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Life Rules from the Quran ( القرآن من ربانية قواعد ) – Rule #48 

Source: الحياة و النفس في قرآنية قواعد  – ( المقبل عمر ) 

Rule #48: Surah Al Baqarah 60: ( َرَبُهم   أَُناس    ُڪل   َعلِمَ  َقد   ش   Each (group of) people knew) (   مَّ

its own place for water) 

Surah Al Baqarah 60: ( ا َعۡشَرةَ  ٱۡثَنَتا ِمۡنهُ  َفٱنَفَجَرتۡ   ۖٱۡلَحَجرَ  بَِّعَصاكَ  ٱۡضِرب َفقُۡلَنا لَِقۡوِمِهۦ ُموَسى   ٱۡسَتۡسَقى   َوإِذِ   أَُناس ً۬  ُڪل   َعلِمَ  َقدۡ   َۖعۡين ً۬

ۡشَرَبُهمۡ  ۡزقِ  ِمن َوٱۡشَرُبوا   ُڪلُوا    ۖمَّ ِ  رِّ ُمۡفِسِدينَ  ٱۡۡلَۡرِض  فِى َتۡعَثۡوا   َوَل  ٱّللَّ ) (And (remember) when Mûsa (Moses) asked for 

water for his people, We said: "Strike the stone with your stick." Then gushed forth therefrom twelve 

springs. Each (group of) people knew its own place for water. "Eat and drink of that which Allâh has 

provided and do not act corruptly, making mischief on the earth.") 

Banu Israel asked Musa (as) for water, so he went seeking water for his people. Allah (هلالج لج) told him to 

take the stick he had and strike a stone. From the stone, twelve springs, not one spring, gushed forth. 

This is a miracle because how can water be inside a stone, though Allah (هلالج لج) is able to do everything. 

This shows to take the means and Allah (هلالج لج) is able to bring something you can’t imagine. Banu Israel is 

made of up twelve tribes and Allah (هلالج لج) gushed forth twelve springs so each one knew where to drink; 

there’s no confusion or clash. Allah (هلالج لج) made it easy for them.  

1. Allah’s favor upon Banu Israel was to bring forth twelve springs 

 

2. Twelve springs for twelve tribes 

 

3. Allah (هلالج لج) not only gave them water, but gave each tribe its own spring thus making it easy for 

them. Each one knew where to go so there’s no crowding or confusion.  

 

4. This rule is teaching us to be organized and to have a system in place so that no one transgresses 

against the other. Transgression happens when there are no boundaries.  

 

5. This Quranic rule is a trace of Allah’s wisdom to make everything clear and organized.  

 

6. This rule helps to look at matters with balance and moderation. When everyone knows what to do 

inside the house then there’s quality and productivity, but if everyone is just doing everything then 

it’s a mess.  

 

7. Another ayah with a similar meaning is Surah Al Isra’a 84: ( َشاِكلَتِهِ  َعلَى   َيۡعَملُ  ُڪل ً۬  قُلۡ  ) (Say (O 

Muhammad ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص to mankind): "Each one does according to Shakilatihi (i.e. his way or his religion 

or his intentions),) – everyone works according to how Allah (هلالج لج) created him, from his nature, 

physical stature, etc. There’s good in everyone and everyone works according to what they’re good 

in. Part of longer Hadith: The Prophet (ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص) said: ("  Carry on doing good) ( " له خلق لما ميسر فكل اعملوا 

deeds. Ever one will find it easy to do such deeds for which he has been created) – Riyadh As 
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Saliheen, Al Bukhari & Muslim, Book 7, Hadith 945 we are not the same, everyone has different 

talents and skills and understandings, so no is jobless or useless. Each one of us has something 

we’re good at and together we’re complete without overlapping and transgression. If everyone is 

doing the same work as the rest then it causes competition and lack of going forward.   

 

8. This rule shows the importance of knowing your strength and focusing on the talents which Allah 

 has granted you in order to benefit society. As a parent, teacher or nurturer it’s important to (هلالج لج)

bring this out and Allah (هلالج لج) will make it clear. A person begins with rotating and being exposed to 

different things until he discovers what he’s good at. When everyone focuses on their talent then it 

completes the picture and brings forth productivity and ihsan. A person doesn’t want to do 

something just to prove himself or for their ego.    

 

9. People are different and are not the same level.  

 

10. When a person recognizes his strength then ihsan and creativity will come forth. Surah Al Mulk 2: 

( ُكمۡ  لَِيۡبلَُوُكمۡ   How can we do the best .(that He may test you which of you is best in deed) ( َۚعَمل ً۬  أَۡحَسنُ  أَي 

deeds if we don’t know our strength?  

 

11. The Companions understood this rule and the Prophet (ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص) would place each person in a role 

according to his strength; this is why they were advanced. There is a story of an incident which 

happened with Imam Malik who was always in the dawah. A worshipper wrote a letter to him 

telling him ‘to slow down on the dawah and focus on praying, fasting, etc’. What did Imam Malik 

write back to him? He said, ‘Allah divided the deeds just as He divided the provision’. Allah (هلالج لج) 

divided provisions differently for people, and similarly divided different jobs for people as well. 

Allah (هلالج لج) might have opened prayer for one, but not fasting, note we are talking about voluntaries, 

not obligations. Imam Malik continued to say ‘to spread and teach knowledge is the best of deeds 

because you go beyond yourself’. He said he’s grateful and content with what he’s doing and hopes 

both of them are on goodness and are pleased with what they’re doing. Everyone needs to be 

happy with what Allah (هلالج لج) gave him and not imitate others. For example, you can’t expect all your 

children to be the same otherwise it will cause jealousy and lack of appreciation.  

 

12. Acts of goodness cannot be all opened for one person in general, except for a few such as Abu Bakr 

(ra). All doors of paradise will call on him. And it’s not wrong to not have everything opened, for 

example there are those whom prayer is opened for them but not sadaqah. A person should focus 

on what he has and not look at what others have otherwise it will cause ingratitude.  

 

13. When this rule is not applied then people will lose their energy as a result of unnecessary jealousy 

and competition because they’re doing something which is not their strength.  

 

14. Allah (هلالج لج) loves when doing a deed that it’s done with excellence.  

May Allah (هلالج لج) help us to find and focus on our strength until the end. Ameen. 


