
The Ants 
A warning not to 

transgress the 
boundaries. 

When you have 
something constant, it 
gives stability, making 
you productive. But 
life must change, you 
have to go to a 
different phase. Any 

transition is like an earthquake, and it moves you upwards. Allah 
will not leave you. Different challenges will make you go to a 
higher level. 

Sulayman عليه السالم gave his chiefs new challenges, so he told 
them to bring the throne of Balqis, all the way from Yemen to Ash-
Shaam. This was like a competition. These challenges take you 
out of your comfort zone, and upgrade you. The job of the leader 
is to make challenges for his subordinates, such as projects, a 
change of department, etc. 

You must accept and embrace these changes and challenges, and 
change with them. Your qualification is not your physical power, but 
your knowledge. 

These challenges are not to compete with each other, not to be jealous or arrogant, but to bring out the best 
from you. If you accept whatever happens in life, Allah will bring out the good for you. 

You must be assessed to see your progress. The test of Allah is so gentle, it will come so smoothly, like a 
breeze. Sulayman عليه السالم gave them the task of disguising the throne of Balqis, as a test for her. She sent a 
gift to him to test his intention. The hudhud was tested to see whether the news he brought was true or not. 
The scholars tested their students by presenting them with practical situations. 

The job of the leader is to inspire his subordinates, to bring out their talents and highlight them. The test can be 
written or practical. 

The leader must be firm with himself, and have time to himself, to reflect and ponder. Sulayman عليه السالم 
reflected upon the situation, when he understood the language of the ant, and when the throne of Balqis was 
brought to him. The tiny ant and the huge throne. He kept returning to Allah, in every situation he faced. You 
cannot be productive if you don't have time for yourself. 

Sulayman عليه السالم was also firm with advocating the blessings. Balqis was firm with herself when she 
stepped on the glass floor, 

Accept the challenges and step forward, but take precautions. Balqis lifted her dress to her ankles, because 
she saw water ahead of her, and she couldn't dismiss what she saw. Embrace the change, don't attach to your 
comfort zone, but be cautious; this needs intelligence. Lift your dress and step forward. 

Don't ever compromise on your worship, whatever situation you face. Be firm with yourself, and continue 
with your worship. This is so important, and you cannot let anything make you give up your owrship. 

The leader must be firm with himself, his people, and his enemies. He must not accept gifts from his 
enemies, if their intention is suspect. 
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The leader must be just. Sulayman عليه السالم was just with the 
hudhud, when he declared that if the hudhud had a reason to be 
absent, he would be excused. 

Give chances to people, don't dismiss or punish straight away; 
take the middle path. 

The leader must investigate and verify matters before taking 
action. 

Command the soldiers and the public, but the commands to each 
group and individual is different, according to who they are and their 
ability. 

Give reasons for the command or the prohibition, so that they 
don't think badly of you. 

Maintain a balance in your reactions, whatever the situation, good or bad. When Sulayman عليه السالم heard 
and saw the ant, he wanted to laugh, but he controlled himself and merely smiled, because it didn't suit his 
position as leader to laugh loudly, for no apparent reason. He was under control of his emotions when the 
throne was brought to him as well. This balance comes from the belief. 

The praise and the dispraise of people both should not make you overreact. You must focus on the pleasure of 
Allah. 

Balqis was a disbeliever, but she was also very balanced in her reactions. She didn't show her shock when 
she saw her throne in Ash-Shaam, disguised but still recognizable. When she had to step into the courtyard of 
the palace of Sulayman عليه السالم, which she perceived as water, she lifted her dress only a little. The reaction 
of Sulayman عليه السالم, when he saw her predicament, was so balanced. He didn't mock or laugh, or take 
advantage of the situation, he explained very calmly that the floor was made of very clear glass. 

6


