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Life Rules from the Sunnah ( نبوية قواعد ) – Rule #15 

Source: نبوية قواعد  – ( المقبل عمر ) 

Rule #15: ( َما اْلِماَئة   َكاإلِبِلِ  النَّاس   إِنَّ ) (People are like a hundred camels) - Sahih al-Bukhari 

6498 

When we look at the complete hadith, among a hundred camels, you can hardly find one suitable 

camel to ride. Hadith: ( ه  َعْبدَ  أَن   ْعتُ  َقالَ  ـ عنهما ّللا رضى ـ ُعَمرَ  ْبنَ  ّللا  ه  َرُسولَ  َسمه َما  "   َيقُولُ  وسلم عليه ّللا صلى ّللا   الن اسُ  إهن 

اَئةُ  َكاإلهبهله  َراحهلَة   فهيَها َتجهدُ  َتَكادُ  لَ  اْلمه ) (I heard Allah's Messenger (ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص) saying, "People are just like camels, out 

of one hundred, one can hardly find a single camel suitable to ride.") - Sahih al-Bukhari 6498. There are 

many people, but it’s very rare to find one suitable to do a task, subhan Allah.   

1. The one who’s distinct and is suitable to take hold of matters and has an effect on the people is 

very rare to find ( عددهم كثرة مع نادر الناس على والتأثير للقيادة يصلح ومن المتميز أن ). So it’s rare to find 

someone effective and productive; those who have a great impact on their society. It also shows 

that not all people are suitable to take a job to lead.  

 

2. The meaning is linked to something hidden ( خفي بأمر المعنى ربطت ). Why are people described as 

camels? 

 

3. Camels eat much and understand little despite their large size, subhan Allah (  الفهم، قلة الكل، كثرة األبل

وطولها العضاء كبر مع ). Unlike ants who are small but are all working. Someone might think someone 

‘bigger’ will be doing more work, but their concern is to eat. Allah (هلالج لج) created us as humans and 

we have the qualities to do everything, yet we’re disabling it by our laziness. It’s very rare that 

people will be productive, effective and leaders; the majority are not. When you hear this hadith, it 

motivates you to not be like the camels; a person needs to work and be like a rider.  

 

4. There are ayat in the Quran which affirm this meaning ( المعنى تؤكد آيات القرآن في ) 

o Most people are ungrateful ( يشكرون ل الناس أكثر ) 

o Most people don’t believe ( يؤمنون ل الناس أكثر ) 

o Most people don’t understand ( يعقلون ل الناس أكثر ) 

People are not using what Allah (هلالج لج) has given them to do their best. A person needs to up their 

game. For example if you have a hundred employees, very rare will you find someone who’s 

working really hard. Or you have many da’ees or students of knowledge, but very rare will you find 

those who are outstanding and distinct. And this is true in any field. Allah (هلالج لج) gave us qualities 

which no other creation has, but we’re disabling it. Whatever you’re good at, then do your best and 

‘up the volume’. May Allah (هلالج لج) help us to bring out the best in us. Ameen.  

 

5. In this hadith is: ( الحديث هذا في ) 



 بسم هللا الرحمن الرحيم
Rules of Life from the Quran ( القرآن من ربانية قواعد ) 

27 July 2017 – 04 Dhul Qu’da 1438 

 
Page 2 

o True information (خبر صادق): the majority of the people are imperfect, and very few are 

complete and perfect as humans ( قليل والكامل الناس في شامل النقص ). This is the reality which we need 

to admit. Very rare will we find people doing their best so we shouldn’t think we’re in a perfect 

world; don’t live in a cloud. For example, if your a/c is broken and you bring someone to fix it, 

very rare will you find someone who will do a good job. So it teaches us to deal with people’s 

shortcomings.  

o Beneficial guidance (ارشاد نافع): all of us need to work hard, motivate ourselves and nurture 

ourselves and children to be better This hadith is motivating us to work harder on ourselves; we 

can really ‘tighten our belt’ and we can do it. For how long do we want to stay the same? 

Subhan Allah. A person should strive to bring out the best in themselves and others (  السعي

بالمهمات للقيام لرجالا تأهيل في والجتهاد ). Imagine phones are being upgraded to new editions, and 

these are objects, so what about us? We’re living in a world where everything around us is 

getting upgraded – phones, cars, tvs, etc – and we need to upgrade ourselves, no one else will 

do it for us, we have to do it ourselves. When we look at Surah An Naml, look at how Suleiman 

(as) upgraded himself, Balqees upgraded herself, the hudhud upgraded himself by finding a job 

to be productive. Alhamdulilah Allah (هلالج لج) has upgraded our learning, and we need to upgrade 

our faith, our manners, and our feelings. How do we know if we’re being upgraded or not? By 

our behavior and manners. We all want Allah’s pleasure and firdaous al ‘ala, these are high 

matters, so don’t we want to go up? May Allah (هلالج لج) help us. Ameen.   

 

6. Surah At Tawbah 122: ( ۡنُہمۡ  فهۡرَقة    ُكل     م 
ينه  فهى ل َيَتَفق ُهواْ  َطآٮ هَفة   ُرواْ  ٱلد  مۡ  َرَجُعٓواْ  إهَذا َقۡوَمُهمۡ  َولهُينذه َيۡحَذُرونَ  لََعل ُهمۡ  إهلَۡيہه ) (that they 

(who are left behind) may get instructions in (Islâmic) religion, and that they may warn their people 

when they return to them, so that they may beware (of evil).) – many people are acquiring 

knowledge, but very rare are those who are productive. When a person upgrades himself then he’ll 

be able to upgrade others.  

 

7. In this hadith are many impacts ( وقفات عدة الحديث هذا في ): 

o It’s upon the nurturers and da’ees to take care and accommodate those who are distinct and 

doing something effective ( المتميزة الفعالة بالعناصر العتناء والدعاة المربين على ). If a child is good in 

memorizing Quran then take care of that, if a child is good in helping others then take care of 

that. Even Suleiman (as) would upgrade his chiefs by giving them challenging tasks. Umar bin 

Khattab (ra) took care of Ibn ‘Abbas (ra) when he was young.  

o The da’ee should also be realistic in what he asks from the people (  يطلبه فيما واقعيا يكون أن لبد الداعية

الناس من ). A da’ee can’t expect everyone to reach the best.  

o Sometimes a child or student is very outstanding, but never compare him to others because this 

will disappoint others and make us ungrateful ( بهم وتقارن المتميزين تتخذ ل ). When we see someone 

outstanding, we immediately focus on him and compare others to him.  

o A Muslim is high in resolution, he’s always looking for something higher ( الهمة عالي المسلم ) 

o Don’t live in ‘dream world’ expecting everything to be perfect ( المثاليات عالم تعش ل ) 

o Don’t seek the impossible; be practical. For example you want a maid, but it’s impossible to find 

a perfect one ( المستحيل تطلب ل ) 
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May Allah (هلالج لج) guide us to do the best we can. Ameen.   


