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Life Rules from the Quran ( القرآن من ربانية قواعد ) – Rule #49 

Source: الحياة و النفس في قرآنية قواعد  – ( المقبل عمر ) 

Rule #49: Surah An Nahl 43: ( ۡكر   أَۡهلَ  َفۡسـ َلُٓوا   َتۡعلَُمونَ  َل  ُكنُتمۡ  إ ن ٱلذِّ ) (So ask the learned men if 

you do not know) 

1. This Quranic rule has an impact in correcting a person’s way to Allah (هلالج لج). If you’re on the way to 

Allah (هلالج لج) and you don’t know about something then you should ask someone who knows in order 

to correct your path.  

 

2. This rule puts a person’s worships, dealings and behaviors in control and in place. A person 

shouldn’t go blindly in this life, rather he should ask those who know. For example, if you don’t 

know how to pray, don’t just pray as trial and error, but ask someone who knows. This is even for 

duniya matters as well.  

 

3. This rule is mentioned in two surahs: 

o Surah An Nahl 43: ( ا    ۚإِلَۡيِہمۡ  نُّوِحى   ِرَجاّل ا  إَِّل  َقۡبلِكَ  ِمن أَۡرَسۡلَنا َوَما   ۡكرِ  أَۡهلَ  َفۡسـ َلُو  َتۡعلَُمونَ  َّل  ُكنُتمۡ  إِن ٱلذِّ ) (And We 

sent not (as Our Messengers) before you (O Muhammad ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص) any but men, whom We 

sent revelation, (to preach and invite mankind to believe in the Oneness of Allâh). So ask 

(you, O pagans of Makkah) of those who know the Scripture [learned men of the Taurât 

(Torah) and the Injeel (Gospel)], if you know not.) 

o Surah Al Anbiya 7: ( ا    ۖإِلَۡيِہمۡ  نُّوِحى   ِرَجاّل ا  إَِّل  َقۡبلَكَ  أَۡرَسۡلَنا َوَما   ۡڪرِ  أَۡهلَ  َفۡسـ َلُو  َتۡعلَُمونَ  َّل  ُكنُتمۡ  إِن ٱلذِّ ) (And We 

sent not before you (O Muhammad ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص) but men to whom We revealed, so ask the 

people of the Reminder [Scriptures - the Taurât (Torah), the Injeel (Gospel)] if you do not 

know.) 

o These two ayat are exactly the same, but the context is different. Surah An Nahl is about 

blessings of the deen and duniya, whereas Surah Al Anbiya is about the role of the 

prophets. So in Surah An Nahl, if there’s something you don’t know, even for duniya 

matters, then you should ask those who know. In Surah Al Anbiya, the role of the prophets 

is to teach us. These ayat were addressing the disbelievers. Instead of just disbelieving, 

they should ask those who have knowledge from the People of the Book. 

 

4. This rule praises the people of knowledge because Allah (هلالج لج) says to refer to them.  

 

5. The best knowledge is knowledge of Allah’s Book.  

 

6. The best of those who know are the people of the Quran. There are people who know duniya 

matters and even matters of the deen such as fiqh and hadith, but the best are the people of the 

Quran. May Allah (هلالج لج) make us from the people of the Quran. Ameen. The people of the Quran are 

Allah’s people and His exclusive ones. Hadith: ( نِ  أََنسِ  َعن   ِ  إِنَ   "  ـ وسلم عليه ّللا صلى ـ ّللَاِ  َرُسولُ  َقالَ  َقالَ  َمالٍِك، ب   لِِلَ
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لِينَ  لُ  ُهم    "  َقالَ  ُهم   َمن   ّللَاِ  َرُسولَ  َيا واَقالُ   .   "  الَناسِ  ِمنَ  أَه  آنِ  أَه  لُ  ال قُر   It was narrated that Anas bin) ( .   "  َوَخاَصُتهُ  ّللَاِ  أَه 

Malik said: "The Messenger of Allah (ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص) said: 'Allah has His own people among mankind.' They 

said: 'O Messenger of Allah, who are they?' He said: 'The people of the Qur'an, the people of Allah 

and those who are closest to Him.'") – Sunan Ibn Majah Book 1, Hadith 220 –  you can get 

everything you want in the Quran; psychology, history, science, marriage, etc.  

 

7. This rule commands to learning by asking those who know. There are those who are proud and 

arrogant and don’t bother asking others and this shows being self-sufficient. However asking too 

many questions destroyed the previous nations because they asked for the sake of making 

problems, or to test the scholar, or to show they always have questions to ask. There are those 

who ask one scholar and go to another scholar and say ‘but so and so scholar said this’ in order to 

cause problems. A person shouldn’t answer such people. May Allah (هلالج لج) protect us from such 

types. Ameen.  

 

8. It’s forbidden to give a fatwa while not being among the people who know. Giving fatwas is a great 

responsibility. For example, a person is going through a problem and asks his friends, parents, but 

will not bother to ask those who know and this can cause problems. For example, if you’re sick, 

you’re not going to ask anyone, but you will go to a specialist, so what about your deen and 

aqeedah matters? Surely a person needs to go to a scholar; don’t just go around asking normal 

people around you.  

 

9. A person needs to take care and investigate in asking scholars who are specialized in the field. If a 

person doesn’t do this then it’s a violation upon the person. For example, if you want answers 

about inheritance, marriage, divorce, etc, you should go to someone who’s a specialist and is a 

scholar. A scholar is different from a da’ee and those who give khutbahs, and fatwas needs to be 

taken from scholars.  

May Allah (هلالج لج) remove our ignorance and replace it with correct knowledge. Ameen. 


