the water. This was so 
amazing, nobody else had this at that time. This was so advanced, the jinn used make this. 
What is in Paradise is more than this- rivers flowing under the people. May Allah (هلالج لج) grant 
us Paradise. Ameen. Despite this kingdom, Sulaiman (عـــليه الســـالم) was so humble to Allah (هلالج لج). 
Whenever he was busy with his kingdom, he would return to Allah (هلالج لج). Allah (هلالج لج) tells us in 
Surah Maryam about Sulaiman (عليه السالم)-  

  
And to David We gave Solomon. An excellent servant, indeed he was one repeatedly 

turning back [to Allah ]. (Surah Sad 38:30) 

This shows the greatness of Sulaiman (عـــليه الســـالم) and his kingdom. He doesn’t want anything 
from what she has and he only wanted her to become muslim. Bilqis had come to Sulaiman 
 out of fear that he wanted her kingdom. Now he wants to show there that what (عـــــــــــــــليه الســـــــــــــــالم)
Allah (هلالج لج) gave me is more than what you have. He wants her to understand that he doesn’t 
want to take her kingdom from her and she only wanted her to become a muslim. All of her 
actions shows she is smart and balanced.  

  
She immediately confessed. Sulaiman (عـــــــــــــليه الســـــــــــــالم) brought her out from that environment of 
worshipping the sun. She quickly said ربــــــــــــــــــي- my Lord- this is from her fitrah. What Sulaiman 
 showed her, really revealed her fitrah. When you see the truth, it really lifts the (عـــــــــــــــليه الســـــــــــــــالم)
barrier from the eyes. She got a letter, she came and saw her throne, then she saw the glass 
floor. She admitted that she did injustice to herself. 

    
Rather, man, against himself, will be a witness, Even if he presents his excuses.  

(Surah Al Qiyamah 75:14,15) 

Sulaiman (عـليه السـالم) didn’t tell her you are wrong. Never tell people ‘you are wrong, you will 
go to hell’ because it will make them rebellious. She admitted and confessed her sin in 
worshiping the sun. This shows the influence of the environment. Don't point fingers at 
people accusing them that they are wrong. Give them a good environment, show them the 
truth in a beautiful way then they will confess and admit by themselves. We don't want to 
tell people their faults but we want all to realize and admit by ourselves. The truth came to 
her and was so apparent in front of her eyes, though he didn’t give her a lecture about 
Allah (هلالج لج) but his approach made her realize the truth.  
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Your nafs is an amanah. You need to purify it and protect it. In surah Ash Shams Allah (هلالج لج) 
swears by the clear sun- the truth is like a clear sun. Allah (هلالج لج) tells us the one who purifies 
and elevates himself if the successful one and the one who corrupts himself is a failure. 
When a person is dong a sin, saying something bad, shirk, kufr, bidah- you are only 
corrupting yourself. In life you have a short time to elevate your naps to go to paradise. She 
admitted- I did injustice to myself. This is what we want- the people themselves to realize 
the truth without telling them or putting them down. She quickly realized the truth. To have 
an advanced civilization- admit and don't have an ego. Ego can be cause of corruption. If 
you admit, you will be elevated. After purification by admission, then she became a muslim. 
How did she become a muslim?  

  
She took one step forward and Allah (هلالج لج) came forward to her. Allah (هلالج لج) is Ash Shakir Ash 
Shakoor. She appreciated Sulaiman (عـــليه الســـالم) because he was the mean for her to know her 
Rabb. She said. “I become muslim with Sulaiman (عــــــــــليه الســــــــــالم).” The one who does not thank 
people, is not thankful to Allah (هلالج لج). She honored Sulaiman (عـــــــــــــــــليه الســـــــــــــــــالم) and was grateful to 
him because he told her about Allah (هلالج لج). She mentioned his name. If she becomes muslim, 
then her kingdom with also become muslim.  

Every king is nothing compared to Allah (هلالج لج)- Rabb of all creation. This ayah includes 
tawheed ar ruboobiyah- Allah (هلالج لج) is the One Who is my Rabb and tawheed Al Uloohiyah- 
He is the Only One I direct all my worship to. When you see the truth, it quickly removes 
the falsehood. There is no evidence for falsehood and there is so much evidence for the 
truth.  

Allah (هلالج لج) brought the means forward for her to become a muslim. He made it easy for her.  
Imagine, when you trace back this story of Sulaiman (عــــــــــــــــــلـيـه الـســــــــــــــــــالم) and Bilqis- it started with 
the hudhud. Shows everyone is efficient in his army. Everybody need to be like a hudhud- 
go out of your comfort zone and Allah (هلالج لج) will bring so much goodness.  
  
Shaikh Uthaymeen (may Allah (هلالج لج) have mercy on him) said that Bilqis was worthy for 
Sulaiman (عـــليه الســـالم) to marry her because she became a muslim and she is smart, intelligent 
and accepted the truth. She passed all the tests. 
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