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Life Rules from the Sunnah ( نبوية قواعد ) – Rule #16 

Source: نبوية قواعد  – ( المقبل عمر ) 

Rule #16: ( القيامة يوم ظلمات الظلم ) (Oppression will be darknesses on the Day of 

Judgement) - Sahih al-Bukhari 2447 

Dhulm is putting things in their wrong place and it will not only be darkness but darknesses on the Day 

of Judgment. May Allah (هلالج لج) protect us from all types of dhulm. People think when they oppress, or 

abuse their authority or sin then they will go forward, but this is not the case.  

1. Dhulm is a sickness which is mentioned throughout the Quran ( واعاد القرآن ابدى الذي داء الظلم ). 

 

2. Allah (هلالج لج) forbade dhulm upon Himself. ( نفسه على الظلم حّرم تعالى هللا ). There is no goodness whatsoever 

in dhulm.  

 

3. All people, all fitras and all legislations agree that dhulm is wrong ( مقته على والشرائع الفطر اتفقت ). 

 

4. Allah (هلالج لج) has not only forbidden to do dhulm upon humans but animals as well (  مع فقط ليس هللا حرم

الحيوان مع حتى بل االنسان ). A lady was a worshipper but she locked up a cat, didn’t provide it food and 

the cat died. She entered the hellfire as a result of it. Cats do not have paradise or hellfire, but we 

do. Imagine an animal which does not have a paradise or hellfire ahead of it can make a human 

enter the hellfire. May Allah (هلالج لج) protect us from all types of dhulm.  

 

5. Examples of people oppressing others ( الناس ظلم صور ): 

o People who take the rightful money of the orphans ( ظلما اليتامى اموال يأكلون ). Surah An Nisa’a 10: 

( ۡأُڪلُون   ٱل ِذين   إِن   ٲل   ي  ىٰ  أ ۡمو  م  ـٰ ت  ا ُظۡلًما ٱۡلي  م  ۡأُڪلُون   إِن  ا ُبُطونِِهمۡ  فِى ي  اًرً۬ ۡصل ۡون    ۖن  ي  س  ا و  ِعيًرً۬ س  ) (Verily, those who unjustly 

eat up the property of orphans, they eat up only a fire into their bellies, and they will be burnt in 

the blazing Fire!) 

o People who wrongfully take the land of others ( االراضي على السطو ). The Prophet (ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص) said 

anyone who takes a span of land which is not his, then all that it’s equivalent of the seven earths 

will be wrapped around his neck. Hadith: ( ر   ك  ة   ف ذ  ائِش  ا ف ق ال ت   ـ عنها هللا رضى ـ لِع  ا ي  ة   أ ب  ل م  نِبِ  س  ت  ، اج  ض   ف إِن   األ ر 

بِي   ن    "   ق ال   وسلم عليه هللا صلى الن  ل م   م  ر   قِيد   ظ  ِض  ِمن   ِشب  ق هُ  األ ر  عِ  ِمن   ُطوِّ ب  ِضين   س   Narrated Abu Salama (may) ( .  "  أ ر 

Allah be pleased with him): That there was a dispute between him and some people (about a 

piece of land). When he told `Aisha (may Allah be pleased with her) about it, she said, "O Abu 

Salama! Avoid taking the land unjustly, for the Prophet (ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص) said, 'Whoever usurps even one 

span of the land of somebody, his neck will be encircled with it down the seven earths.") - Sahih 

al-Bukhari 2453 

o Beating others, calling people bad names, misbehaving with others, and speaking badly of their 

chastity is all dhulm ( والتعدي والشتم بالضرب ). 

