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Life Rules from the Sunnah ( نبوية قواعد ) – Rule #8 

Source: نبوية قواعد  – ( المقبل عمر ) 

Rule #8: ( َما اَعة   إِنَّ وفِ  فِي الطَّ اْلَمْعر  ) (verily obedience in what is good) - Sahih al-Bukhari 

7257 

Hadith: ( بِي   أَن   رَ  َجْيًشا َبَعثَ  وسلم عليه هللا صلى الن  َما آَخُرونَ  َوَقالَ  َيْدُخلُوَها، أَنْ  َفأََراُدوا  . اْدُخلُوَها َوَقالَ  َناًرا َفأَْوَقدَ  َرُجالً، َعلَْيِهمْ  َوأَم   إِن 

بِي   َفَذَكُروا ِمْنَها، َفَرْرَنا  لآِلَخِرينَ  َوَقالَ   .  "  اْلقَِياَمةِ  َيْومِ  إِلَى فِيَها َيَزالُوا لَمْ  َدَخلُوَها لَوْ   "  َيْدُخلُوَها أَنْ  أََراُدوا لِل ِذينَ  َفَقالَ  وسلم عليه هللا صلى لِلن 

َما َمْعِصَيٍة، فِي َطاَعةَ  لَ   "  اَعةُ  إِن   sent an army and appointed some man , (ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص) The Prophet) ( .  "  اْلَمْعُروفِ  فِي الط 

their commander The man made a fire and then said (to the soldiers), "Enter it." Some of them 

intended to enter it while some others said, 'We have run away from it (i.e., embraced Islam to save 

ourselves from the 'fire')." They mentioned that to the Prophet, and he said about people who had 

intended to enter the fire. ''If they had entered it, they would have remained In it till the Day of 

Resurrection.'' Then he said to others, "No obedience for evil deeds, obedience is required only in what 

is good .") - Sahih al-Bukhari 7257 

From this hadith, a person obeys the leader in goodness, but if the leader commands to kill one’s self, 

then this is something which is not obeyed. This is the background of this rule.   

1. This is a great rule for those whom you should obey in general. ( طاعته تجب لمن عامة العظيمة القاعدة هذه ). 

 

2. We are required to obey ( طاعتهم تجب من ): 

o Leaders (الولة): Allah (هلالج لج) obligated us to obey our leaders. 

o Parents (الوالدين): Allah (هلالج لج) obligated us to obey our parents. 

o Husband (الزوج): Allah (هلالج لج) obligated us to obey our husband. 

 

3. Each is obeyed according to the condition ( حاله بحسب طاعتهم ). For example obeying the parents is 

different from obeying the husband. Obeying the parents now is different than before so you obey 

them according to the condition. It’s not fixed on how to do ihsan unlike worships which are fixed 

such as prayers. A wife doing ihsan to her husband is different from another wife doing ihsan to her 

husband.  

 

4. In matters of ihsan, this differs according to the situation, times, and people (  الحسان مجالت في

اصالشخ او الزمان او الحوال اختالف بسبب ضبعها يصعب والطاعة ). Ultimately what’s important is to obey in 

goodness, not something which is haram.  

 

5. If anyone commands to disobey Allah (هلالج لج) ( هللا بمعصية منهم أمر من ): 

o To do something haram ( المحرم فعل ): such as drinking, doing bida’ah, etc 

o To leave the obligations ( الواجب ترك ): such leaving the prayer, wearing hijab 

o In such cases one does not obey, but it’s important to not be rude or to stop listening to 

other matters or to cause enmity ( عليهم الخروج و معاداتهم عن النهي لهم، طاعة ل ). A person doesn’t 
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need to misbehave or tell others; a person shouldn’t exceed his boundaries. Ahmed bin 

Hanbal may Allah have mercy on him went through a period of time where he was told he 

had to tell others to believe the Quran was a creation, subhan Allah. He refused by not 

telling others; he didn’t say anything. He was tormented as a result of this, but he never 

told the people to rebel. At the end of his life, he pardoned all of those who tormented 

him; he didn’t go against them, subhan Allah. This is a balanced person who understands 

this hadith. When there’s a situation where a person is commanded to disobey Allah (هلالج لج), a 

person doesn’t follow, but doesn’t make a big scene either. People need to have wisdom in 

such matters. A person denies in the heart but doesn’t expose it by tongue because this 

would cause disruption. 

  

6. If one is in a situation between leaving a voluntary worship or obeying the one in charge, then 

obedience is brought forward if there’s a reason ( المر ولي طاعة قدمت األمر ولي وطاعة نافلة تعارضت اذا ). 

For example, if your husband says to not fast the six days of Shawwal because there’s something 

that needs to be done then you obey. However if he says to not fast Ramadan then this is not 

obeyed because fasting Ramadan is an obligation.  

 

7. A person needs to obey his parents, but if the parents command their son to divorce his wife 

without a reason then he doesn’t obey them ( له يحل فال الزوجة بتطليق المر ولي أمر اذا ). Marriage is 

between them and it’s their life. Another example, a student of knowledge asked Ahmed bin 

Hanbal, ‘I want to seek knowledge but my mother wants me to seek trade’. He said, ‘be nice and 

good to your mother but don’t leave seeking knowledge’, subhan Allah (  لطلب تمنعه والم العلم يطلب

الطلب تدع ول ورضاها فبرها التجارة ). Truly alhamduliliah for our religion which gives so much wisdom 

and balance in all matters.  

 

8. Obedience is as much as you can ( بالستطاعة متعلقة الطاعة ). For example, your parents tell you to do 

something, then you do as much as you can. If you are the one in charge, then be easy and 

pardoning.  

May Allah (هلالج لج) grant us wisdom and balance in all our affairs. Ameen. 


