
The Ants 
-

Ayaat 1-6 are the introduction, about the 
Qura'an, and who will benefit from it. When 
you believe, the Qura'an will be clear, a guidance, and glad tidings. 
If the faith is low, these benefits will not be achieved. Your 
understanding depends upon your faith. When you attain certainty, 
it will remain constant, nothing will shake it. For belief in akhirah, 
you need certainty. This makes you balanced in life. 

Everything in the Qura'an is knowledge and wisdom, so take 
everything from it. It is cast upon you, so take it and appreciate it. 

Ayaat 7-14 tell us about Musa عليه السالم. The traces of the Egyptian 
civilization amazes people, but it is an example of a failed civilization, as are the Thamud, whose dwellings 
remain to this day. People think the opposite, but they are cursed. Only their structures are visible, and what is 
the point of that if no one remains? The people have perished. The advanced civilizations are by their people, 
not only the traces. 

Examples of advanced and successful civilizations are Sulayman عليه السالم and the ants. We learn from all the 
details of their story, and these lessons  can be applied throughout the ages. The ways of the Qura'an are the 
best. The organizational skills of these civilizations are needed by all. 

There are traces of the Egyptians, and the people of Thamud, but there are none of the kingdom of Sulayman 
 but what we learn from their examples remain forever. Tangible traces are not important; if they ,عليه السالم
were, Allah would have preserved them. But there is no trace of the palace of Sulayman with a glass floor, the 
great throne of Balqis, all the structures built by the jinn…..they have become the unseen, we must read about 
them and believe whatever Allah tells us. 

Ayaat 45-53 are about the Thamud. These ayaat are very intense. Disbelief can destroy civilizations. Only 9 
people from the nation of Thamud destroyed the entire civilization with their evil actions. They were so strong 
in their disbelief and rebellion, and this was the reason for the destruction of everyone. 

Allah sent 9 signs to Firawn, but he disregarded them, and as a result, destroyed his whole civilization. For the 
Thamud, the actions of 9 people destroyed the entire nation. 9 signs could save everyone, and 9 people could 
destroy everyone. The rest of the nation were quiet, they didn't try to stop them from their transgression. 

When someone submits to Allah, that is mission accomplished. The stories of the Qura'an don't drag on, they 
end when the goal is achieved. The mission of Islam is to make everyone a believer. Allah wants everyone to 
believe and go to Jannah, that is the greatest achievement for all of us. 

And We had 
certainly sent to 

Thamud their 
brother Salih, 

[saying], "Worship 
Allah ," and at once  

they were two parties 
conflicting. 

When there is some point to stress, Allah 
puts words of affirmation for emphasis. 
The Messenger of Allah صلى اهلل عليه وسلم 
also used this method, by repeating a 
phrase for emphasis, and sometimes he 
used actions for emphasis. 

Allah sent Salih عليه السالم to Thamud, and 
He confirms this, as evidence. The 
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dwellings of the Thamud are near Tabuk, towards the north of the Arabian Peninsula. They were Arabs. Salih 
 was not their blood brother, but he belonged to their nation, and this was a close relationship. They عليه السالم
were disbelievers, while he was a believer, but it's permissible in these circumstances to be called a brother. 

When you preach to people, you must have a brotherly relationship with them; not a friend, not a parent, but a 
brother.  A brother or sister gives emotional support, but will not disregard their mistakes. This strategy is used 
in worldly affairs too, as fraternities which give support and help, gang culture, and mafia type criminal groups. 
People will open up to a helping hand, a shoulder to lean on. 

The message is a softly worded command, 
worship Allah alone, with the word ان diffusing it. 
This was a message from a brother, gentle and 
simple. Is there a problem with this message? Is 
it offensive or confusing? This is a command of 
the truth, so gentle and concise, to the point. 
Salih عليه السالم didn't dictate or humiliate. 

The main purpose of the message was to show 
the truth and falsehood. Allah brings the truth in 
different ways. The truth is like the sun, so clear. 
After it appears, then there is a division. People 
follow and reject, so there are eliminations. For 
those following the truth, more tests come, so 
that there are further eliminations. This is 
purification. 

The truth highlights the ones following it; the 
believers are always the minority. The disbeliever will dispute aggressively. As long as the truth exists, the 
disbelievers will argue and dispute. This will go on until the Day of Judgement. The falsehood shows the truth 
clearly; this is one of the wisdoms of having the enemies of Islam. 

There are two ways in which they will react to the truth. Either they will submit and be at peace, or mock the 
ones on the truth. This is to relieve the disturbance in them, caused by their disbelief. The biggest imbalance is 
when someone rejects the truth. The messengers did not come to create enmity and divide the people. In any 
debate, you will see one opponent who is so loud and vocal, and the other is quiet and composed. 

The truth is clear, and the people accepting it and rejecting it know this. 