 

6. This rule is does not exclude anyone; it’s applicable to all. ( أحدا تستثني ال القاعدة هذه ) 
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7. It’s even more applicable to those who have power and authority to not misuse their position in 

wronging and oppressing others ( العباد ظلم في سلطته او مكانته او قوته استغل لمن الوعيد ويعظم ). For example, a 

son can be so powerful that others fear him, even his parents remain silent out of fear of him, 

subhan Allah. This is considered being undutiful to the parents and a type of dhulm. For example, a 

mother is afraid of her son because he screams and shouts so she does wrong because of him. May 

Allah (هلالج لج) protect us. Ameen. A person shouldn’t given an impression that others fear him.  

 

8. Dhulm of the people is the quickest way to the destruction of past nations (  موجبات اسرع العباد ظلم

لالمم والخراب الهالك ). Look at the previous nations of Firaoun and Thamud who were destroyed as a 

result of their dhulm.  

 

9. The greatest dhulm is shirk; associating with Allah (هلالج لج) another partner ( باهلل الشرك الظلم اعظم ). Surah 

Luqman 13: ( إِذۡ  نُ  ق ال   و  ـٰ ُهو   ِلِۡبنِِهۦ لُۡقم  ِعُظهُ  و  ُبن ى   ۥ ي  ـٰ ِ  ُتۡشِركۡ  ال   ي  ِظيم ً۬  ل ُظۡلم   ٱلشِّۡرك   إِن    ۖبِٱهلل  ع  ) (And (remember) when 

Luqmân said to his son when he was advising him: "O my son! Join not in worship others with Allâh. 

Verily! Joining others in worship with Allâh is a great Zûlm (wrong) indeed). To take a creation and 

put it in the place of the Creator is the greatest dhulm; this is putting things in its wrong place.  

o Disbelief comes next 

o Then sins  

 

10. Types of dhulm ( الظلم أنواع ): 

o Dhulm to the person himself ( نفسه ظلم ): a person wrongs himself by committing shirk, disbelief 

and sins.  

o Dhulm to others ( غيره ظلم ): a person wrongs others. Hadith: (  رسول قال  : قال عنه هللا رضي هريرة أبي عن

ودمه، وماله عرضه حرام المسلم على المسلم كل يخذله، وال يكذبه وال يخونه ال المسلم أخو المسلم“  : وسلم عليه هللا صلى هللا ) 

(Messenger of Allah (ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص) said, "A Muslim is a brother to a Muslim. He should neither deceive 

him nor lie to him, nor leave him without assistance. Everything belonging to a Muslim is 

inviolable for a Muslim; his honour, his blood and property.) – Riyadh As Saliheen, At Tirmidhi 

Book 1, Hadith 234 

 

11. What’s a person’s stance regarding dhulm? ( الظلم؟ من االنسان موقف ما ) 

o Give victory to the one doing dhulm and the one being oppressed ( مظلوما او ظالما اخاك انصر ). It’s 

clear to give support to the one oppressed, but how do you give victory to the one doing dhulm? 

By stopping him from wronging others and wronging himself. If you leave someone doing dhulm 

then you help them in doing dhulm. Someone doing dhulm is already oppressing himself, so he 

needs someone to advise him. For example, if someone doing zina is left alone then this is 

helping the person to do more dhulm. May Allah (هلالج لج) help us. Ameen.  

 

12. The one doing dhulm is wronging himself ( نفسه في مظلوم الظالم ). 
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13. A friend should show concern and stop the one doing dhulm by advising him (  واالهتمام الصديق محافظت

  .(به

 

14. It’s not permissible to leave a Muslim struggling alone; a person needs to guide and advise the one 

doing dhulm and if someone is wronged then he should be defended ( وحده يكافح المسلم ترك يجوز ال ). 

For example if a person leaves someone or their children to doing sins without telling them, then 

they will be left with the shaitan and their nafs commanding to evil. And on the Day of Judgment 

they’ll say ‘no one told me’. A person doing dhulm should be advised and if they don’t listen then 

it’s upon them.  

May Allah (هلالج لج) never make us dhalimeen or to support those doing dhulm. Ameen.   


