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Life Rules from the Sunnah ( نبوية قواعد ) – Rule #13 

Source: نبوية قواعد  – ( المقبل عمر ) 

Rule #13: (  he who lags behind in doing good deeds, his) ( نسبه به يسرع لم عمله به بطأ من

noble lineage will not make him go ahead) - Sahih Muslim Book 48, Hadith 48 

Most people when they look at others, they look at their background, nationality, family name and so 

forth. There are two types of ‘lineage’ (النسب): 

o Material (المادي): color, tribe, country, family, beauty, where a person lives, even his generation 

( زمنه مكانه، جماله، عائلته، بلده، قبيلته، لونه، ) 

o Intangible (المعنوي): for example a person boasts his father is a doctor, scholar, minister, ruler, 

and so forth ( طبيبا حاكما اميرا، وزيرا، عالما، ).  

People deal with each other according to their families background, though the person himself is not 

doing anything and is only getting praised as a result of what they’re father is doing. For example, a 

person’s father might be a scholar so the person gets praised though he’s not doing anything and the 

opposite is true. For example a person’s father might be a criminal so the person gets dispraised 

though he’s not doing anything wrong. So it’s not about a person’s lineage but what they’re doing.   

If a person’s deeds are slow, then his lineage will not bring him forward. A person didn’t choose his 

lineage ( اختيارك عدم ) so he cannot get praised or dispraised as a result of it, but a person’s deeds are his 

choice (اختيارك) and this is what brings him forward or backwards. People are taking the lineage as a 

means to go forward or backward though it shouldn’t be the case.   

 

We want to go forward to Allah’s pleasure and paradise so what will take us forward? Our deeds and 

not our lineage ( النسب وليس العمل ).  

 

1. A person is not accountable or praised/dispraised for their lineage because it’s not their choice 

( له اختيار ال ما على يذم وال يحاسب ال ساناالن ). For example a person cannot be praised/dispraised for their 

color.  

 

2. A person is accountable for what he earns and does ( وعمله كسبه على االنسان يحاسب ). 

 

3. To have a noble lineage is a blessing from Allah (هلالج لج) ( العبد على هللا نعمة الشريف النسب ). For example to 

come from a good family background or your father has a certain position is a blessing but it 

shouldn’t stop a person from doing good deeds.  

 

4. A person’s lineage is not linked to reward, punishment, praise or dispraise (  او ثواب عليه يعلق ال النسب

ذم وال مدح وال عقاب ).  

 

5. There are different types of lineages ( االنساب من انواع هناك ): 
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o Noble (شريف): for example the lineage of the Prophet (ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص) is the most noble. Even though he 

came from a noble family, he said this is not what brings a person forward.  

o Lowly (وضيع): keep in mind a person is not accountable for this.  

 

6. The Prophet (ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص) confirmed everyone will be accountable for his deeds and not lineage (  النبي قرر

نسبه وليس عمله على سيحاسب امريء كل ان وسلم عليه هللا صلى ). 

o Mount Safa ( صفا جبل ): The Prophet (ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص) was commanded to call on his family first, so he called 

Quraish, Bani Hashim, and his household as well.  

o Opening of Makkah ( مكة فتح ): the chiefs of Quraish and those from noble families were present 

and the Prophet (ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص) commanded Bilal (ra) to raise the adhan. For the Prophet (ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص) it’s not 

about the lineage but about a person’s deeds and qualifications. The Prophet (ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص) prayed 

inside the Ka’aba and who went with him? Bilal (ra) and Usamat ibn Zaid (ra) who were servants. 

The Prophet (ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص) wants to send a message and give a practical example that it’s not about the 

lineage.  

o Farewell Hajj ( الوداع حجة ): Usamat ibn Zaid (ra) was a young boy and servant who rode behind the 

Prophet (ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص). The most honorable amongst you is the one with most taqwa – this is the 

measure with Allah (هلالج لج). It’s not about being an Arab or non-Arab.  

 

7. Two names from the time of the Prophet (ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص) are mentioned in the Quran: the dispraise of his 

uncle Abu Lahab ( لهب ابو ذم ), who is being dispraised until the Day of Judgment. And his servant Zaid 

(ra) is mentioned in the Quran. This shows the measure with Allah (هلالج لج) is taqwa and good deeds.    

 

8. There’s no ayah in the Quran which praises or dispraises anyone for their lineage (  آية القرآن في ليس

لنسبه احدا يذم او يمدح ), rather for their taqwa and good deeds.  

 

9. Having a lineage without deeds is like a tree without fruits ( ثمر بال كشجرة عمل بال نسب ).  

 

10. The matter is what are the deeds and not what is the lineage ( النسب ما وليس العمل ما السؤال ). 

May Allah (هلالج لج) accept all of our deeds. Ameen.   


